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This document is largely focused on John Minder (1793 ς 1865) and his descendants.  John moved to the Pepin, 
Wisconsin area in 1860 and was buried on his farm in Frankfort Township, near Ella, Wisconsin in 1865, along with some 
of his family.   It is from this location where the family remained and grew.  JohnΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƴƻǘŜŘ 
with a double ** to help identify family linage. 

Acknowledgements: The first 3 generations of the family begin with Friedrich Meinert Sr., his son Frederick Meinert Jr., 
and grandson, Burkhardt Meinert (Meinder) are sourced from a book written by my distant cousin Mark Miner called 
άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ .ŜǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ [ŜōŀƴƻƴΦέ  Copyright © 2000-2003, 2008, 2010, 2013, 2016 Mark A. Miner and 
Eugene F. Podraza.  

The information beginning with WƻƘŀƴƴŜǎ άJohn Minerέ ǿŀǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ¢ǿƛƭŀ tŀȅƴŜ άJohn Minder 
ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎέ ōȅ ¢ǿƛƭŀ tŀȅƴŜ ŀƴŘ IŜƴǊȅ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ research and details are beyond compare and we thank 
them for their diligence and hard work in sharing the details of our ancestors.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To reduce confusion, it is important to mention the various spellings of the name Meinert.  The family surname became 
Americanized, and afterward was spelled many different ways -- Meinder, Mynder, Minder, Minerd, Minard, Miner, 
Minor and Minord. Friedrich Meinert's first name became "Frederick," while his wife Eva Maria's name became "Mary." 
The spellings of the children's last names also varied widely.  
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Friedrich Meinert Sr. **  (1695?-1751)  - First Generation  
Friedrich Meinert Sr. was born in about 1695 or 1700, believed to have taken place in or around Albany, New York, and 
may have been the son of Burger Meynderts and Elsje/Elizabeth Meyer.  This information is located here  Friedrich and 
Eva Maria (Weber) Meinert Sr. 

Friedrich married Eva Maria "Mary" Weber ( ? -1776), the daughter of Jacob Weber (or "Weaver"). The Meinerts and 
Webers eventually settled in the Oley Valley near Reading, Berks County, about 52 miles to the northwest of the future 
nation's capitol of Philadelphia. In fact, by the 1760s, Philadelphia was perhaps the greatest city in the New World and 
had surpassed all other British North American towns and cities in prosperity and size.  See the story of Jacob Weber and 
family at the end of the Friedrich Meinert information.  

The Meinerts had eight children -- Maria "Elizabeth" Gaumer, Jacob Minerd Sr., Borkhard Meinder, Friedrich Meinder 
Jr., Catharine Eigner, John Meinert, Mary Bohm and Johannes Heinrich Meinert. To read about the influence of the 
German language and culture they passed along to their children, and many generations of their offspring, click here.)   

The family surname became Americanized, and afterward was spelled many different ways -- Meinder, Mynder, Minder, 
Minerd, Minard, Miner, Minor and Minord. Friedrich's first name became "Frederick," while Eva Maria's name became 
"Mary." The spellings of the children's last names also varied widely.  

  

 

Friedrich's farm in Oley Township, as seen in 2013. The road at right (Fisher Mill) is the 
farm's northern boundary, and the intersecting road in the foreground -- Manatawney 
Road -- marks its eastern border, near the Earl Township line. 

However, their German language continued to be spoken fluently among some of the generations well after the time of 
the Civil War. In some cases, the language continued to be used until World War I, when German-Americans were 
heavily persecuted in the United States for fear of their loyalties to the old Fatherland, and even for decades beyond 
that. One of their great-great-great-great grandsons spoke fragments of German to the founder of this website at a 
family reunion circa 1992. 

Non-Germans in Pennsylvania found the German beliefs, attitudes and activities quite remarkable. Sydney George Fisher 
(1856-1927), a man of education and high society in Germantown near Philadelphia, observed Germans for decades. In a 
book he wrote in the 1890s entitled The Making of Pennsylvania, he devoted a chapter to his insights. 

Fisher himself had an indirect connection to our clan. His uncle, Charles Jared Ingersoll, was a congressman from 
Philadelphia who sold 318 acres of farmland in 1837 to Jacob and Catherine [Younkin] Minerd Jr. in Southwestern 
Pennsylvania. See more in the Minerd.com page, "Chew and Wilcocks: Influential Early Landowners in Somerset County, 
PA." 

 "The Germans" - Observations by Sydney George Fisher 
in His 1908 Book, The Making of Pennsylvania 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichsr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichsr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_elizabethgaumer.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_jacobnein.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_burkhard_i.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichjr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichjr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_catherineeigner.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_john.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_marybohm.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_johannhenrich.htm
https://www.minerd.com/ourgermanconnection.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_jacobyounkin.htm
http://www.minerd.com/memoir-chewandwilcocks.htm
http://www.minerd.com/memoir-chewandwilcocks.htm
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The great majority of the Germans have lived together in masses, with little or no intermarriage with 
other elements, and this isolation, combined with their slowness, their opposition to the public school 
system, and their retaining their language and customs, has checked the advancement of the State... 
Others, however, have seen, in their thrift, steadiness, and love of liberty, the source not only of all 
that is great in the State, but of a large part of the greatness of the nation. (p. 71) 

Besides Holland many of the Pennsylvania Dutch came from the German side of Switzerland. But the 
great mass of them came from Germany proper,-- from Alsace, Suabia, Saxony, and almost every 
principality and dukedom of that distracted empire, and most of them from those parts of it called 
the Palatinate. (p. 89) 

All classes and sects of the Germans became farmers.... They took better care of their cattle, had 
better fences, and often built their barns and stables before they built their houses. They were good 
judges of land, always selected the best, and were very fond of the limestone districts. (pp. 109-110) 

Most of the Germans hated debt, and were, as a rule, very punctual in their engagements. They 
worked their farms with their sons, daughters, and wives, and had very few slaves. (p. 111) 

It is to be feared that many of the Germans too often 
followed that rule, of selling everything, giving what 
was left to the pigs, and what the pigs would not eat 
taking for themselves, by which, it is said, a farmer is 
sure to grow rich. (p. 111) 

The mass of the Germans, especially the sects, were determined from the beginning to keep their 
own language, literature, and customs, and create a little Germany in the midst of Pennsylvania. In 
this they have been largely successful. (p. 117) 

Their maxims and traditions are most conservative, and of high rank among them is that one which 
instructs a son not to attempt to improve on the ways of his father. (p. 118) 

They have always had, and still retain, a strong prejudice against education. In colonial times the men 
are said to have been usually able to read and write, and the women to read, but not to write. (p. 
119) 

Their habit of sequestering themselves on farms, and their division into numerous sects, each one too 
poor to have good educational means of its own, and too much at variance with the others to unite 
with them in a general system, tended to intensify the narrowness and isolation of their language. (p. 
123) 

As the Germans kept arriving in increasing numbers, not a little hostility was felt towards them by the 
English. It was feared that they might come in such swarms as to change the character of the 
[Pennsylvania] colony, and it was several times suggested that they be permanently disfranchised. (p. 
125) 

Many of the names gradually became anglicized. Bossert becomes Buzzard; Fluck becomes Fluke; Op 
den Graeff, Updegraff; Conderts, Conrad, Scherker, yerkes; Tissen, Tyson; and Schmidt, plain, honest 
Smith. In some places the curious phenomenon is seen of a large family, part of whom retain their 
name in the old German, while the rest are gradually anglicizing it, to the great confusion of the 
sheriff's jury-list and the tax-assessor. (p. 129) 
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 Although Frederick may have been an indentured servant, his name has not been found on any such lists, though few 
have survived to today.  It's thought that, if in fact he was an immigrant, he had to work a few years to accumulate 
enough capital to buy a farm. 

The first known written record of the Meinerts in Pennsylvania is the baptism of daughter Elizabeth by Rev. Joh. Caspar 
Stoever on Jan. 3, 1731. 
  

 

Above, arrow points to the precise location of Friedrich Meinert's farm. 
Below, atlas map of Oley Township, 1876, with a red star marking the site 
of his farm, southeast of Griesemersville, in the Keifer District. 

 

 

  
The old, handwritten survey plat found in Berks County shows that one of the Meinerts' 
neighbors was George Boone, grandfather of the famous American explorer and 
pioneer Daniel Boone. 

Daniel Boone -- seen here -- was born in nearby Exeter Township, Berks County, in November 
1734, the same year that Friedrich and Maria settled locally. The Boone family resided on this 
farm, about 6.5 miles from the Meinerts, until 1750, when they left and migrated southward 
to North Carolina. The two-story, stone house where Daniel was born, surrounded by a 
picturesque white picket fence, also is seen here, when photographed for use on a colorized 
postcard early in the 20th century. Today it is known as the "Daniel Boone Homestead" and is 
operated by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission in partnership with the 

Friends of the Daniel Boone Homestead. 

Daniel Boone 

http://www.berksweb.com/boonetext.html
http://www.danielboonehomestead.org/
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The Meinerts may also have been neighbors with Abraham Lincoln, grandfather of President Abraham Lincoln. The elder 
Lincolns resided in an old hillside home and farm in nearby Lorane, Berks County. 

The second record of the family is from 1734. That year, on April 10, Frederick had a survey done on a 150-acre farm in 
Oley. The survey shows that Manatawney Creek flowed through part of his tract.  The precise location of the farm is 
found on Friedrich's ancient patent record, and in Philip E. Pendleton's excellent 1994 volume, Oley Valley Heritage - The 
Colonial Years. 

In September 1740, Frederick and other local men signed a petition to have the Oley Valley region recognized as a 
separate political entity. 

In addition to farming, Frederick also was a blacksmith. He may have provided repair and maintenance services for local 
foundries, such as the Hereford Furnace (with its ruins seen at here), in nearby Hereford Township. The furnace is said to 
have produced the first cook stove made in America. 

   

Left: ruins of the Hereford iron furnace. Right: Daniel Boone's birthplace 

Frederick died in Oley in 1751, leaving widow Mary and children, including three under age 21. The precise date of his 
death is not known, nor is his burial place. No obituary was published in the local German language weekly newspaper, 
the Reading Adler. Papers from his estate show that he paid funds to a Moravian physician who apparently treated him 
in his last illness. The papers also named "Peter Weaver" as one of the administrators of his estate, presumably a 
brother in law. Originals of the papers are on file today in the Register of Wills Office in Philadelphia County. 
  
His farm was sold to pay his debts and to provide support for the younger 
children until they reached age 21.  

About a year after Frederick's death, widow Mary married their longtime 
neighbor and Quaker friend, Benjamin Longworthy ( ? -1765). The marriage was 
controversial, and  the "Exeter Meeting officially expelled him from membership 
for marrying a non-Quaker, ... nonattendance at meeting, and 'disorderly 
practices'," says Oley Valley Heritage. 

The book also says that for years before his marriage to our Mary, Benjamin owned a black slave named Violet, who in 
turn had two sons and one daughter.  Benjamin planned to free the slaves and to give them a financial settlement that 
would become their "legacy." His intent was to bequeath £50 to Violet as well as "her bed and cloathes, her spining 
wheel, some flax she hath and some ten household goods that goes in her name...". He also planned to give Mary a 
small plot within his larger farm, and bequeath the balance of his farm to his nephews Joseph and Moses Roberts, sons 
of his sister Mary.  

  
  

 

Benjamin's will freeing slave Violet 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/style/longterm/books/chap1/lincoln.htm
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~ Inventory of Friedrich's Estate, 1752 ~ 

An inventory was taken of Friedrich's assets at his farm in Oley Township, 
Philadelphia County on March 14, 1752. Each item was appraised and 
catalogued in a poorly spelled inventory prepared by Gabriel Boyer and 
John Jost Yoder. The grand total of the goods was valued at £1755. 

Ware and apariell six cowes heffers & one year old 
Bulls 

Horse, sadel and bridel twenty head of Sheep at 5 shillings 

2 old guns two old Horfses 

2 puter dishes, 2 plates weal in Loft and the Rig 

3 old buckeds & 1 iron kettle and old 
bras kettels 

Plantation wagin 

old fryen pan & iron spones, one 
flesh forke 

anvell and hand saw and Dulls Bun 
Borrers 

pott and two pott Whracks a drawnife and sum small Dules and 
old Iron 

old pair tongs and shovell and 
Stillows 

Plow and Harrow and Grinestone 

two Beds,  Shetts and wrogs two old Collers and Traces 

two spinen whels for flax abrub how, 2 weedin hows, 2 Dong 
forkes & hook and one Bell 

one Bed sheetts, wrogs, pillows Twenty Gees one shilling 

one old Bed Improvements with the winter gran 
in the Ground 

old Hekell and one puck skin 10 Hoggs at 5 shilling 

2 old shovells names rings weges old 
ax 

  

  
His health failing, Benjamin wrote his will on Oct. 17, 1765. In the document, he also mentioned "my beloved brother in 
law and trusty friend Jacob Weaver and my trusty friend Jacob Gellbaugh." Sadly, he died later that month. The details 
of his passing are lost in the misty haze of time. His burial site is not known. 
  

At a hearing in court, Benjamin's nephew Joseph Roberts testified that 
Benjamin was not of sound mind at the time he made out his will, and said he 
was under improper influence and had ordered his previously made wills to be 
burned. Another witness, John Hunter, said that Benjamin's "wife plagued him 
about his will...." William Boone said that Benjamin had asked him to write out 
a will for him so he could make his slaves free and  

 

Benjamin's signature, 1765 
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The Oley Valley Heritage book says that Mary allegedly induced him in his "weakened, distraught mind" to re-write his 
will to give her more favorable terms: 

She had talked him out of his longstanding plan to free Violet's children .. and into the making of a new 
will.  Evidently, neither old nor new will freed Violet.  The new will retained the inheritance by Longworthy's devout 
Quaker nephews Moses and Joseph Roberts of the Longworthy farm, while reserving to the widow tenure of the 
house and its homestead appurtenances.  The new will's real bonus for Maria was the right to sell Violet's three 
children. 

  

 

Benjamin Longworthy's sizeable, flat farm next to Friedrich Meinert's. The 
roadway at left is Covered Bridge Road. 

 
The Berks County court ruled that Benjamin's will was not valid. 

Mary remained on the farm for a few years, and tax records for the year 
1768 show that she was a "wid'o" and owned 70 acres, with two cattle and 
six sheep. She eventually left the farm for good and moved into the 
residence of her son Friedrich Meinder Jr. and his wife Catherine (Nein) 
Meinder. The slaves are thought to have been freed, though their ultimate 
fates are unknown. 

In the year of our nation's independence, Mary died in Oley. Earlier that 
year, on April 4, 1776, she wrote a will, on file today in Berks County. She 
wrote that she was "Infirm and weak in Body But of sound mind, Memory 
and Understanding, blefsed be God for the same, And well knowing that all 
Flesh must Die Therefore Do make my Last Will and Testament...."  

She added that "I Rewmand my Infinite Soul into the Hands of Almighty God 
who gave it me and my Body to the Earth, whence it was taken in Sure and 
Certain Hopes of Joyfull Resurrection through the Merits of my Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ." Unable to sign her own name, she made her official 
mark on the will with an "X." Casper Griesemer and Daniel Hunter witnessed 
the will. 

 

 
  

 

Eva Maria's will, circa 1776 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichjr.htm
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In the will, she named her children with specific bequests as follow:  

It is my absolute will that all my Estate shall be divided amongst my Children 
and grand Children in the following Manner. Excepting such part thereof as I 
Shall hereafter particularly bequeath, That is to Say--- to my son Jacob 
Maynert I give and bequest all my Personal Estate whatsoever to his Heirs and 
afsigns for ever, one other share of five shillings to my son Frederick Maynert. 

another share of five shillings to the lawful Ifsue of my Deceased Son John Maynert's Children to be divided amongst in 
equal shares.--- another Share thereof five Shillings to Elizabeth Caumer --- an other share of five Shillings to the lawful 
Ifsue of my Daughter Mary Begotten by Balzer Bohn Deceased who was her first Husband and I do further give and 
bequeath an other share of five Shillings unto my Daughter Catherina Egner Deceased her or her Children. --- Begotten by 
my Daughter Catherina to each and every of them for ever. I do hereby ordain and appoint my Loving Son --- Burghart 
Maynert and my Tusty Friend Jacob Roth Joint Executors of this my last will and Testament. 

Her passing ended the era of the first generation of the family in America. The burial sites for Frederick and Mary are not 
known.  

Many years after his death, Benjamin Longworthy was mentioned in the 1844 volume, History of the Counties of Berks 
and Lebanon (Lancaster, PA: G. Hills, Proprietor) and compiled by I. Daniel Rupp, and then again in 1926 in the 
booklet Annals of the Oley Valley, authored by Rev. Dr. P.C. Croll of Womelsdorf.  Click here to visit the website of 
the Oley Valley Heritage Association and the Berks County Historical Society. 

 Copyright © 2000-2003, 2008, 2010, 2013, 2016 Mark A. Miner and Eugene F. 
Podraza. The Daniel Boone steel engraving is based on an original painting by 
Chappel, as published in 1862 by Johnson, Fry & Co., New York 

 

Story of Jacob Weber  (Friedric hõs father- in - law) 
Jacob Weber, husbandman and vinedresser, was born about 1678, most likely in the area between Heidelberg and 
Sinsheim, Baden, Germany. He and his wife, Anna Elisabethe, born about 1683, had their first child, Eva Maria, about 
1704 and a second daughter, Eva Elisabethe, about three years later in 1707. 

¢ƘŜ ²ŜōŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǎǘƻǊ Wƻǎǳŀ IŀǊǊǎŎƘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ƻƭƻƴƛŜǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 
conditions worsening in 1708, Jacob and Elisabethe decided to join the Kochertal Party and left secretly with four-year 
old Maria and one-year old Elisabethe to go with them to Frankfurt, Rotterdam and London. 

¢ƘŜ ²ŜōŜǊǎΩ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ WƻƘŀƴƴ IŜǊƳŀƴΣ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ мтлуΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ƻǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǇ 
Globe ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜΦ Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ YƻŎƘŜǊǘŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ мп {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мтлу άƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǇ DƭƻōŜΦέ 
After delays in every port, in October 1708 the Kochertal Party finally left England for New York. 

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ мтлф ŀǘ ǘƘŜ mouth of Quassaic Creek on the west side of the Hudson River, later 
Newburgh, Ulster County, New York. The new arrivals quickly built crude log cabins for shelter before the Globe 
departed and settled on the land intending to support themselves by farming.  hƴ мф !ǇǊƛƭ мтмл ǘƘŜ ²ŜōŜǊΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ 
WƻƘŀƴƴŜǎΣ ǿŀǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƭƻƴȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ vǳŀǎŀƛŎ YƛƭƭΣέ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴΣ tƛŜǘŜǊΣ ōƻǊƴ нр 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мтмрΣ ǿŀǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
άIƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎΦέ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ /ŀǘƘŀǊƛƴŜΣ ōƻǊƴ нл aŀǊŎƘ мтмф ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǿŀǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘ нм WǳƴŜ мтмфΦ 

The Provincial Surveyor-General was told to lay out farms for the Kochertal settlers who rejected his first proposal in 
1714, saying the land was all upland and that they needed some meadow land for fodder for their cattle in winter. In the 
meantime, Jacob Weber paid taxes on this land from 1711 through 1721. 

Before the allotments of 50 acres per person were finalized some of the original Kochertal Party had died or moved 
ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ ! ǇŀǘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άtŀƭŀǘƛƴŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ ōȅ vǳŀǎǎŀƛŎƪΣέ ǿŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ му 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мтм9. Jacob Weber received 200 

 

Mary's signature 

http://www.angelfire.com/pa/ovha/
http://www.berksweb.com/histsoc/
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acres, Lot #7, with Johannes Fischer Lot #8 and Andreas Volck Lot # 9. 
On Lot #6, 100 acres on the north side of North Street, was Burger Meynders, a Lutheran blacksmith from Kingston (not 
an original member of the Kochertal Party) who had purchased the interests of Peter Roose/Rose who had moved away. 
Soon after the patent was granted, the Quassaick (Newburgh) Glebe Church was built, a twenty-foot square log 
structure with a cupola in the center of the roof for the bell given by Queen Anne. 

Since Pastor Kochertal had died that same year, his widow received his apportionment of 250 acres and Jacob Weber 
ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊƛŜǎ ±ƻƭŎƪ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƭŜōŜΩǎ рлл ŀŎǊŜǎΣ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Lutheran Church. On 20 February 1722 Jacob sold some of his New York land to John Fischer (his next-door neighbor on 
[ƻǘ І уύ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ р !ǳƎǳǎǘ мтнп ƘŜ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊΣ [ƻǘ Іт ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άDŜǊƳŀƴ tŀǘŜƴǘΣέ ǘƻ ½ŀŎƘŀǊƛŀǎ IƻŦŦƳŀƴΦ !ƴŘǊŜŀǎ 
Volck had also sold his Lot # 9 to Zacharias Hoffman before he left for Pennsylvania in 1723. 

In the spring of 1723 Conrad Weiser with a group of settlers from Schoharie cut a road to the Susquehanna River, made 
canoes and floated down the river until they reached Swatara Creek, then went overland to Tulpehocken, west of 
Reading in Philadelphia/Berks County. Andreas Volck accompanied Weiser to Tulpehocken and this may be the route 
Jacob Weber and his family took in the late summer of 1724 to join Volck in Pennsylvania. 

On a list of heads of households and single freemen residing in the Oley Valley in 1701-мтпмΣ ōȅ мтно !ƴŘǊŜŀǎ άCǳƭƪέ ƘŀŘ 
ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƻƴ [ƻǘ !мн ƛƴ ǘƘŜ млΣллл ŀŎǊŜ ά{ǿŜŘŜΩǎ ¢ǊŀŎǘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘǳȅƭƪƛƭƭ wƛǾŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ aŀƴŀǘŀǿƴŜȅ /ǊŜŜƪ ƛƴ !Ƴƛǘȅ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 
and by 1724 Jacob Weber/Weaver was on Lot A10. A 1734 tax list of landholders in Amity Township, Philadelphia Co. 
included Jacob Weaver who owned 110 acres. 

Amity Township was in northern Oley Valley, part of Philadelphia County until 1752 when it became the southern part of 
newly-formed Berks CountȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜǎΣ άCǳƭƪέ ŀƴŘ άCƻǳƭƪέ ŀƴƎƭƛŎƛȊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ά±ƻƭŎƪΣέ ŀƴŘ ά²ŜŀǾŜǊέ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ά²ŜōŜǊΣέ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ŘŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

.ȅ мтор WŀŎƻōΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΣ !ƴŘǊŜŀǎ Cǳƭƪκ±ƻƭŎƪΣ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ !Ƴƛǘȅ ¢ƻǿƴǎhip to the Allemangel 
(later Lynn Township, Lehigh County) where he warranted 150 acres of land in 1738. There he became affiliated with the 
Moravian congregation and died in September 1747. Among his eight children were Barbara (wife of John Holder), 
George who married Dorothea Dewees, Gertrude, Carolus/Carl who became Captain Charles Foulk/Volck and married 
Catherine Harzy, Anna Maria, Elisabeth, Jacob who married Mary Dewees and Andreas who married Maria Margaret 
Romig. 
¢ƘŜ άhƭŘ {ǿŜŘŜΩǎέ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ at Molattan in Amity Township was organized about 1719 to serve the Swedish 
Lutherans, German Lutherans, Reformed and the Anglicans. Several visiting pastors held occasional services but there 
was no regular minister until Henry Muhlenberg began bi-weekly visits in 1744-48. 

In 1754 a Swedish Lutheran minister began regular services. As a result, the German Lutherans and Reformed withdrew 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ǳƴƛƻƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ aƻƭŀǘǘŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
eventuŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǿ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ǘΦ DŀōǊƛŜƭΩǎ ƻŦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎǎǾƛƭƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜōŜǊ 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘΦ !ōƻǳǘ мтрл WŀŎƻōΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ 
Elisabeth, died and Jacob Sr. died about 1752. His farm passed to his sons, Peter and Jacob Jr. 
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Meinert - Second Generation  
This document is intended for the ancesters of John Minder, the great grandson of Friedrich Meinert Sr., the grandson of 
Frederich Meinert Jr., and the son of Burkhart Meinder.  

Friedrich married Eva Maria "Mary" Weber ( ? -1776), the daughter of Jacob Weber (or "Weaver"). The Meinerts and 
Webers eventually settled in the Oley Valley near Reading, Berks County, about 52 miles to the northwest of the future 
nation's capitol of Philadelphia. The Meinerts had eight children -- Maria "Elizabeth" Gaumer, Jacob Minerd 
Sr., Borkhard Meinder, Friedrich Meinder Jr., Catharine Eigner, John Meinert, Mary Bohm and Johannes Heinrich 

Meinert.   This document provides information information on all the siblings, but is focused on the family of 

Frederich Meinder Jr., his son Burkhard Meinert (Meinder), then his grandson Johannes (John) Minder and his 

descendants.  John moved to Iowa around 1840, then onto Wisconsin around 1860 where his family settled and 

expanded.  

Maria ôElizabethõ Meinert- Gaumer (1730 ð 1802)  
 

Maria "Elizabeth" (Meinert) Gaumer was born on June 10, 1730, in 
upstate New York or in Macungie Township, Northampton (now 
Lehigh) County, PA, the daughter of Friedrich and Eva Maria (Weber) 
Meinert Sr. 

As a young girl, she migrated with her parents to a farm in Oley 
Township in Berks County, PA. 

On Oct. 5, 1748, at the age of 18, Elizabeth married 26-year-old 
widower Johannes "Dietrich" Gaumer Sr. (Jan. 12, 1722-1794), said 
to have been the son of Johann Christopher Hance and Susanna 

Catherine (Seitz) Gaumer. The marriage ceremony took place in Macungie Township, about 25 miles to the northeast of 
Oley.  

In the Native American tongue, "Macungie" meant "bear swamp" 
or "bear's feeding place," and site was rich in deposits of valuable 
flint and jasper. 

Also known as "Dieter," sometimes misspelled "Peter," Dietrich was 
a German immigrant. He was born at Bingen on the Rhine (or 
Ittingen) in Baden-Württemberg, known in German as "Bingen am 
Rhein." It is not known in what year he came to America. 

5ƛŜǘǊƛŎƘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ 9ƛƎƴŜǊ όмтно-1747), of 
Longswamp Township, Berks County, PA, daughter of John 
"Mathias" and Anna Elizabeth Eichner, a name Americanized to 
"Egner."  

They produced one son, Matthias Gaumer. (His fate is unknown.) 
Sadness blanketed the family when Catherine died in 1747 at the age of about 24. 

Just six months after his first wife's death, on July 10, 1747, the 25-year-old Johannes Dietrich married our 17-year-old 
Elizabeth Meinert. The location of their wedding, and identity of the presiding pastor, are not yet known. 

  

 

Dietrich's modern grave. Courtesy Carlton Greve 

 

Zion Lehigh Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
where the Gaumers rest for eternity 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_elizabethgaumer.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_jacobnein.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_jacobnein.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_burkhard_i.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichjr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_catherineeigner.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_john.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_marybohm.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_johannhenrich.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_johannhenrich.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichsr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichsr.htm
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In March 1750, Elizabeth gave birth to twins ς Johann "John" 
Gaumer and Johann "Friedrich" Gaumer -- the first of their 11 
children. The others who followed were Johann "Heinrich" 
Gaumer, Johann "Jacob" Gaumer Sr., Johann George Gaumer, 
Mary Catharine Gaumer, Johann Dietrich Gaumer Jr., Maria 
Gertrude Meitzler, Johann "Adam" Gaumer, Elisabetha 
Schanckweiler and Peter Gaumer. 

Dietrich and Elizabeth resided in Macungie Township, Lehigh 
County. Along with his former father-in-law John Mathias Eichner, 
Dietrich and his brother John Adam Gaumer helped to found the 
Lehigh Church, also known as Zion's Union and originally as 
"Church of the Holy Trinity." 

Records naming the Gaumers were kept in the church and later 
published in the History of Lehigh County. 

During the American Revolution, when he would have been in his 
40s, Dieter served as a drummer with the 1st Battalion of 
Pennsylvania Militia. 

Their son Johann "Jacob" Gaumer Sr. also was a member of the 
army, as a member of Captain Cas. Grienlmyer's Company in the 
First Battalion, County of Northampton. Later, the son joined 
Captain George Knapingberger's Company in the Second Battalion 
of Northampton County Militia. 

Dietrich passed away on Sept. 22, 1794 in Macungie Township. He is buried at the Zion Union Cemetery, also known as 
the Zion Lehigh Evangelical Lutheran Church Cemetery in Alburtis, Lehigh County. The lengthy inscription on his upright 
grave marker is all in the German language. [Find-a-Grave] 

Elizabeth outlived him by about eight years, and died on Jan. 7 or 17, 1802 in Macungie Township She also rests for 
eternity at Zion Union, but her final resting place is not known to be marked. 

~ The Gaumers' Legacy ~ 

  

The sense of the German culture of our ancestors was strong, with 
the native language and customs passed down in many generations in 
this branch. The German influence is evidenced by language, church 
sermons and marriage/baptismal records, legal documents and 
inscriptions on grave markers. 

In other branches of our family, the German language also continued 
to be spoken fluently until the time of the Civil War, and on into the 
20th century. 

In Macungie Township, the town of Millerstown was formed in 1776 
with a purchase of 150 acres of land by Peter Miller who then laid out 
lots. The town became formalized in 1857 with election of borough 
officials including new burgess James Singmaster. In 1875, the town's 
name was changed to "Macungie" and in 1957, the town celebrated 
its centennial anniversary. 

  

 

Dietrich's barely legible grave in German 

 

Dietrich's name in the 1914 book, 
History of Lehigh County 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_johannesjohn.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_johannesjohn.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_johannfrederick.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_johannheinrich.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_johannheinrich.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_johannjacob.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_johanndietrichjr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_mariameitzler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_mariameitzler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_johannadam.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_elisabethaschanckweiler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_elisabethaschanckweiler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer,_johannjacob.htm
http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=111133991
https://www.minerd.com/yfnbsomethings.htm
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During the Civil War, more than 29 known Gaumer descendants and their spouses served in the Union Army during the 
Civil War, with several sacrificing their lives. Yet some of their descendants remaining in Berks and Lehigh Counties, PA, 
chose not to take up arms. The 1947 book Old Zionsville authored by their great-great grandson Henry Leon Snyder -- of 
the family of Joseph and Mary "Polly" (Bastian) Gaumer -- said that in the author's community, "No one enlisted for any 
war." 

Many thanks to the late Marguerite (Lepley) Cockley of Meyersdale, Somerset County, PA, who originally provided 
Gaumer family manuscripts which provide the facts to begin the initlal Gaumer biographies on this website. These 
papers may be based on Myrtle Knepper Weniger's work, The Gaumer Family and Allied Lines. Many other Gaumer 
descendants graciously have shared their compilations as well. 

   

Copyright © 2000-2001, 2007, 2015-2020 Mark A. Miner 

 

Jacob Minerd Sr. (1740? ð 1814?) Revolutionary War Veteran and PA Pioneer  
 

Jacob and Maria (Nein) Minerd Sr., were our pioneer ancestors who settled in 
Fayette/Somerset Counties, PA, the epicenter of our family's explosive growth the past 
210 years. Jacob is newly acknowledged as a Revolutionary War patriot by the federal 
government's Department of Veterans Affairs and the prestigious Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR), and a standard issue military grave marker was dedicated in 
his memory at our national reunion in 2003. 

To give you a sense of what the Minerds produced, they had 12 children, of whom eight 
are identified. At last count, those eight children had at least 87 grandchildren, 469 
great-grandchildren and 1,344 great-great grandchildren, for a total of 1,912 lives, 
virtually all born before the year 1900. Today, their descendants and spouses number an 
estimated 50,000 or more, and are scattered all over the world. 

Jacob was the son of German-Americans Friedrich and Eva (Weber) Meinert, who 
migrated from Albany, NY to Oley Township, Berks County, PA in about 1730.  Maria's 
parents were Casper and Barbara Neün, who were German immigrants who settled in 
Oley.  

The Minerds had 12 children, of whom we know the identities of only eight --  John Minard Sr. (born 1766, of Harrison 
County, OH); Burket Minerd (born 1774, of Preston County, WV), Daniel Miner Sr. (born 1776, of Perry and Morrow 
Counties, OH), Frederick Miner Sr. (born 1777?, of Perry County, OH), Jacob Minerd Jr. (born 1780, of Somerset County, 
PA), Catharine Ream (born [?], whose husband founded the village of Ursina, Somerset County, PA), Martha Imel 
Harbaugh (born 1789, of Somerset County, PA); and Henry Minerd (born 1790, of Fayette County, PA). 

Jacob and Maria started married life in Oley Township, where their son Burket (or "Burkhard") was born and baptized in 
a Lutheran church.  During the American Revolution, Jacob took an oath of allegiance, and served in the Berks County 
Militia, Captain Foch's Company, 3rd Class. 

  

 

Indian Creek Baptist  
Church, Mill Run, PA 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-gaumer_josephbastian.htm
http://www.va.gov/
http://www.dar.org/
http://www.dar.org/
https://www.minerd.com/reunion2003.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichsr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minard,_johnkohl.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_burketskinner.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-miner,_danielfluckey.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-miner,_fredericksr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_jacobyounkin.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd_catharineream.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_marthaharbaugh.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_marthaharbaugh.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_henrysisler.htm
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1882 History of Fayette County, Pennsylvania, with a substantial 
paragraph about Jacob and his "twelve children" 

  

During the war, Berks County's German community was a mixture of activism and pacifism. In fact, shortly after the 
war's inaugural battles, in Lexington and Concord, MA, Berks soldiers "were among the first troops to report to the 
newly appointed commander-in-chief, George Washington." Yet two years later, after the Declaration of Independence 
was signed, says Frantz and Pencak's 1998 book, Beyond Philadelphia, anyone who refused to support the war was 
"fined and imprisoned." 

Such perceived [pacifism] encouraged the Revolutionary leaders of Pennsylvania to pass an Act of Allegiance 
(known as the Test Act) in June 1777.  All white male inhabitants of the state were required to take an oath of 
allegiance... if they wanted to preserve their civil rights. By the beginning of July, almost 5,000 Berks County males 
over 18 years of age had sworn allegiance to the new government. 

The war caused prices and taxes to inflate greatly, and many Berks farmers were unable to cope.  This may be a reason 
why the Minerds made the decision to move again.  In 1780, they were in Emmitsburg, Frederick County, MD, where 
daughter Martha was born.  Yet in 1791, they moved again to Maple Summit on the mountainous border of Fayette and 
Somerset Counties near Mill Run. Part of their large farm is seen here. 

  

 

Ohio Pyle falls, 1790s, five miles from the Minerd farm. Originally printed 
in The Columbian Magazine, Feb. 1787, as sketched by Rittenhouse, 1784-
1785 

  

http://www.nps.gov/mima/vcenter.htm
http://www.historycooperative.org/cgi-bin/justtop.cgi?act=justtop&url=http://www.historycoop.org/journals/ahr/105.5/br_46.html
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At the time the Minerds settled in the remote mountains, the wooly 
region was not unknown to the outside world. The Ohio Pyle falls, just 
five miles away, were well known as a natural wonder featuring 
whitewater rapids and a semi-circular rock measuring nearly 100 yards 
from one end of the arch to the other. In fact, in 1786, the American 
Philosophical Society published a short article by surveyor Thomas 
IǳǘŎƘƛƴǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά5ŜŦŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ wŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ wh/Y and CASCADE, near 
the weftern fide of the Youghiogeny river, a quarter of a mile from 
/ŀǊǿŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŦŜǊǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¦ƴƛƻƴ-Town, in Fayette 
ŎƻǳƴǘȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ tŜƴƴŦȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΦέ !ǎ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ 
the same publication, Dr. Benjamin Franklin may have had knowledge of 
the falls. The piece was reprinted in a 1788 article in The European 
Magazine and London Review and in June 1794 in The New-York 

Magazine, among other influential journals in the United States and Europe. 

The Minerds did not own their large farm of 393 acres. Rather, they apparently rented it from its lawful but absentee 
owner, a man named Job Nob. Not much is known about Nob except that in January 1794, he received a warrant for 400 
acres of land in nearby Bedford County, following a survey of the property. Eleven other men named "Nob" also 
obtained Bedford County acreage warrants, among them Jacob, Frederick, George, William, David, Samuel, John, 
Joseph, Solomon, James and Sampson Nob.  

  

At an elevation of 2,900 feet above sea level, the view at the top, on a 
clear day, would have been spectacular, with vistas visible for many 
miles in every direction. 

After putting down roots in Fayette/Somerset Counties, says 
a history penned by great-grandson Allen Edward Harbaugh, Jacob 
"pitched his camp under a large tree until he built a cabin. He labored 
rearing a home and clearing land.   

Various maps, including the Fayette County tax assessment map, and 
U.S. Geological Survey map, pinpoint the exact location of their 
farm. Click here to see these maps in detail. The farm was irregularly 
shaped like a "U," with the Fayette and Somerset County boundary line 
running diagonally, from top right to bottom left, along the 
mountainous right hand edge of the property. 

To generate income, Jacob boiled salt in the lowlands of the Victoria valley, about three miles from the falls at Ohio 
Pyle. While laboring, his young daughter Martha brought provisions to him. Said Ellis' 1882 History of Fayette County:  

  

The manufacture of salt was an industry which once held an 
important place in the township more than half a century ago. 
On the north side of the Youghiogheny, three miles above the 
falls, were several acres of low ground, called by the pioneers 
"the meadows" where were salt licks, which were much 
frequented by wild animals. When the water was low the 
incrustations of sale on the flat stones along the river's edge 
were so marked that the place presented a whitish 
appearance. Before 1800 some of the settlers gathered up the 
waters which oozed forth and made small quantities of salt, 
and later a man by the name of Rhodes dug a well some 
twenty feet deep, which gave him a greater supply of water, 

 

1786 article about the Ohio Pyle falls in 
the  American Philosophical 

Society Proceedings 

 

Summit of Jacob's farm, where windmills  
have been installed in recent years 

 

Victoria valley where Jacob boiled salt 

https://www.minerd.com/harbaughshistory1.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-harbaugh,_allen.htm
https://www.minerd.com/minerd,_jacobneinfarmmaps.htm
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and enabled him to make salt in a small way. When he 
suspended work he allowed his kettles to remain, and some of 
the pioneers would occasionally go there to make a little sale 
for their own use. As the place was rather inaccessible from 
the east, on account of the steep hills, the river was usually 
forded by the people living on the south and the west at a 
point near the springs. This was always attended by danger, 
as the current is swift and strong, and when increased by 
heavy rains  is especially treacherous. 

  

President Thomas Jefferson knew of the salt lick locale, and in his 
famous 1787 book, Notes on the State of Virginia, stated that "A salt 
spring has been lately discovered at the Turkey foot on Yohogany, by 
which river it is overflowed, except at very low water.  Its merit is not 
yet known." Tim Palmer's book, Youghiogheny: Appalachian River, says 
that the spring attracted deer, which may have pleased hunters, and 
that locals "collected the water and boiled it down for salt." 

The mountainous frontier to which Jacob and Maria moved in 1791 
was blessed with rich natural resources -- coal, timber, land and water 
-- which provided income for generations of descendants.  The region 
also was rich in historical sites, such as Jumonville, where the French 
and Indian War began in 1754, and Fort Necessity, where young Lt. Col. George Washington was soundly beaten in his 
first battle as an officer.  Later, Washington helped bury his commander, Maj. Gen. Edward Braddock, who was mortally 
wounded in battle by the French and Indians at what is now Braddock, near Pittsburgh, PA.  Braddock's grave, along 
Route 40 at Chalk Hill, PA, is marked by a huge monument, and is today a national monument. 

Another famous resident of Fayette County of that era was Albert Gallatin, future Secretary of the Treasury under 
Presidents Jefferson and Madison.  Gallatin resided at Friendship Hill, and as Treasurer helped finance the Louisiana 
Purchase, and construction of the National Highway (Route 40) which later provided employment for many other 
Minerd descendants. 

  

Sometime between 1811 and 1815, Jacob died.  While Ellis' History of Fayette 
County tells us that Jacob died 20 years after his settlement (which would thus 
have been 1811), we have a clue that he may have lived at least until 1814.  For 
one, his name disappears from the Fayette County tax rolls in 1815, and his wife 
appears as "Widow" in the 1816 lists.  Also, the Jan. 4, 1815 Uniontown Genius of 
Liberty reports that there was an unclaimed letter at the Uniontown post office for 
"Jacob Mynerd."  This suggests he may have died around that time, perhaps in 
December 1814.  The clipping is seen here, the oldest known newspaper reference 
in our family. 

Jacob was buried in what is now the Indian Creek Baptist Church Cemetery in Mill 
Run.  Maria is thought to have lived at least until 1820, though her final fate is 
unknown. Her name disappears from the county tax rolls after 1819.  

In 1882, a brief biography of Jacob was published in Franklin Ellis' History of 
Fayette County.  This paragraph was excerpted in Velma Byrum Keller's Immel and 
Imel Families in America.  Jacob and Maria, and his brother Friedrich Jr. married to 
her sister Catherine, are mentioned in a paragraph on her Nein family in Beers' 
1909 Historical and Biographical Annals of Berks County, Pennsylvania.  

  

 

Lower portion of Jacob's farm, to the left 

Jacob's name, spelled "Mynerd," 
in an 1815 Uniontown newspaper 

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/JEFFERSON/toc.html
http://www.nps.gov/fone/fonehist.htm
https://www.minerd.com/braddocksgravefortnecessity.htm
http://www.treas.gov/opc/opc0046.html
https://www.minerd.com/friendshiphillalbertgallatin.htm
https://www.minerd.com/nationalroad.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichjr.htm
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The photo seen here shows the grave marker of Jacob, beside the marker of his 
daughter Martha, in the older part of the cemetery where many other offspring are 
known to rest. A great-great-great granddaughter pays her respects in 2003. 

In 1998, the Daughters of the American Revolution acknowledged Jacob's status as 
a Revolutionary-era patriot for the first time. Click to see a summary of our cousins' 
pursuit of DAR membership. 

In 2002, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs furnished a new granite memorial 
to mark Jacob's approximate gravesite, and on July 13, 2003, the marker was 
dedicated at the annual Minerd-Miner-Minor Reunion in a special ceremony 
attended by 40 descendants. Assisting in the ceremony were the DAR's Col. Lynn 
Chapter of Uniontown and the local Veterans of Foreign Wars and American Legion 
posts. In recognition, Mayor James Sileo and the Uniontown City Council 
unanimously issued an official proclamation declaring the two-day affairs as "Jacob Minerd Weekend" in the county seat 
city. The Uniontown (PA) Herald-Standard published a feature story about the reunion, "90th Reunion Includes 
Dedication" and opened with this sentence: "If you are one of the 40,000 or more descendants of Jacob Minerd, you 
probably will be at the 90th anniversary of the first Minerd reunion in Western Pennsylvania on July 12-13." 

Jacob and Maria are mentioned in a lavishly illustrated, 2011 book about about their 
great-grandson Ephraim Miner  -- entitled Well At This Time: the Civil War Diaries and 
Army Convalescence Saga of Farmboy Ephraim Miner. The book, authored by the 
founder of this website, and the great-great-great-great-great grandson of Jacob and 
Maria, is seen here. [More]  

~ Timeline of Jacob and Maria's Known Activities ~ 

1766 - Son John Minard born in either Pennsylvania or Frederick County, MD. [Source: 
Censuses of Harrison County, OH for 1850 and 1860.] 

1767 - Taxed in Oley Twp., Berks County, PA.  Spelling:  Meiner.  [Source:  Pennsylvania 
Archives Series] 

1771 - May 22 - Named as a defendant in a lawsuit filed at Reading, Berks 
County.  Casper Krisimer charged that Miner and others illegally "felled & cut down" 
Krisimer's trees that were valued at £50.  Miner and others were accused of having 
"carried away" the timber and wood and converted it "to their own property and 
use."  Spelling:  Miner  [Source:  Berks County civil court] 

1774 - Jan. 26 - Son Borckhart [Burket] Minerd born, and later baptized at 
the Zion-Lehigh Church at Alburtis, Lehigh County, 
PA.  Spelling:  Meinert. [Source:  Baptismal records of the Zion-Lehigh 
Church.] 

1776 - Son Daniel Miner Sr. born in Pennsylvania. [Source: Census records of 
Morrow County, OH for 1850.] 

1777 - May 30 - Took an oath of allegiance in Berks 
County.  Spelling: Minor.  [Source:  The Names of Persons Who Took 
the Oath of Allegiance in Berks County, Pennsylvania, Book D, Vol. I, on 
file at the Berks County Historical Society.]  Later, was assessed a fine 
as a member of the Third Class of Capt. Focht's Company in 
Berks.  Spelling:  Minor. [Source: State of the Accounts of Jacob 
Morgan, Senior, Late Lieutenant of Berks County] 

1777 - Son Frederick Miner Sr. born in Pennsylvania. [Source: 
Frederick's grave marker; death certificate of his son Frederick Miner Jr.] 

 

A 3x great grand daughter pays 
respects at Jacob's grave, 2003 

Jacob & Maria named in a book 
about their great grandson 

 

Record of Jacob's allegiance oath, sworn to  
Jacob Weaver in Berks Co. on May 30, 1777 

http://www.minerd.com/dar.htm
http://www.minerd.com/reunion2003.htm
http://www.minerd.com/jacobminerdweekend.htm
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=2280
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=9293223&BRD=2280&PAG=461&dept_id=468520&rfi=8
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=9293223&BRD=2280&PAG=461&dept_id=468520&rfi=8
https://www.minerd.com/wellatthistime.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minard,_johnkohl.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_burketskinner.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-miner,_danielfluckey.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-miner,_fredericksr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-miner,_frederickjr.htm
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1779 - Oct. 11 - Purchased 5 acres from Abraham and Anna Maria Stein in Hanover Twp., Lancaster County, PA. Was a 
resident of Exeter Twp., Berks Co., PA, at the time. Spelling:  Minert. [Source:  Berks County Deed Book 11] 

1780 - Son Jacob Minerd Jr. born, presumably in Roscombmanor, Berks County, PA. 

1787 - June 11 - Named in the will of father in law, Casper Nein:  "...I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Maria 
Intermarried unto Jacob Meinert the sum of Forty Pounds money as aforesaid Four Years + a half after my 
decease."  The will also bequeathed £40 to "my Daughter Catharina Intermarried unto Fredrick Meinert" to be paid two 
and a half years after his decease.  [Source:  Berks County Will] 

1789 - March 10 - Daughter Martha (Minerd) Imel Harbaugh born (presumably) in Emmitsburg, Frederick County, 
MD.  [Source: Harbaugh's 1913 Sketch of Minerd Family - Historical and Traditional] 

1790 - Listed on the census of Frederick County, MD. Living in his household were 1 male over 16, 3 males under 16, and 
5 females.  Spelling:  Meinhard. [Source:  U.S. Census] 

1790 - Son Henry Minerd born in Somerset County, PA. Spelling: Minerd. [Source:  Biographical and Portrait Cyclopedia 
of Fayette County, Pa. by Samuel T. Wiley, Chicago, 1889.] 

1791 - Settled on the "Fulton Farm" at what is now Maple Summit, straddling the Fayette/Somerset County (PA) 
border.  [Source:  History of Fayette County, Pennsylvania.  Franklin Ellis, 1882]  After settling, he "pitched his camp 
under a large tree until he built a cabin.  He labored rearing a home and clearing land.  He also boiled salt at 
Victoria.  [His daughter Martha], while yet a girl carried provisions to him at the Saltspring 
bottom."  [Source:  Harbaugh's 1913 Minerd history] 

1793 - Listed on the tax rolls of Turkeyfoot Twp., Somerset County, and was assessed 1 shilling. Spelling: Miner. 
[Source: The Somerset County Outline And Supplement, by John C. Cassady, 1955] Note - Turkeyfoot Twp., Somerset 
County, abuts what is now Springfield Twp., Fayette County, right at the site of the Minerd farm. 

1795 - First listed on the tax rolls of Bullskin Twp., Fayette County, with 300 acres. Spelling: Minor. 

1796 - March 1 - Named as next door neighbor of Francis Moriarty in a deed where Moriarty sold 400 acres to Abraham 
Stauffer in Bullskin (now Springfield) Twp., Fayette County, PA. [Source: Fayette County Deed Book C-2, Pages 792-793] 

1796 - Either he or son Jacob Jr. found a "rude pick-ax, stone pots, hatchets with other implements in a cave in the 
mountain-side, above our modern Egypt."  This site was in the steep hills above the town of Victoria, PA along the 
Youghiogheny River.  [Source:  Harbaugh's 1913 Minerd history] 

1798 - Oct. 1 - In the 1798 Direct Tax for Pennsylvania, was assessed for 1 cabin and 1 cabin barn on a 400-acre tract, 
and on a 100-acre tract, on Laurel Hill in Saltlick (now Springfield) Twp., Fayette County.  The 400-acre tract was owned 
by John Moriarty, and the 100-acre tract was owned by Matthew Hardford.  Spellings:  Minard and 
Minerd.  [Source:  General List of Lands, Lots and Buildings that Were Owned, Possessed, or Occupied on the First Day of 
October, 1798 Within the Second Assessment District, Composed of the County of Fayette in the Ninth Division in the 
State of Pennsylvania] 

1800 - Named on the census of Saltlick (now Springfield) Twp., Fayette County.  In his household were 1 male under 10, 
2 males between 16-26, 1 male over 45, 2 females between 10-16, 1 female between 16-26 and 1 female over 
45.  Spelling  Minard.  [Source:  U.S. Census] 

1800 - Nov. 19 - Mother in law Barbara Nein died in Berks. In her will, written years earlier, she wrote: "I give and 
bequeath unto my Daughter Maria Miner, [Wife of Jacob Miner] my beft new Bed, Bedftead, Bed clothes & Curtains 
thereunto belonging."  She also willed to her daughters "Wearing Apparel, together with all my Linen & Linsey 
Woolsey".  She also willed them their fair share of £7, 6 shillings and 6 pence divided equally.  The will was witnessed by 
James, Moses and Sarah Boone, uncle and cousins of famed frontiersman Daniel 
Boone.  Spelling:  Miner.  [Source:  Berks County wills] 

1801 - Listed in the tax rolls of Saltlick Twp., Fayette County. Also listed is a "John Minor" who was said to have "Moved." 

1802 - First taxed on 93 acres of land in Saltlick Twp., Fayette County. 

1803 - Listed in the tax rolls of Saltlick Twp., Fayette County. Also listed is "Philip Minor," identity unknown. 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_jacobyounkin.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_marthaharbaugh.htm
http://www.minerd.com/harbaughshistory.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_henrysisler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minard,_johnkohl.htm
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1804 - Named as a next-door neighbor of Benjamin (a.k.a. Benoni) Harris in a deed where Harris sold 400 acres of land to 
Samuel Sisler in Saltlick (now Springfield) Twp., Fayette County. Spelling: Miner. [Source:  Fayette County Deed Book G, 
Pages 35-36] Note - it's conceivable that this same Sisler was the father of Hester Sisler who married Jacob Minerd's son 
Henry. 

1800 - Listed in the tax rolls of Saltlick Twp., Fayette County. Also listed is "Jacob Minor Jr." 

1810 - Listed on the federal census for Saltlick (now Springfield) Twp., Fayette County.  In his household were 1 male 
between 16-26, 1 male over 45, 1 female under 10, 1 female between 16-26 and 1 female over 
45.  Spelling:  Minard.  Also enumerated was "John Minor" in a household of 2 children and 2 adults.  [Source:  U.S. 
Census] 

1811 - May have died in Springfield Twp. -- "Twenty years after his settlement [in 1791] he died, and was buried in what 
is now the Baptist graveyard at Mill Run." [Source: Ellis's 1882 History of Fayette County] However, tax records strongly 
suggest he may have lived as late as 1814. 

1812 - Listed in the tax rolls of Saltlick Twp., Fayette County. Also named was "Henry Minor" who was listed as "Single." 

1814 - First taxed for 393 acres of seated lands in Saltlick (now Springfield) Twp., Fayette County.  Assessed as a farmer 
with 1 horse, 3 cattle, 1 dog. Also was assessed for 225 acres of unseated lands with the tax "Paid to J. Roberts on the 
4th October 1814 together with Jacob Immel's tax." Spelling:  Minard.  [Source:  Fayette County Tax Assessors Records] 

1815 - Name does not appear in tax assessment records of Fayette County. "Henry Miner" is listed as a farmer with 300 
acres with the "Land transferred from William Hardy" (or Handy). 

1815 - Jan. 4 - Listed in a Fayette County newspaper among recipients of mail whose letters were sitting undelivered in 
the post office at Uniontown. This also suggests he may have recently died.  Spelling: Mynerd.  [Source:  Uniontown 
Genius of Liberty] 

1816 - Wife "Margaret," listed as "Widow," was assessed for 1 cattle, 1 dog and 300 acres of seated lands in Saltlick (now 
Springfield) Twp., Fayette County.  "Henry Miner" also is listed, with an occupation of 
"Labor." Spelling: Miner.  [Source: Fayette County Tax Assessors Records] 

1819 - Widow "Mary" is listed in the tax rolls of Saltlick Twp., Fayette County. Also listed is "Henry Miner", with 300 
acres. 

1820 - For the first time, widow Mary's name does not appear on the tax rolls of Saltlick Twp., Fayette County. Son 
"Henry Miner" is listed with 300 acres, and his occupation given as "Farm." 

1823 - "Henry Miner" is taxed for 93 acres in Saltlick Twp., Fayette County, appearing 
to possess the tract Jacob had occupied starting in 1802. 

1882 - Described in a paragraph in Franklin Ellis' monumental work, History of Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania. See above. 

 1909 - Named in the Historical and Biographical Annals of Berks County, 
Pennsylvania (Chicago, J.H. Beers & Co.) in a chapter on David D. Nein.  Jacob's 
brother Friedrich Jr., who was married to Maria's sister Catherine, also are mentioned 
in the volume. Spelling:  Miner. 

1913 - Aug. 8 - Described in Sketch of Minerd Families Historical and 
Traditional written by great-grandson Allen Edward Harbaugh of Mill Run, Pa., and 
read aloud at the Minerds' first Annual Reunion. 

1990s - Acknowledged for the very first time by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution as a Revolutionary War militia veteran. 

2001 - Honored as the featured theme at our National Minerd-Miner-Minor Reunion, including with a visit to the Indian 
Creek Baptist Church Cemetery in Mill Run, PA, where he is said to be buried. 

Jacob & Maria named in this  
1909 Berks County history 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_jacobyounkin.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minard,_johnkohl.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_henrysisler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_henrysisler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_henrysisler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_henrysisler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_henrysisler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_henrysisler.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichjr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/harbaughshistory1.htm
https://www.minerd.com/harbaughshistory1.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-harbaugh,_allen.htm
https://www.minerd.com/reunion2001.htm
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2001 - The Steyer family, current owners of the Minerd farm, leased the ridgeline to Mill Run Windpower, which in turn 
erected a series of large windmills. According to a feature article in the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, each windmill towers 
210 feet in height, and the blades themselves measure 100 feet in length. The mills are a renewable energy resource for 
thousands of homes in the region.  

2002 - Acknowledged for the very first time by the federal government (U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs) as a 
Revolutionary War militia veteran with the issuance of a new granite standard-issue military grave marker. 

2003 - On July 13, 2003, Jacob's marker is dedicated at the annual Minerd-Miner-Minor Reunion in a special ceremony 
attended by 40 descendants. Assisting in the ceremony were the DAR's Col. Lynn Chapter of Uniontown and the local 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and American Legion posts. In recognition, Mayor James Sileo and the Uniontown City Council 
unanimously issued an official proclamation declaring the two-day affairs as "Jacob Minerd Weekend" in the county seat 
city. The Uniontown (PA) Herald-Standard published a feature story about the reunion, "90th Reunion Includes 
Dedication" and opened with this sentence: "If you are one of the 40,000 or more descendants of Jacob Minerd, you 
probably will be at the 90th anniversary of the first Minerd reunion in Western Pennsylvania on July 12-13." 

2008 - Jacob and Maria are mentioned in a special commemorative "Pittsburgh 250" edition of Pittsburgh 
Quarterly magazine, in an article headlined "Family Is Everything -- and for Mark Miner, Cousins Are Everywhere," 
authored by Minerd.com founder Mark A. Miner. Click for a PDF reprint (1MB in size). 

2008 - June 27-29 - The Minerd-Minard-Miner-Minor family's annual national reunion in Pittsburgh, to help the city 
celebrate its 250th birthday, is covered with feature stories mentioning Jacob and Maria in the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette and Pittsburgh Tribune-Review. The Post-Gazette article is headlined "Getting to Know You," and the Tribune-
Review's is "Clan's Reunion to Draw from Across the Country." 

2011 - Mentioned in Well At This Time: the Civil War Diaries and Army Convalescence Saga of Farmboy Ephraim Miner, 
authored by the founder of this website. On June 13, 2011, Jacob and Maria were mentioned in major feature article, 
"Reunion to Trace Minerd Family's Rich Role in History," in  the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review. 

Copyright © 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2011-2012, 2015, 2017 Mark A. Miner 

Windmill and grave visitor photos by Sharon (Sheldon) Kern 

 

Burkhard Meinert I (? ð 1797)  
  
Burkhard Meinert, the son of Friedrich and Eva Maria (Weber) Meinert, 
was born in the Oley Valley, Philadelphia County, later Berks County, PA. 
He was one of three brothers to serve in the American Revolution and 
take an oath of allegiance to the newly formed United States of America. 

  
After spending his early years in Berks County, in the 1780s, he moved to 
Macungie Township, Northampton (now Lehigh) County, PA. Macungie 
Township, about 25 miles to the northeast of Oley. In the Native American 
tongue, "Macungie" meant "bear swamp" or "bear's feeding place," and 
site was rich in deposits of valuable flint and jasper used for weaponry. 

Like his father, Burkhard not only owned land but also earned a living 
as a blacksmith. As with other Pennsylvania-Germans, his name went 
through various spellings in official documents: Meinder, Mieder, Meiner, Minear. 

In 1774 at the Zion Lutheran Church in Alburtus, Lehigh County, PA, Burkhard and Maria Barbara Bader, a widow, were 
the sponsors at the baptism of his nephew and namesake, Burkhard Meinert (Burket Minerd), the son of his 
brother Jacob Minerd Sr.  

Record of "Borger's" oath of allegiance,  
sworn to Jacob Weaver on Aug. 1, 1777 

http://pittsburghlive.com/x/search/s_22929.html
http://www.minerd.com/reunion2003.htm
http://www.minerd.com/jacobminerdweekend.htm
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=2280
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=9293223&BRD=2280&PAG=461&dept_id=468520&rfi=8
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=9293223&BRD=2280&PAG=461&dept_id=468520&rfi=8
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_jacobnein.htm
http://www.pittsburghquarterly.com/
http://www.pittsburghquarterly.com/
https://www.minerd.com/PDFs/Pittsburgh%20Quarterly-Fall%202008.pdf
https://www.minerd.com/reunions.htm
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/08181/893507-85.stm
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_741831.html
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichsr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_burketskinner.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_jacobnein.htm
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Two years later, in 1776, his mother appointed Burkhard along with her good friend Jacob Roth to be the executors of 
her last will and testament, referring to him as "my loving son.". 

Burkhard later married Maria Barbara Bader ( ? - ? ), the widow of George Bader (also spelled "Baader") of Salisbury 
Township. Maria's first husband is believed to have died in June or July 1771, and to have owned two properties at the 
time of his demise. The tracts included 120 acres in Macungie Township and 100 acres in Salisbury Township, with the 
latter property containing a gristmill and sawmill. Maria Barbara, along with Philip Buchecker, served as executors of her 
first husband's estate. 

At the outbreak of the American Revolution, Burkhard joined the local militia. IŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƭƭ ŀǎ ά.ƻǊƪ aŜƛƴŜǊΣέ 
and served as a lieutenant in the Northampton home guard. Like his brother Friedrich Meinert Jr. (Frederick Meinder), 
who served in the Berks County militia, Burkhard was very responsible as seen by the fact that he was fined very few 
times for failing to report for training. 

!ǘ ǿŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘΣ ƻƴ !ǳƎΦ мΣ мтттΣ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƳŀƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΣ .ǳǊƪƘŀǊŘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
Oath of Allegiance to the new federal government. Since he was illiterate, someone else signed his name for him, 
ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ ά.ƻǊƎŜǊ aƛƴŜŀǊΦέ .ǳǊƪƘŀǊŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ Ϧ·Ϧ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ōƻƻƪ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŦƛƭŜ 
today at the Berks County Historical Society in Reading.  

 

The 1804 birth and baptismal certificate ("taufschein") of Anna Maria 
Susserin, with Barbara named as the baptism sponsor. Courtesy Reading 
Public Museum. 

 

 In his German-written will dated July 6, 1796, Burkhard wrote," It is my Will and order that my Worthy Wife, Maria 
.ŀǊōŀǊŀΣ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΦΦΦέ He left some funds to his nephew Burkhard, son of brother 
Frederick, and to niece Elizabeth Deheven, daughter of his sister Catherine Eigner. 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichjr.htm
https://www.readingpublicmuseum.org/
https://www.readingpublicmuseum.org/
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_catherineeigner.htm
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Burkhard died in 1797. His final resting place is unknown. 

Barbara outlived her husband. In early 1804, she served as sponsor at the baptism of Anna Maria Susserin, daughter of 
Tobias Susser of Longswamp Township, Berks County, officiated by Lutheran pastor Rev. Obenhaussen. When Anna 
Maria turned 13, she received more formal religious instruction by Rev. F. Heissom of the Evangelical Lutheran 
congregation. Her parents marked the occasion by commissioning a local artist -- today known only as the "Wetzel-
Geometric Artist" -- to decorate and inscribe a colorful birth and baptismal certificate, known in German as 
a "taufschein." Barbara is named as the baptism sponsor in the certificate, with her name spelled "Meinderin," the 
feminine form of the name, although by 1817 she may have been deceased. 

Part of the taufschein, written entirely in German, contains a teaching: 

To think about Jesus often and many times will give you joy and delight beyond all measure, like honey's sweet 
kind is the presence of his Grace. Nothing dearer does my voice sing, nothing sounds purer to my ears, and nothing 
is sweeter to my heart than my most beloved Jesus. Oh, jesus bosom friend and delight, Oh, love of life, Oh, true 
son, without you all joy and all that one years for on Earth is gone. Oh, Jesus our love is sweet and since I keep it in 
my heart it nourishes me many thousand, thousand, thousand times. My little Jesus is in my thoughts wherever I 
go, and I sing wherever I am. How glad and overjoyed I'll be when He'll be and stay mine. 

The original Susser taufschein today is preserved in the Reading Public Museum and reproduced on Minerd.com with 
permission. Its formal description is: "Geburts und Taufschein (Birth and Baptismal Certificate), attributed to Wetzel-
Geometric Artist (American [Berks County, PA], 1780 ς 1816), made for Anna Maria Susser (American [Berks County, PA], 
b. 1804), c. 1817, iron gall ink and watercolors on laid paper, 7 ½ x 10 7/16 inches, Museum Purchase, 1935.193.5.2. 
Courtesy of the Reading Public Museum, Reading, Pennsylvania." [more] 

Barbara's final fate may be entirely lost to history. 

Several of Burkhard's nephews and grand-nephews appear to have been named in his memory -- Burkhard 
Meinder, Burget Miner, Burket and Frances (Skinner) Minerd and Burket and Susan (Hartzell) Minerd. 

  
 Copyright © 2000, 2011, 2013, 2019 Eugene F. Podraza and Mark A. Miner 

 

Frederick Meinert Jr. **  (? ð 1816)  
Frederick Meinert Jr. ( ? -1816) was born in the late 1730s or early 1740s in the Oley Valley of Philadelphia County, now 
Berks County, PA, the son of Friedrich and Eva Maria (Weber) Meinert Sr. 

Frederick Meinert Jr. is John aƛƴŘŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ƛƴ муслΦ 

Probably out of ignorance on how to spell German names, local officials frequently wrote the name of this branch of the 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ άaŜƛƴŘŜǊΦέ  Some members of this family who moved west to Wisconsin and Iowa in the 1850s eventually 
ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ϦŜϦ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άaƛƴŘŜǊΦέ  In addition to these two spellings, on some of the land records in Berks 
County the name is spelled "Miner" or "Meiner." 

In 1763 Friedrich married Catherine Nein ( ? - ? ), the daughter Casper and Barbara Nein, German immigrants of the Oley 
±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ ό¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŜŘǊƛŎƘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ Jacob Minerd Sr. ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ aŀǊƛŀ bŜƛƴ. The 
adults siblings of Catherine and Maria Nein included Sylvester Nein, Susanna Margaretha Leinbach, Barbara Schwartz, 
Daniel Nein and Elizabeth Schwartz. 

  

http://collection.readingpublicmuseum.org/objects/17983/gerburts-und-taufschein-birth-and-baptismal-certificate;jsessionid=634BB0CA397B0D37A80DB19B662BFF97?ctx=4e9d0898-e119-4ba1-a67f-ac118dafac07&idx=10
http://www.minerd.com/bio-meinder,_burkhard.htm
http://www.minerd.com/bio-meinder,_burkhard.htm
http://www.minerd.com/bio-miner,_burget.htm
http://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_burketskinner.htm
http://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_burkethartzell.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichsr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-minerd,_jacobnein.htm
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Nearby Reading, Berks County, 1840s 

   

Frederick and Catherine had six known children: Elizabeth 
Meinter, Burkhart Meinder, Susan Sigfried, Sarah Friedrich, Anna 
Maria Wertz and Friedrich Meinert (Frederick Miner) III. 

Frederick owned a farm in Rockland Township, which was created out 
of the larger Oley Township in 1758. On his tract, he ran a grist mill 
and a saw mill and also labored as a "cordwainer." In September 1769, 
he purchased a 290-acre farm in Oley Township from a group of 
investors in London, known as the Pennsylvania Land Company.  In 
1775 they acquired more acreage. One of the contracts was written 
completely in German. The total amount of land he owned was l,108-
acres. 

When the Revolutionary War broke out, Frederick joined the Berks 
County militia.  IŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ CƻŎƘǘΩǎ 
company.  The militia was composed of civilians, men who could not 
reasonably be called upon for any prolonged tour of duty or for travel 
far from home.  Such men could give but limited service and were 
used chiefly to garrison nearby forts, guard prisoners, serve in local campaigns, or temporarily support the Continental 
Army.  !ǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΦ ! Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛƭƭ ǇŀƛŘ ŀƴ άŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŦƛƴŜΦέ  On the Berks 
County list of fines most of the men paid 20 to 60 species, the monetary unit used in the colonies during this 
time.  CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ άaŜƛƴǘŜǊΣέ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘΣ ǇŀƛŘ ƻƴƭȅ с ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ 
civil obligations seriously. 

  

When the Revolutionary War ended, all males had to sign the oath of allegiance to the 
new government. Frederick Meiner, as his name was written, is listed in the book The 
Names of Persons Who Took the Oath of Allegiance in Berks County Pennsylvania, and 
signed June 1, 1778.  Since he was illiterate, someone else wrote out the name, spelling it 
"Fridrick Minner." Frederick made an "X" between his first and last names as his 
mark. The original book containing this record (Book D, Volume 1) is on file today at the 
Berks County Historical Society in Reading, PA. 

Tax records of 1780 show that Frederick's fortunes must have fallen after the war. That 
year, he only owned two horses and no cattle. 

Frederick died in 1816, leaving no will. Longtime family friend Jacob Egolff was named to 
administer the estate, settling debts and paying due taxes. 

 

 

Record of "Fridrick Minner's" oath,  
sworn to Samuel Ely on June 1, 1777 

 

Nines by the Numbers   
book (1993 edition) 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinder,_burkhard.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinder,_susansigfried.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinder,_sarahfriedrich.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-miner,_friedrichiii.htm
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Because many of their children were baptized and took communion at the Mertz Bieber Church in Rockland Township, 
in all probability Frederick and Catherine, and perhaps other family members, are buried there, but no grave markers 
exist there today.  

Frederick and Catherine are named in the book Nines by the Numbers, and also are mentioned in a newsletter of the 
Nein family, 9's in America, both published in 1993 by the late Jacqueline Nine. 

  

~ Daughter Anna Maria (Meinder) Wertz ~ 

Daughter Anna Maria Meinder ( ? - ? ) was born in (?). 

As a young woman, she dwelled in Ruscomb Manor Township, Berks County. 

On Aug. 30, 1801, she was united in holy wedlock with Joh. Wertz ( ? - ? ). The nuptials were held at the Schwarzwald 
Reformed Church in Exeter Township. 

The couple and marriage information were cited many years later in the 434-page book Wertz, Wirt, Wuertz, Etc. 
Families of Pennsylvania, 1400's-1990, published in 1990 by Heritage Books and authored by Carolyn Cell Choppin.. 

  

Copyright © 2000, 2011-2013, 2015, 2019 Eugene F. Podraza and Mark A. Miner 

Sketch of Reading by Thomas Sinclair, Philadelphia, from History of the Counties of 
Berks and Lebanon, by I. Daniel Rupp, printed by G. Hills, Lancaster, PA., 1844 

 

 

Catherine Meinert - Eigner (1733? ð 1775?)  
  
Catherine (Meinert) Eigner, the daughter of Friedrich and Eva Maria (Weber) Meinert Sr., was born around 1733 in 
Philadelphia County, 

Catherine married Johannes Eigner (1733-1796), the son of Johann Mathias and Anna Elizabeth Eigner.  

They had five known children: Anna Elizabeth Deheven, Johannes Mathias Eigner, Johannes "Peter" Eigner Sr., Johannes 
Eigner and Maria Eva Eigner.  

Catherine died around 1775 when she would have been age 42. 

Johannes survived his wife by 21 years. He passed into eternity on July 20, 1796, and he is buried at the Zion Lutheran 
Church in Alburtis, PA.  

  

~ Son Peter Eigner ~ 

Son Johannes "Peter" Eigner ( ? - ? ) married Susanna Stout ( ? - ? ). 

They had two children, David Eigner and Elizabeth Eigner.  

The Eigners may have resided in Upper Saucon Township, Lehigh County, PA. 

  

~ Daughter Anna Elizabeth (Eigner) Deheven ~ 

Daughter Anna Elizabeth Eigner ( ? - ? ) married Peter Deheven ( ? - ? ). 

They produced three known children: Catherine Deheven, Johannes Deheven and Peter Deheven Jr.  

  

Copyright © 2000, 2011 Eugene F. Podraza and Mark A. Miner 
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John Meinert Sr. (1740 ð 1770)  
  
John Meinert Sr. (also known as Meinder or Minder), the son of our German immigrant ancestors Friedrich and Eva 
Maria (Weber) Meinert, was born circa 1740 in Philadelphia County, later becoming Berks County, PA. 

John married Maria Margaret Müller (Miller) ( ? - ? ), the daughter of Johannes Müller. 

They produced three children -- Dorothea Meinert, Anna Maria Meinert and John Meinert Jr. 

John Sr. is listed on the Berks County tax list in 1767 living in Maxatawny Township.  A year later, he and his family 
moved to Macungie Township, Northampton County, PA. 

In 1770, at the age of about 30, John died. The cause of his untimely passing is not known. 

The widowed Maria Margaret remarried to George Sheuptt ( ? - ? ). 

The bore two daughters of their own -- Catherine Sheuptt and Mary Sheuptt. 

Sadly, Maria Margaret died sometime before 1785, leaving her husband and father to grieve her loss. 

When the will of Maria Margaret's father was probated in 1785, it was noted that she was already deceased. In the will, 
only two of their three children are mentioned (Anna Maria and John Jr.), a hint that Dorothea have have already died. 

  
~ Daughter Dorothea Meinert ~ 

Daughter Dorothea Meinert ( ? - ? ) was born in (?). 

She is believed to have died young, sometime prior to 1785, when her name was absent from her grandfather's estate 
papers. 

  
~ Daughter Anna Maria Meinert ~ 

Daughter Anna Maria Meinert ( ? - ? ) was born in (?). 

  
~ Son John Meinert Jr. ~ 

Son John Meinert Jr. ( ? - ? ) was born in (?). 

Copyright © 2000, 2019 Eugene F. Podraza and Mark A. Miner 

 

Mary Magdalene Meinert - Bohm (1740s? ð 1770s?)  
  
Mary Magdalene (Meinert) Bohm was born likely in the late 1740s in Oley Township, Philadelphia County (now Berks 
County), PA, the daughter of Friedrich and Eva Maria (Weber) Meinert Sr. Little is known of her life. 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichsr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichsr.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-meinert,_friedrichsr.htm
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She married Johann "Baltasar" Bohm (1739-1814), also spelled "Balthasar Boehm," the son of Conrad and Maria Sophia 
(Burchard) Bohm, said to have been immigrants from Fehrfield, Baden-Württemberg, Germany. 

They produced at least one daughter, Magdalena Bohm, born in 1768, and possibly a second daughter, Catherine Meyer 
Boehm, born in 1769. 

Sadly, while in her late 20s or early 30s, Mary passed away by 1775. She not only was survived by her husband and 
children but by her mother as well. When the mother wrote a last will and testament, in April 1774, she stated that 
among her bequests was "an other share of five Shillings to the lawful Ifsue of my Daughter Mary Begotten by Balzer 
Bohn Deceased who was her first Husband." 

Baltasar outlived his wife by decades. He is reputed to have died in 1814. 

~ Daughter Magdalena (Bohm) Gehris (?) ~ 

Daughter Magdalena Bohm (1768- ? ) -- also spelled "Behm" -- was born on Dec. 13, 1768. As an infant just a few weeks 
old, she was baptized January 7, 1769, at St. Joseph's Church in Colebrookdale in what today is Berks County. 

The rest of her biography presented here needs to be confirmed. 

Evidence hints that on Oct. 13, 1789, when she would have been 20, she may have wedded 23-year-old John Jacob 
Gehris (Oct. 3, 1766- ? ). Their nuptials were held in the Schwarzwald Church in Exeter Township, Berks County. 

Magdalena and John Jacob produced six known children -- Peter Gehris, Johann Georg Gehres, Daniel Gehris, Jacob 
Gehris, Elizabeth Hiestand and Nancy Gehris. 

  

 

Old Huff's Church 
Historical Souvenir of the Huff's Union Church in Hereford Township 

 Sadly, John Jacob died on Feb. 15, 1836. Interment was in Huff's Church Cemetery. 

At the age of 90, Magdalena passed away on Nov. 8, 1859. Her remains were placed into repose in Huff's Union Church 
Cemetery. Her grave marker is inscribed in German. [Find-a-Grave] 

Many distant nephews and nieces of Magdalena's -- of the Gaumer family -- also rest at Huff's Church. 

In 1915, Gehris descendants along with the Gackenbach family celebrated their seventh annual family reunion, known as 
a "Friendschaft" celebration. It was held at the home of Allen Stephen in East Texas, "where old acquaintances were 
renewed and new ones made," said the Allentown Morning Call. "Everybody present enjoyed themselves especially 
when dinner was announced by the ladies. The table fairly groaned under the weight of the good things and everybod 
did ample justice." 

Presumed son Peter Gehris (1793-1830) was born on Feb. 15, 1793. He was joined in wedlock with Catharina Huff (1794-
1877). The couple produced one known child, Eliza Shankweiler. Peter died an untimely death at the ae of 37 on Aug. 2, 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/46303932/magdelena-gehris
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1830. He is said to rest in Huff's Union Church Cemetery. Catharina outlived him by nearly half a century. She died in 
1877 at the age of 83. 

Presumed son Johann "Georg" Gehris (1795-1858) was born on Jan. 8, 1795. He was united in holy matrimony with 
Susanna Johnson (1796-1873). The couple produced one known son -- Reuben Gehris. He learned the trade of masonry 
and earned a living with this skill over the years. In 1850, when the federal census was taken, the family resided in 
Hereford Township, Berks County. Living under their roof was 43-year-old day laborer Jacob Gehris, his presumed wife 
Lydia and children Maria and Evan. At the age of 63, Georg succumbed on Jan. 21, 1858. His remains are in eternal 
repose in Huff's Union Church Cemetery, with his grave marker inscribed in German. [Find-a-Grave] 

¶ Grandson Reuben Gehris (1837-1920) was born on Dec. 19, 1837. Evidence suggests that he wedded Catharine 
(1838- ? ) and produced a son, Obediah Gehris. They were longtime farmers. In 1860, this family unit dwelled in 
Upper Macungie, Lehigh County, PA. As a widower late in life, Reuben made a home in Lower Milford, Lehigh 
County. He is known to have attended the seventh annual reunion of the Gehris and Gackenbach family in June 
1915 and was the oldest man present. Suffering from congestive heart failure and chronic kidney disease, he 
succumbed to the Grim Reaper on Aug. 3, 1920. Burial was in Shamrock Cemetery. Charles Gehris of 
Coopersburg, PA was the informant for the official Pennsylvania certificate of death. All of this needs to be 
confirmed. 

Presumed son Daniel Gehris (1797-1881) was born on Aug. 8, 1797. He married Judith Miller ( ? - ? ). They reputedly 
were the parents of six known children -- John Gehris, Nathaniel "Nathan" Gehris, Indiana Gehris, Charles Gehris, 
Benjamin J. Gehris and Sarah Gehris. Daniel died at the age of 83 on May 13, 1881. Interment was in Alsace Lutheran 
Church Cemetery in Reading. 

Presumed son Jacob Gehris (1798-1855) was born on Nov. 20, 1798. On Sept. 14, 1855, at the age of 56, Jacob died. 
Burial was in Huff's Union Cemetery. His grave marker was written in German. [Find-a-Grave] 

Presumed daughter Elizabeth Gehris (1803-1879) was born on March 13, 1803. She wedded Jacob Hiestand ( ? - ? ). 
Elizabeth passed away at the age of 76 on Oct. 31, 1879. Burial was in Huff's Union Church Cemetery, with her grave 
marker inscribed in German. [Find-a-Grave]. 

Presumed daughter Nancy Gehris (1805-1887) was born on April 18, 1805. Evidence hints that she never married. She 
died at the age of 82 on July 17, 1887. Her remains were lowered into rest in Huff's Union Church Cemetery. Her grave 
marker was inscribed in English. [Find-a-Grave] 

~ Daughter Catherine Meyer Bohm ~ 

Presumed daughter Catherine Meyer Bohm (1769- ? ) was born in about 1769. 

Copyright © 2000, 2019 Mark A. Miner and Eugene F. Podraza 

 

Johann ôHeinrichõ Meinert (? -  ?) 
Johann Heinrich Meinert is the least known son of our German immigrant ancestors, Friedrich and Eva Maria (Weber) 
Meinert Sr. 

His name appears on only one official document, the 1764 baptisms list of Pastor Schertlin of the Zion Lutheran Church 
in Alburtis, PA. 

Heinrich was listed as the father of a son Henrich (sic) Meinert, born June 3, 1764. The mother's name is not given, 
which hints that she may have died in childbirth. The sponsors were Heinrich's brother in-law and sister, Johannes and 
Catherine (Meinert) Eigner.  

Nothing more of his life is known.  

Copyright © 2000 Eugene F. Podraza 
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Meinder - Third Generation  
This document is intended for the ancesters of John Minder, great grandson of Friedrich Meinder Sr., grandson of 
Frederick Meinert Jr, son of Burkhard Meinder.  Frederick Meinert Jr. and his wife Catherine had six known children: 
Elizabeth Meinter, Burkhart Meinder, Susan Sigfried, Sarah Friedrich, Anna Maria Wertz and Friedrich Meinert (Frederick 
Miner) III.  John Minder was born in 1793 to Burkhard and his first wife, who is unknown, so his siblings are all half 
brothers and half sisters.  This document provides information information on all the siblings, but is focused on the 
family of John Minder and his descendants. 

 

Elizabeth Meinter  
No known information 

 

Burkhard Meinert **  (Meinder)   
Burkhard Meinert (Meinder) was born in the late 1760s in Oley Township, Berks County, PA, the son of Friedrich and 
Catherine (Nein) Meinert Jr. His first name also has been spelled "Burkhart," "Burgard," "Borghardt" and "Berghardt" 
over the years, among other variations, and his surname also has been spelled as "Meinter" and "Minder." 

He was named after his uncle Burkhard Meinert who lived in Macungie Township, Northampton County, PA.  He also 
had cousins who apparently shared the name -- Burket and Frances (Skinner) Minerd and Burket and Susan (Hartzell) 
Minerd. 

Burkhard's family name eventually became "Meinder" though we do not know how or why. As with other Pennsylvania 
Germans, his name went through various spellings in official documents due to what appears to have been carelessness 
or apathy of local officials.  

In genealogy records of descendants of son Johannes ("John"), it's said that Burkhard was an immigrant from 
Heidelberg, Germany. While not precisely true -- Burkhard was born in Pennsylvania -- this could be a clue to the family's 
origins. 

The name of Burkhard's first wife is unknown. They lived in Potter Township, Centre County, PA in 1793 when their only 
son was born -- Johannes "John" Minder.  

As recorded under the name "Burchard Minder," on Oct. 7, 1794, he and Joseph Sigfrid were witnesses at the marriage 
of his sister Susan Minder to Jacob Sigfrid. His name was published in a related list many years later in the Records of the 
American Catholic Historical Society of Philadelphia, Vol. 8.  

After several years as a widower, Burkhard married his second wife, Elisabetha "Elizabeth" Konrath ( ? - ? ), also spelled 
"Cronrad" and "Conrad," the daughter of Wilhelm Konrath. They were married May 29, 1798 at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Reading, Berks County, with Rev. Daniel Lehman performing the ceremony.  

  

A rare sketch of Reading, published in the 1840s 
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Burkhard's wife, son Johannes and father-in-law, Wilhelm Konrath (also spelled "Willhelm Kronradt") were 
communicants of the Christ (Mertz) Lutheran Church of Rockland Township, Berks County. 

Burkhard was a yeoman by trade, owning a farm in Rockland Township. The township was created in 1758 out of Oley 
Township. Tax records of Northampton County in 1786 show Burkhard, spelled "Borgert Meinert," with the occupation 
of blacksmith. He owned 11 acres of land, one horse and two hed of cattle. 

They were active members of, and had their children baptized at, the Mertz Church in Dryville, Rockland Township. 
Burkhard and Elizabeth were recorded as "communicants" in the church in June 1811. They also were sponsors for other 
relatives and friends baptized in the church, such as Catharine Bäyer, baptized in June 1819 and the daughter of Wilhelm 
Bayer and Susanna Kronrath; and in January 1822 for Jakub Christmann, son of Johann Christmann. 

Burkhard and Elizabeth had eight known children  --  Daniel Meinder, Jonathan Meinder, Maria Schröder, Salome 
Lies, Maria Magdalena "Lena" Reider, Benjamin Meinder, Anna Matilda Buchert and Lydia Meinder. 

At the birth of their daughter Salome, in April 1809, the couple had her baptized at the age of four months on Aug. 15, 
1809 in Rockland Township. A birth and baptismal certificate -- known in German as a taufschein -- was prepared and 
decorated to celebrate the occasion. The original taufschein today is believed to be in the collection of the Berks County 
Historical Society in Reading and is cited in the 1998 book by Klaus Stopp, Printed Birth and Baptismal Certificates of the 
German Americans. 

  

 

Cousin-researcher Eugene Podraza searching in vain for 
Burkhard's grave in the Christ (Mertz) Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Cemetery, Dryville, PA, April 2013. 

In his will, penned and signed in the German language and dated Oct. 21, 1822, Burkhard wrote:  

As the weaknesses come closer and the strength diminishes even though my mental powers are still strong and 
well for which mercy be praise and thanks to that God who has guided me since my youth. And if it pleases the 
Lord to stand by me with his goodwill and mercy in this earthly vale then honor be to Him alone. With this I have 
deliberately and in good conscience ordered, this, my last will and testament, and I wish that such will be honored 
and followed by my heirs and successors after my death.  
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He also wrote that I command and it is my will that my present wife, 
Elizabeth, shall have all my real estate and movable property."  He 
stated that "She shall also inhabit my plantation in aforementioned 

Rockland Township, together with my minor children..." Daniel Jung ("Young") and brother in law John Cronrad served 
as executors of the estate. An inventory of his estate, still on file in the Berks County Courthouse, shows that his 
livestock included one mare, one horse, one colt, four heads of horn cattle and one calf, 10 hogs, four sheep and seven 
geese.  

By Nov. 30, 1822, he was dead. No obituary has been found in an index of the German-language Reading 
Adler newspaper spanning the years 1797-1824. A sale of his estate assets was held to raise funds to pay his debts. 
Copies of the related paperwork remains on file today in the Berks County Courthouse in Reading. 

It is believed that Burkhard and Elizabeth are buried at the cemetery at Mertz Church in Rockland.  However, there are 
no legible gravestones for either of them. Cousin researchers Mark Miner and Eugene Podraza walked the cemetery in 
April 2013, noting that most of the texts were in German, and that many had faded badly, or were not readable at all 
anymore. 

~ Daughter Maria (Meinder) Schroeder ~  

Daughter Maria Meinder ( ? - ? ) is believed to be the same "Maria Meinter" who was a communicant in the Mertz 
Church of Dryville, Berks County on May 3, 1823.  

She married Daniel Schröder (Schroeder) on Sept. 23, 1828, in Oley Township, Berks County. Nothing more is known. 

~ Daughter Lydia Meinder ~  

Daughter Lydia Meinder (1820- ? ) was born on June 10, 1820 in Rockland Township, Berks County.  

She received her baptism at the Mertz Church on Nov. 19, 1820, sponsored by Wilhelm and Suanna (Kronrath) Beyer. On 
her baptismal record, her last name was spelled "Meinter."  

Nothing more is known. 

 

Susan Meinder - Sigried (1770s? -  ?) 
  
Susan (Meinder) Siegfried was born most likely in the early 1770s in Berks County, PA, the daughter of Friedrich and 
Catherine (Nein) Meinert Jr., a family name often spelled "Meinder." 

On Oct. 7, 1794, Susan married Jacob Sigfrid (or "Sigfried") ( ? - ? ), the son of John "Michael" and Justina Sigfrid and 
grandson of George Sigfrid of the Oley hills. 

With "the banns having been called," their wedding was allowed to move forward. It was a formality in the church that 
one's minister made a public declaration of a couple'sintention to marry, announced both in the local parish church and 
in the church where the wedding was to occur. 

Performing the ceremony was Rev. N. Delvaux at St. Paul's mission church at Goshenhoppen, Hereford Township, Berks 
County. Witnesses were Joseph Sigfrid and Susan's brother "Burchard Minder" (Burkhart Meinder). In the priest's old 
German writing, the location of the church was in "Goschenhoppen, Herefordt Daunschipp Bergs Kaunti." The site of the 
mission is believed to have been near what today are Barto and Churchville in Washington Township, Berks County. 

  

 

Signage at the Mertz Church circa 2013 
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Above: record of the Sigfrid marriage, Goshenhoppen church register. 
Below, site of the church in 1876 (circled), marked "R.C. Ch." for "Roman 
Catholic Church." 

 

   

The Meinders were not of the Roman Catholic faith. It's possible that St. Paul's 
mission church was the only opportunity for a licensed minister to perform their 
wedding. More likely, Jacob's family was Catholic and insisted that Susan convert in 
order to marry. When Jacob's father died in February 1785, and mother Justina in 
August 1821, both were laid to rest in the Most Blessed Sacrament Church 
Cemetery in Bally. 

Four years after Susan and Jacob's marriage, his brother George was joined in 
wedlock with Barbara Felix in nuptials also held in the Goshenhoppen church. 
Barbara was the daughter of Nicholas Felix, with the parties marked in the records 
as "Catholics." 

Susan and Jacob produced these known offspring -- Magdalen Sigfrid and Joseph 
Sigfrid and possibly others. The first two babies were baptized in infancy in the 
Goshenhoppen church. If the Sigfrids produced additional children, they are not 
recorded in the Goshenhoppen registries. 

  

~ Daughter Magdalen Sigfrid ~ 

Daughter Magdalen Sigfrid (1795- ? ) was born in the early part of 1795. On May 10, 1795, she was baptized in infancy 
the Goshenhoppen Church, with a notation made in the church records. Her sponsors were not identified. 

Evidence hints that she may have wedded Daniel G. Mohn (1784?- ? ). If so, this opens up a host of fascinating stories 
and research possibilities. Among the clues are that Daniel may served as a private in the War of 1812 under the 
command of Capt. George Ritter, with a term lasting from Aug. 28, 1814 to March 5, 1815. His name appears on a list of 
War of 1812 veterans in the book History of Berks County, Pennsylvania, Vol. 1, by Morton Luther Montgomery. If so, he 
received a military pension as compensation for his service. His case may have been numbered "1847" but this is 
conjecture. 

Another is that they may have borne two daughters who never married over their long lives -- Hannah Mohn (1829-
1917) and Catherine "Kitty" Mohn (1833-1917). When the federal census was taken in 1850, this family group dwelled 
together in Roscombmanor Township, Berks County, with Daniel earning a living as a farmer. In 1870, census records 
show Daniel as a carpenter. Daniel and Magdalena reputedly passed away a few years apart, with her dying in about 
1880 at the age of 85. After Magdalena died, William Griesemer was named to administer her estate. When both 
daughters died in 1917, their death certificates both identified their mother as "Magdalena Siegfried." 

~ Son Joseph Sigfrid ~ 

 

Church of the Blessed Sacrament 
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Son Joseph Sigfrid (1798- ? ) was born on March 12, 1798. At the age of a little more than one month, he was baptized in 
the Goshenhoppen Church, with a notation made in the church records. His father and grandmother Justina Albrecht 
served as his sponsors at the baptism ceremony. 

Could he be the same Joseph Siegfried (May 14, 1796-1877) who served as a private in the 1st Regiment, Pennsylvania 
Militia during the War of 1812? If so, he died on Nov. 7, 1877, with burial in Hill Church Union Cemetery in Boyertown. 
Research is underway to try to ascertain whether true or not. 

  

~ More About the Goshenhoppen Church ~ 

The church is considered the second oldest Catholic congregation in Pennsylvania, 
organized in 1741, with houses of worship erected in 1743 and 1837. It was located 
halfway between Allentown and Boyertown. According to the Records book, the name of 
the church where they were married was changed in 1837 to the Church of the Blessed 
Sacrament, with the name of the community changed from "Goshenhoppen" to 
"Churchville" and officially "Bally" in 1883.  

In the 1880s, the Goshenhoppen church records were published in Records of the 
American Catholic Historical Society of Philadelphia, Vol. 8. Then in 1984, almost a century 
later, they were reprinted in book form, spanning the years 1741-1819, and under a bright 
red cover, by the Genealogical Publishing Company Inc. of Baltimore. 

  

Copyright © 2013, 2019 Mark A. Miner 

 

Sarah Meinder - Friederich (1776 ð 1858)  
 

Sarah (Meinder) Friederich was born on Jan. 22, 1776 in 
Rockland Township, Berks County, PA, the daughter 
of Friedrich and Catherine (Nein) Meinder Jr.   

She married George "Adam" Friederich (Americanized to 
"Frederick") (1778-1858).  

As an infant Adam was baptized at the age of 42 days in 
the St. Joseph's Hill Church in Pike Township, Berks 
County, on April 16, 1778. 

The couple produced the following 11 known children -
- Jacob Frederick Sr., Jonathan "Jonas" Frederick 
Sr., David Frederick Sr., Lydia Friederich, Peter Friederich, 
Adam Friederich Jr., Rubin Frederick, George Frederick 
Sr., Hannah Pauly, Maria "Mary" Walp/Walb and Sarah 
Frederick.  

When the federal census was enumerated in 1850, Sarah and Adam were listed as residing in Rockland Township, Berks 
County. Also living under their roof was 11-year-old Elisabeth Frederick, probably a granddaughter. At the age of 73, 
Adam's occupation was listed as "Farmer" and he had a not-insubstantial estate worth $5,000. The census-taker spelled 
their name "Frederick." 

When a detailed map of Rockland was made in 1854, a cluster of three Frederick farms was depicted in the eastern 
section of the township.  Very little else is known of their lives. 

 

Goshenhoppen Registers 

 

Sarah's grave, German text 

 

Adam's grave in German. 
Photos courtesy Neil D. Scheidt 
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"A. Frederick" and "Frederick" farms in Rockland Township, 1854 

Sarah died at the age of 82 on Feb. 7, 1858, in Rockland Township. She was laid to rest in New Jerusalem Cemetery in 
nearby Fleetwood Township. [Find-A-Grave] Her grave marker was inscribed in German, stating her dates of birth and 
death, her husband's name and the fact that she was "Geboren Meinder" -- born under the maiden name of Meinder. 

Records of the cemetery, prepared in 1986, show that her grave is in Row 10, between her husband and Johannes Jaus. 
(The report's editors were Fay L. Cox, Anna Schroeder and Elaine D. Schwar.) 

A brief obituary was printed in the Feb. 23, 1858 edition of the weekly Reading Adler newspaper. In German, it reads: 
"Starb: - am 7ten Diefes, in Rocland, Sara Friedrich, Sattin von Adam Friederich, im Ulter von 82 Jahren und 16 Tagen. 
Translated into English, it reads: "Died: - on 17 [Diefe], in Rockland, Sara Friederich, wife of Adam Friederich, in age of 82 
years and 16 days." 

Original copies of the Adler (German for "Eagle") are preserved and on file today at the Historical Society of Berks 
County. Sarah's obituary is translated in the publication Deaths Reported in the Reading "Adler," compiled in 1981 by 
Warren D. Faust. 

 

Adam passed away the following month, on March 15, 1858. He also rests for eternity in New Jerusalem. [Find-A-Grave] 

Today the church is a mixture of the Evangelical Lutheran and United Church of Christ denominations. 

  

 

Old, fading German graves in the New Jerusalem Church, Berks 
County 

~ Daughter Lydia Friedrich ~ 

Daughter Lydia Friedrich (1805-1876) was born on Aug. 13, 1805 in Rockland Township.  

She died in 1876, also in Rockland. 

~ Son Peter Friedrich ~ 

Son Peter Friedrich (1807- ? ) was born on Jan. 16, 1807 in Rockland Township. 
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~ Son Adam Friedrich ~ 

Son Adam Friedrich (1809- ? ) was born on Feb. 27, 1809 in Rockland Township. 

~ Son Rubin Friedrich ~ 

Son Rubin Friedrich (1809-  ? ) was born on Oct. 10, 1809 in Rockland Township. His birthdate needs to be verified as it is 
only eight months following the birth of his older brother Adam. 

~ Daughter Sarah Friedrich ~ 

Daughter Sarah Friedrich ( ? - ? ) is a mystery, other than her name. 

  

Copyright © 2013-2015, 2019 Mark A. Miner 

Sarah and Adam Friederich grave photos courtesy of Neil D. Scheidt 

  

Anna Maria Meinder - Wertz  
No known information.  

 

Frederick Miner III (1787 -   
Frederick Miner III, also spelled "Friedrich Meinder," was born in about 1787, the son of Friedrich and Catherine (Nein) 
Meinert Jr. He was the third generation in this line of the family to carry the first name "Friedrich" or "Frederick." 

  

Frederick married Elizabeth (?) (1788- ? ), whose maiden name is not 
yet known. They had six children -- Elizabeth Heilman, Elias 
Miner, Leah Schall, Levi Miner, Harriet Thornton and John Miner. 

He first appears in the public record on the federal census of 1810 of 
Rockland Township, Berks County, PA. On that census, his age was 
given as between 26 and 45, and his wife's age as between 16 and 26. 
There also were listings in that census record for two daughters under 
the age of 10. The census-taker spelled his name "Fredk Minder Jun." 

Ten years later, in 1820, the census-taker of Rockland Township 
recorded the household of eight members as follows: Frederick as a 
free white male between age 26 and 45, and two younger males, one 
up to age 10, and the other age 10 to 16. Females in the household 
included Elizabeth (between age 26 and 45) and four daughters, two of whom were under the age of 10, and two 
between ages 10 and 16. The name was spelled "Frederick Minder." 

When their daughter Elizabeth was born in 1812, she was baptized at the Mertz Beiber church in Rockland Township, 
Berks County. The ceremony was held on Oct. 28, 1812, with Frederick and Catherine (?) serving as sponsors. In this 
record, the family surname is spelled "Meinter." Frederick's brother Burkhard Meinder also was a member of the Mertz 
Church, and is believed to be buried there in its cemetery. (Today it is known as the Christ (Mertz) Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.) 

 Frederick next appears in public documents when his father's estate papers will probated in 1815. In an appraisal of the 
estate, it was noted that Friedrich owned six bonds, valued at 40 [pounds?]. The first bond was to be paid on April 4, 
1816, and each successive bond was to be paid on April 4 of each succeeding year. 

Sometime after 1820, the Miners migrated to Mauch Chunk, Northampton County (later renamed "Carbon" County), PA. 
At the time, this river town of dramatic mountainous landscape -- dubbed the "Switzerland of America" -- was emerging 

 

Mertz Church today, in Berks County, PA,  
where the Miner infants were baptized 
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as an important Anthracite coal production and shipping center. It is part of the western boundary of the Pocono 
Mountain range and sits in a steep gorge carved by the waters of the Lehigh River. 

The Miners purchased a two-and-a-half story frame house at 30 West Broadway, one of the town's main thoroughfares. 
The property -- measuring 29 feet by 150 feet -- was bounded on the east by George Kistner, to the north by the Lehigh 
Coal and Navigation Company, and on the west by Philip Datot. 

Frederick is believed to be the same "Frederick Meiner" heading a household of nine individuals, shown on the census of 
North Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, PA in 1830. It is apparent that they were living there in 1833 when it the local 
newspaper reported that daughter Elizabeth had married Nathan Heilman, on Dec. 2, 1833.  

Four years later, on Nov. 4, 1836, Frederick and son Elias voted in the presidential election, with the poll held in the 
home of John Leisenring of Mauch Chunk Township, Northampton County. In that election, Martin Van Buren defeated 
Whig Party candidates William Henry Harrison, Daniel Webster and others to capture the nation's top office.  

For reasons not yet known, Frederick does not appear on the census of 1840, but this is being researched further. After 
the family's move to Mauch Chunk, the family surname became established and fixed as "Miner," and all of their 
children and their offspring used that spelling. 

In the ensuing decade, Northampton County was subdivided in 1843, with Mauch Chunk becoming part of the newly 
formed Carbon County. 

Frederick and Elizabeth next are named in the 1850 census in Mauch Chunk, Carbon County. At age 63, he was listed as a 
carpenter, and Elizabeth's age was given as 62. Living in their home was 13-year-old John Scofield, relationship 
unknown, but who could have been a grandson. Living in adjacent dwellings were the Miners' sons John and Levi and 
their families. 

 

Frederick died in 1854 at the age of 67. He left no will, meaning in the eyes of the law, 
he died "intestate." Son in law William Thornton served as executor of the estate and 
had to settle a tangle of more than $6,500 in debts and other remaining accounts, 
including more than $2,300 still owed in mortgage value to Lehigh Coal and 
Navigation Company. 

Probate court documents of the estate show that Frederick's major asset was his 
tract on the northward side of West Broadway in Mauch Chunk. The value of his 
other personal effects was insufficient to pay his debts, and the court ruled that his 
real estate needed to be liquidated to generate the needed cash. A sale was held on 
April 11, 1857, with George Kistner winning the bidding at a price of $710. 

As a widow, with the family home now sold away, Elizabeth went to live in the 
household of her married daughter Leah Schall in Mauch Chunk. She is shown in their 
dwelling in the 1860 federal census. Living a few doors away was her married 
son John and his sons. 

Her final fate has not yet been discovered, and their burial places are unknown.  

All three sons were employed in industrial manufacturing -- Elias was a machinist and 
owned several foundries and iron works, and Levi and John were molders.  

  

Copyright © 2011, 2013, 2014 Eugene F. Podraza and Mark A. Miner 

   

 

Estate sale advert, 1857 

https://www.minerd.com/bio-miner,_leahschall.htm
https://www.minerd.com/bio-miner,_johnmauch.htm


Descendants of Friedrich Meinert and Eva Maria Weber  

Written by:  Twila Payne                                9ŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅΥ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {Φ ά{ǘŜǾŜέ ¢ǊŀȅƴƻǊ      Page 49 of 239 
 

Minder Ancestry  - F ourth  Generation  
The following information is taken from information provided in ¢ǿƛƭŀ tŀȅƴŜΩǎ book άJohn aƛƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎέ 
published prior to the information provided by Miner Miner above.  The information was originally published on 
Geneaology.com and was placed into book form by Michael S. Traynor as there were no longer any original copies of 
¢ǿƛƭŀΩs book available.   

Author and Writer: Geneaology.com  

Twila C. Payne  
W5144 State Rd 35 
Bay City,WI 54723 

United States 
(715) 594-3033 

tcpayne@BevComm.net 
 

Editor:  This version of the document revised on March 1, 2017 

Michael Steven Traynor 
2707 E. Tranquility Pl. 
Sioux Falls, SD  57108 

952-423-1539 
mstraynor@outlook.com 

 

I (Twila Payne) have researched the John Minder family for over 25 years and in October 1998 printed a book on this 
family. I had a file on Burkhart Meinert and have finally connected him to our family. He is John's father. I still do not 
much information on three of the children, Jonas, Jacob and John.  Listed below is some information on this family. I 
would appreciate any information that can be given on the three brothers: 

  John Minder-b.1793 in Potter Township, Centre County, Pa., d. 27 
April 1865 in Frankfort Township, Pepin County, WI., m. Ann 
Osawaldt abt. 1823. They lived in Iowa 1840-1860, Wisconsin 1860-
1900's, had 9 children:  

Nathan-b. 1820 in Rockland Township, Berks Co., PA, d. 24 
January 1888 in Frankfort Township, Pepin Co., WI 

Elizabeth-b. 8 February 1826 in Reading, Berks County, PA, 
d. 8 October 1895 in Kent, King Co., WA  

Benjamin-b. 26 November 1828 in Centre County, PA, d. 18 
February 1893 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, WI 

Jonas-b. 8 November 1830 in PA, d. 1903 in Rolla, Phelps 
Co., Missouri  

David Austin-b. 27 September 1832 in PA, d. 19 November 
1883 in Lake City, Wabasha County, MN 

Jacob-b. 14 January 1836 in PA, (b. 12 Feb 1836 according 
to Find A Grave) d. 26 Nov 1864 (according to Find A Grave) 

Eli-b. 5 October 1838 in Potter Township, Centre County, PA, 
d. 5 April 1916 in Frankfort Township, Pepin County, WI  

John-b. in PA, died in Iowa. 

mailto:tcpayne@BevComm.net
mailto:mstraynor@outlook.com
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John Minderõs Half- Brothers & Half - Sisters  
The name of John aƛƴŘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ όƘƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ Burkhard's first wife) is unknown. They lived in Potter Township, Centre 
County, PA in 1793 when their only son was born -- Johannes "John" Minder.   After several years as a widower, 
Burkhard married his second wife, Elisabetha "Elizabeth" Konrath ( ? - ? ), also spelled "Cronrad" and "Conrad," the 
daughter of Wilhelm Konrath. They were married May 29, 1798 at Trinity Lutheran Church in Reading, Berks County, 
with Rev. Daniel Lehman performing the ceremony.  

Burkhard and Elizabeth had eight known children  --  Daniel Meinder, Jonathan Meinder, Maria Schröder, Salome 
Lies, Maria Magdalena "Lena" Reider, Benjamin Meinder, Anna Matilda Buchert and Lydia Meinder. 

Daniel Meinder (1796 ð 1864)  
Daniel Meinder was born on March 2, 1796 in Berks County, PA, the son of Burkhard and Elizabeth (Konrath) Meinder. 
His and his wife's dark-stained, badly fading grave markers, still standing today in Oley, Berks County, are among the few 
we have found inscribed in the family's native German language. 

Daniel is believed to have been married twice.  

Records of the Berks County Genealogical Society reveal that his first bride's name was Matline (Madeleine) Ruppert ( ? - 
? ). They were wed in 1827, when Daniel was age 31. How the marriage ended is a mystery. 

His second wife was Sarah Breitigam (or "Breidegam") (1809-1877), who was 12 years younger than he.  

The Meinders had five known children -- William Meinder, Catharine "Kitty" Moyer, Caroline Meinder, Sarah 
Prutzman and Melinda Bauder. They also raised a grandson, Daniel Oxenford (a.k.a. Meinder).  

Daniel was a coach maker of Shanesville, Oley Township, Berks County, as shown in the federal census of 1850. German 
was spoken and written in their household, as evidenced by the family Bible kept by their son William, with German 
family notes. 

By 1860, when the census again was enumerated, his occupation was listed as "wheelright." His married daughter 
Catherine Moyer and her family lived next door. 

Daniel passed away on May 9, 1864, at the age of 68 years, two months and seven days. Details of his passing are not 
known, and no newspaper obituary was published in the local German language weekly, the Reading Adler. He was laid 
to rest in the Friedens Cemetery, Section VII, Row 25, next to the family of Simon and Mary Ann Link. A stone was 
erected at the grave, and it was written in German text. 

Jonathan Meinder  
No known information.  

Maria Meinder -  Schröder  
No known information.  

Salome Meinder - Lies (1809 ð 1841)  
Salome (Meinder) Lies was born on April 19, 1809, presumably in Berks County, 
PA, the daughter of Burkhard and Elizabeth (Konrath) Meinder.  

When Salome was four months of age, on Aug. 15, 1809, her parents had 
her baptized in Rockland Township. A birth and baptismal certificate -- known in 
German as a taufschein -- was prepared and decorated to celebrate the occasion. 
The original taufschein today is believed to be in the collection of the Berks County 
Historical Society in Reading and is cited in the 1998 book by Klaus Stopp, Printed 
Birth and Baptismal Certificates of the German Americans. 

Salome married Johann M. "John" Lies (Aug. 20, 1807-1895), a native of 
Friedensburg, Berks County and the son of John and Maria (Milot) Lies, also 
spelled "Lease" and "Liess." 

Spies Church, built of stone, 1810, 
to replace a log building from 1774 
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The couple is believed to have produced two daughters, Elizabeth Lies and Sarah Lease. Baby Elizabeth was christened in 
February 1835 by the pastor of the Trinity Lutheran Church of Reading. 

Nothing more is known about Salome's life, only about her death. 

At the age of 32, either two days or 10 days after her birthday, Salome died. 
(Her grave marker, now gone, gave the date of April 29, 1841, while Trinity 
Lutheran Church burial records in Reading give her name as "Elisabeth" and 
her death date as April 21, 1841.) 

She was laid to rest in the Zion (Spies) Church Cemetery in Alsace Township 
near Reading, Berks County. The graveyard was located across the road from 
where the church stands today. A marker was erected at her grave, in Row O. 
It read:  

A local resident named Samuel Leinbach kept records of burials in his diaries, with the first made in 1833. As well, a 
typewritten history prepared in 1934 by Jacob H. Rohrbach included lists of baptisms from 1774 to 1933. The church's 
original record book covering the 1774 to 1880 timeframe is said to be preserved in the Philadelphia Historical Library. 
These documents need to be consulted for more information about our Salome. Any other records of the congregation 
no longer exist, as two of its church buildings burned to the ground by 1937, incinerating any papers which had been 
kept therein. 

Maria Magdalena òLenaó Meinder (1811 ð 1848)  
Maria Magdalena "Lena" Meinder was born on Feb. 19, 1811, presumably in Berks County, PA, the daughter 
of Burkhard and Elizabeth (Konrath) Meinder. Her darkened, cracked and fading grave marker, written in German script, 
still stands in Oley, Berks County, and is one of the few and earliest tangible artifacts remaining of the family's German 
culture and origins. 

Lena was young when her father died, and the Berks County Orphans Court appointed Benjamin Mertz as her legal 
guardian. When she reached the age of 21, she signed court documents acknowledging that she had received her 
rightful share of her father's estate, and was thus discharging Mertz from his duty. She signed her name, spelled by a 
clerk as "Magdalena Minder," with an "X."  

At the age of 25, on Oct. 16, 1836, Lena married 25-year-old Gideon Schlockerman Reider (or "Reiter") (1811-1870) of 
Berks County. Rev. Röller performed the ceremony, and an announcement was published in the Kutztown 
Neutralist newspaper. Gideon was the son of Johannes Weidner and Elizabeth (Schlockerman) Reider, also residents of 
the Oley area.  

The Reiders had four children -- Jeremiah Reider, Magdalena " Lena" 
Reider, Elizabeth Weiser (or "Weaver") and Mary Hahn. 

In 1842, Lena she received a bequest of $332.42 from the estate of her 
late grandfather, William Cronrad ("Kronrath" or "Conrad").  

They owned two small farms in Oley Township, Berks County. The first, 
measuring 10 acres, was adjacent to the farms of neighbors were 
Francis Weimberger, Daniel Augstadt Jr., Martin Yoder and Wisler 
Tally. The second, of 15 acres, adjoined the farms of Jeremiah 
Hartman, Levi Merkle, Martin Yoder and Wister Tally.  

Magdalena apparently passed away on Sept. 1, 1848. She was just 37 at the time, and her untimely death may have 
been a result of childbirth. She was placed into eternal rest at the Friedens Church Cemetery in Oley Township. No 
obituary has been found in an index of the German-language Reading Adler newspaper spanning the years 1825 to 1850. 

Her grave marker, written in German, was inscribed with her maiden name of "Meinter." (link) 

 

 SALOME LIES 
Wife of Johann M. Lies 

Daughter of Burkhart Meinder 
Born April 19, 1809 
Died April 29, 1841 

Age 32 years, 0 months, 10 days 

"Magdalena Reiter, geborne Meinder" --  
her German grave marker inscription 
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Benjamin  Meinder (1814 ð 1879)  
Benjamin Meinder was born on Dec. 3, 1814 in Oley Township, Berks County, 
PA, the son of Burkhard and Elizabeth (Konrath) Meinder. (The year of his 
birth also is showing in variant records as 1815 and 1819.)  

At the age of eight months, on Aug. 6, 1815, according to church records, 
Benjamin was baptized in the Mertz Church in Dryville, Rockland Township. 
Benjamin Mertz and Catharina Joder attended the ceremony and were his 
godparents. 

When he was 17 years of age, on April 15, 1832, he received communion in 
the Mertz Church.  Benjamin married Hamburg resident Christiana Albrecht 
(1821-1911), daughter of Frederick Christian and Sophia Catharine (Baldauf) 
Albrecht who emigrated to the United States from Durrmenz, Wurtemburg, 
Germany in about 1819. Christiana's family name was Americanized to 

"Albright."  Her siblings were Lucinda Albright, Sophia Albright, Johanna Louisa "Hannah" Tobias and Isabella Weidman.  

They resided in Hamburg, Windsor Township, Berks County, where Benjamin labored for decades as a blacksmith, boat 
maker and brewer. Hamburg was known as a stop on the Reading to Pottsville turnpike and Pennsylvania canal, and was 
a center for boat construction. It also was the home of the prominent Windsor Furnace, built in 1745 and rebuilt in 1822 
as an important producer of iron. 

The Meinders had nine known children -- Alfred Franklin Meinder, Augustus Meinder, Jeremias "Jeremiah" Meinder, 
Charles Meinder, Walter Meinder, Sophia Shuman, Alice Amanda Meinder, Franklin Meinder and Sarah Ellen "Sallie" 
Lesher. 

 When Benjamin reached age 21, he was entitled to receive his lawful share of his late father's estate. He received a 
payout of $111.84 held in trust by his guardian Benjamin Mertz, with payment made on March 27, 1837. The legal 
receipt Benjamin signed confirmed the identity of his late father. Then again in 1842, upon the death of his grandfather 
William Cronrad (Konrath) of Ruscombmanor, he received a bequest of several hundred dollars. In the legal instrument 
of this receipt, his name was spelled "Meinter" and his residence was Windsor Township. 

 When the federal census of Hamburg was taken in 1850, blacksmiths William Wagner (age 18) and Jacob Fridrick (17) 
lived under their roof, and likely were apprentices. The family remained in Hamburg during the 1850s and the 1860s. In 
April 1857, Christiana and her siblings and George Shellenberger and Jeremiah Koller (guardians of other heirs) of their 
late father received a lump sum payment of $816.20 from the father's estate. 

In March 1859, Benjamin was elected as a member of the town council of Hamburg.  The census of 1860 shows that 
Benjamin's primary occupation had changed to boat building. His father in law Frederick Christian Albright was a boat 
builder and millwright and had a boatyard in the southern part of Hamburg. The father in law died on April 20, 1854, 
which may have led to Benjamin to inherit or otherwise take control of the boat business. 

Benjamin contracted a serious case of tuberculosis (consumption) and died from its effects in Hamburg on May 14, 
1879, at the age of 62 years, 10 months, 18 days. He was laid to rest in the Saint Johns Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Cemetery in Hamburg, and the funeral sermon by Rev. Thomas Theophilus Iaeger was based on the text Psalm 112:1: 
"Praise ye the Lord. Blessed is he man that feareth the Lord, that delighteth greatly in his commandments." (King James 
Version) 

A brief notice of his death was published in the local German-language Reading Adler, and the Hamburg column of 
the Reading Eagle said that "at one time [he was} one of our most prosperous and energetic business men, and also 
engaged for a number of years as a boat-builder..." A record of his death is kept in a "Register of Funerals" document on 
microfilm in the archives of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. The date of his death, as inscribed on 
his grave marker, is incorrect by a factor of 10 years -- showing "Feb. 5, 1889" rather than "May 14, 1879."  

(Rev. Iaeger performed several weddings and funerals in the Meinder family, and is known to have been pastor of 
Lutheran congregations in Oley, Bern, Spies, Shalters and Kissinger until his death on May 13, 1888. In his career, he 
preached 5,258 sermons, baptized 6,263 children, performed 1,748 marriages, officiated at 2,472 funerals, confirmed 

 
 

St. John's Cemetery, Hamburg 
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3,608 catechumens, gave communion to 74,750 individuals and prayed with the sick 2,860 times, according to 
the History of Berks County.) 

 Christiana outlived him by more than three decades. 

When the census again was taken in 1880, widow Christiana (named as "Dinah") headed a household including sons 
Walter and Franklin and daughter Alice. Walter's occupation was "laborer" and Franklin's as a "cigar maker" while Alice 
was simply shown as "at home."  

On Feb. 20, 1885, she suffered the untimely death of her married son Charles, at the age of 37. No cause has been 
discovered.  

The 1900 census shows Christiana living alone in Hamburg at the age of 77. She told the 
census taker that she had birthed 10 children but that only two of them were living at that 
time. In 1910, residing with her married daughter Sophia Shuman in Hamburg, she 
reported that she had birthed four children, with only one alive. 

Christiana passed away at the home of her married daughter Sophia Shuman in Hamburg 
on March 10, 1911, at the age of 89 years. In her obituaries, the Reading 
Eagle and Hamburg Item referred to her as "Christie" and noted that she was Benjamin's 
widow and that he had been "a manufacturer of boats and brewer, who died at this place 
32 years ago." It also said she was survived by nine grandchildren and one great-grandchild, 
and that her son Frank was living in Goldfield, Nevada. 

After a viewing in the Shuman home, and a funeral service led by Rev. D.G. Druckenmiller, 
Christiana was placed at rest beside her husband in St. Johns Cemetery, with a prominent stone marking their grave. 

Anna Mathilda Meinder - Bucher (1817 ð 1860s?)  
Anna Mathilda (Meinder) Bucher was born in December 1817 in Rockland Township, Berks County, the daughter 
of Burkhard and Elizabeth (Konrath) Meinder.  

She was baptized at the age of seven months in the Mertz Church in Dryville, 
Rockland Township on July 5, 1818. Serving as her sponsors were her relatives 
Wilhelm and Magdalena Konrath. 

 Anna married Gideon Buchert (1816- ? ), a German name Americanized and 
shortened to "Bucher." They were wed before she reached the age of 21. 

They had five known children -- William Bucher, Catherine Bucher, Mary 
Jane Bucher, Emeline Bucher and Daniel "Albert" Bucher. 

They lived circa 1842 in Clinton Township, Lycoming County, PA. That year, 
she received a bequest of $332.42 from the estate of her late grandfather, 
William Cronrad ("Kronrath" or "Conrad").  

By 1860, the family had moved to Mifflinburg, White Deer Township, Union County, PA, where Gideon worked at 
"spinning & carder" and daughter Catherine, age 15, as a "weaver." Boarding in their home that year was 38-year-old 
"spinner" George Nevil, more than likely an assistant to Gideon in their trade. Classified advertisements of the time in 
the Lewisburg (PA) Chronicle suggest that the Buchers' home was located near the property of the Sheffield Iron 
Company and a four-story wool factory where Gideon may have labored. 

The Buchers made a monumental decision to pull up stakes during the early years of the Civil War and migrate west to 
Indiana. They made the move with their children in about 1862. After arriving in Indiana, the family name occasionally 
was spelled "Butcher." 

Sadly, evidence suggests that Anna died sometime during the decade of the 1860s. 

When the federal census enumeration was made in 1870, the widowed Gideon dwelled on a farm in Warren Township, 
Warren County, IN with daughter Emma and son Albert in the household. Boarding with the family in 1870 were 24-
year-old farmer James J. Barr, 25-year-old farmhand Zopher Tyler and 23-year-old "school marm" Sarah Deweese.  

 

Christine's obituary in 
the Reading Eagle 

 

Later version of Mertz Church, where 
Anna was baptized, as shown in 1939 
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John Minder and Ann Osawaldt  Family  
1.  John1 Minder1 was born 1793 in Potter Township, Centre County, Pennsylvania2, and died 27 April 1865 in Frankfort 
Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin3,4,5.  He married Ann Osawaldt6 18237.  She was born 1794 in Pennsylvania8, and died 
27 April 1865 in Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin9,10.   

Notes for John Minder: In Pennsylvania John's occupation was wagon maker.  After moving to Wisconsin he became a 
farmer.  In the Pepin County Courier, Durand, Wisconsin, Thursday, 13 April 1916 issue this information was found: John 
and Ann Minder in 1856 came to Wisconsin to farm in Plum Valley-Postelwait farm.  

The family lived on this farm in Frankfort Township, approximately 5 miles outside of Pepin on what is now County Road 
N, until the deaths of both John and Ann.  The family cemetery is on a small knoll just across the road from where the 
house now sits.  Buried there are, John and Ann along with several other family members.  Their son, Eli, was buried 
there but upon his wife's death his remains were moved to the cemetery outside of Pepin.  The family sold the farm to a 
family by the name of Gaylord Carlson.  In 1943 the Carlson family gave this cemetery to the county and it became a 
public cemetery. 

Notes for Ann Osawaldt: Ann was born in Germany around 1794, she died 13 June 1868 on the home farm in Frankfort 
Township in Little Plum Valley, Pepin County, Wisconsin.  She was buried on a little knoll on the farm, which was later 
turned into a public cemetery.  

Children of John Minder and Ann Osawaldt are:  

2. i.   Nathan2 Minder, b. 1820, Rockland Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania; d. 24 January 1888, 
Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

3. ii.   Elizabeth Minder, b. 08 February 1826, Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania; d. 08 October 1895, 
Kent, King County, Washington. 

4. iii.   Benjamin Minder, b. 26 November 1828, Centre County, Pennsylvania; d. 18 February 1893, 
Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

5. iv.   Jonas Minder, b. 08 November 1830, Pennsylvania; d. 1903, Rolla, Phelps County, Missouri. 

6. v.   David Austin Minder, Sr., b. 27 September 1832, Pennsylvania; d. 19 November 1883, Lake City, 
Wabasha County, Minnesota. 

7. vi.   Jacob Minder, b. 14 January 1836, (b. 12 Feb 1836 according to Find A Grave) Pennsylvania; d. 26 
Nov 1864. 

8. vii.   Eli Minder, b. 05 October 1838, Potter Township, Centre County, Pennsylvania; d. 05 April 1916, 
Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

9. viii.   John Minder, b. Pennsylvania; d. Iowa. 

 

John and Ann are ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ϧ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ CǊŀƴƪŦƻǊǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ 
the cemetery.  Link is here:  http://townoffrankfort.tripod.com/
 

Little Plum Cemetery 

The Little Plum Cemetery is located on Cemetery Road which intersects with County Road N.  

 It was started as part of the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church of Plum Creek in 1897, which sat on the corner of 
Cemetery Road and County Road N.  The church is no longer in use. 

 Through contibutions from citizens and on site detective work, a list of names is now available of the loved ones that 
were laid to rest.  This list is not complete due to damaged and lost markers. 
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Fifth Generation  

Children of John Minder and Ann Osawaldt  

Nathan Minder and Sarah Working  
2.  Nathan2 Minder (John1)11 was born 1820 in Rockland Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania12,13, and died 24 January 
1888 in Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin14,15.  He married Sarah Working16 1841 in Centre County, 
Pennsylvania17, daughter of George Working and Anna Anspacht.  She was born 18 August 1824 in Pennsylvania18, and 
died 26 December 1905 in Lake City, Wabasha County, Minnesota19.  

Notes for Nathan Minder: Nathan was found on the Iowa and Pennsylvania 1850 Census.  After talking with some family 
members we have come to the conclusion that since these Census' were taken some months apart that he was probably 
in Iowa scoping out the land and then had gone back to Pennsylvania to get his family and move them to Iowa to be by 
his family.  After moving to Wisconsin Nathan became a farmer.  On December 15, 1868 a homestead record was found 
for Nathan Minder in Pepin County, Volume 112.  Section 35, Town 24, Range 14, general land office.  

On the 1880 Census from Lake City, Minnesota it is noted that Nathan and Sarah ran a boarding house.  Pepin County 
Courier, Durand, Wisconsin, Friday, January 27, 1888, Section 1, column 2, page 5: "Nathan Minder, who settled in this 
county some twenty years ago, but who for some years has resided at Lake City, Minnesota, died at the residence of his 
son John in the town of Frankfort on Tuesday last.  Deceased had a stroke of paralysis three weeks ago while visiting 
with his son and gradually failed until his death.  His remains were taken to Lake City for interment."  Lake City Graphic 
Sentinel, January 31, 1888: "Nathan Minder, an old resident of this city, while engaged at his work in Wisconsin, died 
suddenly last week of paralysis.  His remains were brought here and buried on Friday last.  The funeral took place at the 
house."  

Notes for Sarah Working: Sarah Working was born in Pennsylvania on 18 August 1824 to George and Anna Marie 
(Anspacht) Working.  She died from gall stones and senility at the age of 81 on 26 December 1905 in Lake City, Wabasha 
County, Minnesota she is buried in the Lakewood Cemetery, Lake City, Minnesota.  Sarah and Nathan ran a boarding 
house in Lake City.  After Nathan's death Sarah continued to run the boarding house on her own with the help of her 
children.   

Family history has it that Sarah and Rebecca (David's wife) were sisters and married brothers.  Their father George 
Working is buried in the Frankfort Township Cemetery.  I have in my files a copy of Sarah's Final Decree, dated 
December 18th, 1908.  In this final decree she left her personal property to her children and grandchildren.  

Marriage Notes for Nathan Minder and Sarah Working:  We do not have an exact date of marriage for this couple.  We 
have come up with 1841 and Centre County, Pennsylvania.  

Children of Nathan Minder and Sarah Working are:  

10. i.   Elizabeth3 Minder, b. 1843, Pennsylvania. 

11. ii.   Mary Jane Minder, b. 24 December 1846, Potter Township, Centre County, Pennsylvania; d. 10 
January 1880, Deerfield, Steele County, Minnesota. 

12. iii.   Caroline Minder, b. September 1848, Centre County, Pennsylvania; d. 08 October 1874, Frankfort 
Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

13. iv.   John Henry Minder, b. July 1853, Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa; d. 25 March 1933, Durand, Pepin 
County, Wisconsin. 

14. v.   Sarah Jane Minder, b. 05 June 1854, Iowa; d. 15 December 1928, Maxville, Buffalo County, 
Wisconsin. 

15. vi.   Clarissa Minder20, b. February 1857, Iowa; d. 01 December 1873, Frankfort Township, Pepin 
County, Wisconsin21. 

  
Notes for Clarissa Minder:  Clarissa was just a teen when she died. We do not know the cause of 
death. She is buried in the family cemetery in Frankfort Township, Wisconsin.  

http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0005.html#CHILD10
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0005.html#CHILD11
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0005.html#CHILD12
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0005.html#CHILD13
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0005.html#CHILD14


Descendants of Friedrich Meinert and Eva Maria Weber  

Written by:  Twila Payne                                9ŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅΥ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {Φ ά{ǘŜǾŜέ ¢ǊŀȅƴƻǊ      Page 56 of 239 
 

16. vii.   Josephine Minder, b. 1862, Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa; d. Unknown. 

17. viii.   Frank Minder22, b. 186423; d. 1905, Minnesota. 

  
Notes for Frank Minder:  From the 1895 Lake City Census Frank was listed as 29 years of age and a 
laborer still living at home. From his mother's will he was living in Stewartville, Minnesota in 1905.  

18. ix.   Theodore Minder24, b. 186925; d. Unknown. 

  
Notes for Theodore Minder:  On the 1895 Lake City, Minnesota Census he was listed at age 24, 
butcher, still at home.  

19. x.   William Minder, b. 1870, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

Elizabeth Minder and Henry Fletcher  
3.  Elizabeth2 Minder (John1)26 was born 08 February 1826 in Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania27, and died 08 
October 1895 in Kent, King County, Washington28.  She married Henry Flectcher29 1845. He was born Abt. 1812 in 
Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, and died Unknown in Minnesota.  

Notes for Elizabeth Minder: Extracted from The White River Journal, Kent, Washington, 
Saturday, October 12, 1895.  Volume 6 No. 41.  Pages are unnumbered, however this 
obituary appears on the third page.  Extracted from the newspaper mirco-film copy at the 
Kent, Washington Library on 18 May 1985 by Donna Grothaus, South King County 
Genealogical Society.  

Fletcher-In Kent, Tuesday night, October 8th.  Mrs. Elizabeth Fletcher, age 69 years.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth Fletcher was born in Reading, Pennsylvania, on 8th of February, 1826, and lived 
there until her 21st year, (this is not correct as they lived in Iowa in 1850 when she was 
19) her maiden name having been Minder.  She was married in 1845 (again not correct) 
to Mr. Henry Fletcher and in 1847 she emigrated with her family to St. Louis (again not 
correct).  After a short stay the family removed to Wisconsin and lived in various parts of 
that state and Minnesota for twenty years.  She roughing it with her husband and family 
as pioneers during the settling up of those states.  Among the places lived in by the family were Eau Claire and Danville 
in Wisconsin and Moorhead and Abercrombie in Minnesota.  

Mrs. Fletcher kept the first hotel ever kept in the city of Eau Claire, being patronized almost entirely by the lumbermen 
of Wisconsin, there being very few women in the country at the time and those few scattered widely.  Mrs. Fletcher was 
the mother of ten children, five boys and five girls, eight of whom arrived at maturity.  There are now living of her 
immediate descendants 6 children, 22 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.   

She arrived in Kent in December 1889 where she resided until her death last Tuesday night.  
Family history has it that Elizabeth died from blood poisoning caused by a razor cut she inflicted while paring her corns.  

Notes for Henry Fletcher: Henry Fletcher was born 1812 in Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania.  He was a wagon 
maker.  He died in Minnesota at an unknown date.   

Marriage Notes for Elizabeth Minder and Henry Fletcher: Henry Fletcher and Elizabeth Minder were married according 
to family members in 1845 (which could not be possible as she was on the 1850 Census with her parents and listed as 
single, age 19).  We do know that they were married and had eight living children, five girls and three boys.  

Children of Elizabeth Minder and Henry Fletcher are:  

20. i.   Elizabeth3 Fletcher, b. Abt. 1846; d. Abt. 1893, Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. 

21. ii.   Amanda Fletcher, b. Abt. 1848; d. 1880, Grand Forks, North Dakota. 

22. iii.   John Fletcher, b. Abt. 1853, Wisconsin. 

23.  iv.   George Fletcher, b. Abt. 1858, Wisconsin; d. Seattle, Washington. 

  
Notes for George Fletcher:  George Fletcher never married and was a carpenter by trade.  He died 
in Georgetown (a suburb of Seattle), Washington.  
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24. v.   Harriet Fletcher, b. 22 August 1859, Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin; d. 1938, Hillsboro, 
North Dakota. 

25. vi.   Susan Henrietta Fletcher, b. 09 September 1863, Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin; d. 11 
April 1929, Seattle, Washington. 

26. vii.   Jane Fletcher, b. Wisconsin. 

27. viii.   William Fletcher, b. Wisconsin. 

Benjamin  Minder and Lavina Long  
4.  Benjamin2 Minder (John1)30 was born 26 November 1828 in Centre County, Pennsylvania31, and died 18 February 
1893 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsi32.  He married Lavina Long33 19 February 1848 in Fort Madison, Lee 
County, Iow34.  She was born 15 July 1830 in Centre County, Pennsylvania, and died 1901 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, 
Wisconsin35.  

Notes for Benjamin Minder: Benjamin moved with his family from Pennsylvania to Iowa.  He and Lavina had eight 
children, four boys and four girls.  They moved from Iowa to Wisconsin.  Living in Frankfort Township and then moving 
to Maiden Rock Township in Pierce County, where he died.   

This article appeared in the Maiden Rock Weekly Press on 25 February 1893: Died - Benj. Minder, died February 18, age 
65 years.  Funeral took place on Monday.  The deceased has resided in this vicinity for about fifteen years and was 
respected by all who knew him.  The Pierce County Herald on 9 March 1893 states: Died at Maiden Rock, Sat., 18 
February 1893, Benjamin Minder, aged 65 years.  The funeral took place on Monday, Rev. Doughty officiating.  

Inscription on Benjamin's tombstone in the Maiden Rock Cemetery: 
We miss thee from home dear, We miss thee from thy place, a shadow o'er our lives is cast, We miss the sunshine of thy 
face, We miss thy kind and willing hand, Thy fond and earnest care, Our home is dark without thee, We miss thee 
everywhere.  

Notes for Lavina Long: She lived with her family in Iowa and then moved to Wisconsin where she resided until her 
death.  Her obituary states that Lavina Long married Benjamin Minder at the age of 18.  They moved west to Iowa.  In 
1867 they came to Shoo Fly in Pepin Co.  Six years later they moved to Lake City, Minnesota and two years later to 
Maiden Rock.  Benjamin died eight years ago and son George died five years ago.  

Lavina is on the 1890 Wisconsin Census, Maiden Rock Township, listed as living with her daughter Anna Otis.  Anna and 
her husband, John Otis lived in Warrentown, Pierce County, Wisconsin.  Warrentown used to be a town but was flooded 
out by the Mississippi River.  It was never rebuilt as a town but some of the houses remain to this day.  It's still known by 
the old timers as "Warrentown." I (Twila Payne) live about one mile northwest of Warrentown.  

Marriage Notes for Benjamin Minder and Lavina Long: 
Old Fort Genealogical Society, Inc. Fort Madison, Iowa from the book of Early Marriages-Benjamin Minder and Lavina 
Long were married on 29 February 1848 by H. Salmon, Justice of the Peace.  She and Benjamin had eight children, four 
girls and four boys.  

Children of Benjamin Minder and Lavina Long are:  

28. i.   George William3 Minder, b. 09 August 1851, Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa; d. 02 May 1897, 
Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin. 

29. ii.   William Eli Minder, b. 14 February 1854, Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa; d. 09 April 1937, St. Paul, 
Ramsey County, Minnesota. 

30. iii.   Margaret Minder, b. 12 November 1855, Pennsylvania; d. 27 January 1908, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

31. iv.   Etta Minder, b. 20 February 1858, Pennsylvania. 

32. v.   Henry Long Minder, b. 23 May 1859, Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa; d. 25 March 1930, 
Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin. 
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33. vi.   Kenner Collins Minder, b. 08 November 1864, Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa; d. 09 December 
1932, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

34. vii.   Eliza Minder, b. 31 March 1868, Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa; d. Unknown. 

35. viii.   Anna Marie Minder, b. 12 April 1869, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown, St. Paul, 
Ramsey County, Minnesota. 

Jonas Minder and Augusta Siedel  
5.  Jonas2 Minder (John1)36 was born 08 November 1830 in Pennsylvania37, and died 1903 in Rolla, Phelps County, 
Missouri.  He married Augusta Siedel38 04 September 1853 in Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa39.  She was born 21 Oct 
1834 in Slesen, Germany, and died 15 July 1903 in Cadmus, Missouri40.  

Notes for Jonas Minder: From the "Notes and Queries" Historical, Biographical and Genealogical relating chiefly to 
Interior Pennsylvania, edited by William Henryegle, M.D., M.A., Annual Volume, 1898, we have a listing from the 
Emanuel's Church at the Loop, Centre County, Potter Township, which lists: Meinden (which is one of the ways I have 
seen Minder spelled) Jonas, of John and Anna, b. Nov. 8, 1830; bap. March 28, 1831.  Jonas was a saloon keeper and an 
engineer in an implement manufacturing company.  

Notes for Augusta Siedel: Democrat Weekly--Minder--At Cadmus, Missouri, Wednesday, July 15, 1903 Mrs. Jonas 
Minder.  Funeral Thursday following and interment at same place.  Mrs. Minder was born in Slesen, Germany, and came 
to America October 18, 1851.  On the 4th of September, 1853, she was united in marriage in Fort Madison, Iowa, to 
Jonas Minder, of which union seven children were born, two sons and five daughters, only five of whom survive her.  
The daughters are: Mrs. Bert Allen of Cadmus, Missouri, Mrs. Laura Boardman of Quincy, Illinois, and Mrs. Anna Clark of 
Hong Kong, China.  The deceased was a member of the Lutheran church.  

Marriage Notes for Jonas Minder and Augusta Siedel:  Old Fort Genealogical Society, Inc. Fort Madison, Iowa from Book 
2 Marriages, page 16 Jonas Minder and Augusta Sidel were married on 4 September 1852 by Henry M. Salmon, Justice of 
the Peace.  

Children of Jonas Minder and Augusta Siedel are:  

36. i.   Albert3 Minder41, b. 185641; d. Bef. 1870. 

37. ii.   Clara A. Minder41, b. 14 May 1858; d. 10 Sep 1946 in Vichy, Maries County, Missouri. 

   M. Bert Allen 30 Nov 1882 in Ft. Madison, Iowa, He was b. Jan 1857.  

38. iii.   Laura Minder42, b. 1861; d. Unknown; m. Boardman, Quincy, Illinois. 

39. iv.   Hattie Minder42, b. 1867; d. Unknown. 

40. v.   Anna Minder43, b. 1869; d. Unknown, Italy; m. Clark Thompson, Hong Kong, China. 

  

Notes for Anna Minder:  When Anna's husband died she took a trip around the world and took sick 
in Italy where she died. Her body was cremated and the ashes sent to Missouri. Their home in 
California caused quite a stir apparently, as it was very lavish and quite a show place.  
In her mother's obituary it states, Mrs. Anna Clark of Hong Kong, China.  Another source of 
information stated her husband as Clark Thompson.  This is what I have entered.  Am not sure of 
the surname. 

  
Notes for Clark Thompson:  Clark Thompson was a Scotsman.  He was either a diplomat or 
ambassador to China.  After his retirement he bought a home in San Mateso, California. 
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David Austin Minder and Rebecca Ann Working  
6.  David Austin2 Minder, Sr. (John1)44 was born 27 September 1832 in Pennsylvania, and died 19 November 1883 in 
Lake City, Wabasha County, Minnesota45.  He married Rebecca Ann Working34 16 June 1856 in Iowa or Quincy, Illinois, 
daughter of George Working and Anna ANSPACHT.  She was born 23 December 1838 in Potter Township, Centre County, 
Pennsylvania, and died 10 October 1904 in Livingston, Park County, Montana.  

Notes for David Austin Minder, Sr.: David Austin Minder, Sr., was the sixth child born to John and Ann (Osawaldt) 
Minder. He and his family lived in Pepin County, Wisconsin in 1870. The cash value of his farm was $1,500, he had $100 
worth of implements and machinery, 50 acres of improved land and 30 acres of unimproved land. Wages paid out 
during the year was $100. On 1 June 1870: Horses- 2, working oxen-3, other cattle-7, swine-6, Value of livestock-$450, 
spring wheat-600 bushels, Indian corn-175 bushels, oats-700 bushels, barley-90 bushels, rice-10 bushels, peas and 
beans-2 bushels, Irish potatoes-40 bushels, butter-200 lbs., milk sold-12 gallons.  David and his family later moved to 
Lake City, Minnesota.  He died on 19 November 1883, in Lake City, Wabasha County, Minnesota.  He is buried in 
Frankfort Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin, on his parent's farm.  

Notes for Rebecca Ann Working: Rebecca was born 23 December 1838 in Potter Township, Center County, Pennsylvania 
to George Working and wife.  She was confirmed on 29 October 1853 at the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Loop Center 
County, Pennsylvania.  She married David Austin Minder, Sr. on 16/21 June 1856 in either Iowa or Quincy, Illinois.  They 
had eight children.  

At the time of her death she was living with her daughter, Sadie Brower, in Livingston, Montana.  This article appeared in 
the Livingston Enterprise, dated 15 October 1904: Mrs. Rebecca A. Minder of this city died early Monday morning very 
suddenly at the home of her son-in-law, D.P. Brower of South M. Street.  The deceased lady was 63 years of age.  The 
funeral took place Tuesday from the Methodist Church to Mountain View Cemetery. Rev. E. Smith conducting the 
funeral service.  

Children of David Minder and Rebecca Working are:  

41. i.   George William3 Minder46, b. 16 September 1858, Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa; d. 22 January 
1871, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin47. 

  

Notes for George William Minder:  George William Minder, the first born son of David Austin and 
Rebecca Ann (Working) Minder, was born on 16 September 1858, in Fort Madison, Lee County, 
Iowa.  He died at the age of 12 years, 4 months and six days, in Frankfort Township, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin, on 22 January 1871.  He is buried in the Frankfort Township Cemetery, which at the 
time was his ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ farm.  

42. ii.   Oscar Minder, b. Abt. 1860. 

  

Notes for Oscar Minder: Oscar, the second born child to David and Rebecca (Working) Minder.  
From the Minder Family History written by author unknown, in 1961: "Apparently born in 
Wisconsin, who was disowned because he disgraced the family.  I don't know what this is all about 
yet, but it has been hinted that he landed in jail."  

43. iii.   James Almarion Minder, b. 06 May 1863, Quincy, Illinois; d. 14 July 1935, Lincoln, Lancaster County, 
Nebraska. 

44. iv.   David Austin Minder, Jr., b. 27 October 1867. 

  
Notes for David Austin Minder, Jr.: David Austin Minder, Jr., died in his early teens.  Place and date 
unknown.  

45. v.   Emiry Minder, b. 17 February 1870, Pepin, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 17 February 1870, Pepin, 
Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

46. vi.   Rushia Anna Minder, b. 17 February 1870, Pepin, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 09 May 1936, Joplin, 
Montana. 

47. vii.   John Albert Minder, b. 22 February 1872. 
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Notes for John Albert Minder: This story was taken from the Minder Story written by author 
unknown: "We have always been told that while he (John Albert Minder) was in the army, he 
disappeared during the San Francisco quake.  I have heard that Aunt Sadie spent a lot of time trying 
to trace him. I finally got the following story: John Albert Minder enlisted in March 15, 1894, 
deserted September 15, 1896, apprehended December 12, 1895.  Discharged without honor 
January 8, 1896.  Subsequently enlisted as Edward May.  All of the above was explained to 
company Commander of the 126th C.  A.  C. about January 3, 1914, and authority granted by the 
Adjutant General for Sgt. May's continuance in the service.  He was appointed Tec. Sgt. March 24, 
1925.  Spent most of his time at Aberdeen Proving Grounds Baltimore, Maryland.  He served until 
1930 or 1933 when he was made Master Sgt.  He retired at highest enlisted pay after more than 
thirty years service.  He visited in Lincoln, Nebraska in 1924 and 1925 at Uncle Jim's (Minder) home.  
He visited them again in 1935 when Uncle Jim died.  He was seen about two years later in 
Baltimore, Maryland, where he lived.  He had an apartment there.  Have been afraid to follow up 
on this!"  

48. viii.   Sarah Dell Minder, b. 06 September 1876, Lake City, Wabasha County, Minnesota; d. 23 September 
1951, Seattle, Washington. 

Jacob Minder and Mary Ann Mo ore 

7.  Jacob2 Minder (John1)48 was born 14 January 1836 in Pennsylvania49, (born 12 Feb 1836 according to Find A Grave) 
and died 26 Nov 1864.  He married Mary Ann Moore50 11 May 1857 in Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa51.   She was born 
1840, and died Unknown.  

Notes for Jacob Minder: From the Notes and Queries, Historical, Biographical and Genealogical book, Annual Volume, 
1898, page 24 this excerpt was found: Emanuel's Church at the Loop.  Centre County, Potter Township, Meinden, (have 
found this spelling for Minder through my studies and searches) Jacob, of John and Anna, b. Jan. 14, 1836; bap. May 28, 
1836.  Jacob was a wagon maker.  

Marriage Notes for Jacob Minder and Mary Moore: Old Fort Genealogical Society, Inc., Fort Madison, Iowa in Book 2 
Marriages page 58 Jacob Minder and Mary Ann Moore were married on 11 May 1857 by Silas Gregg, Justice of the 
Peace.  

Child of Jacob Minder and Mary Moore is:  

49.  i.   Allen3 Minder52, b. 1858; d. Unknown. 

49-1. ii.   Anna Clarissa3 Minder52, b. abt 1860; d. 24 Mar 1899 Exline, Appanoose County, Iowa. 

Eli Minder and Mary Henrietta Milliren  
8.  Eli2 Minder (John1)53 was born 05 October 1838 in Potter Township, Centre County, Pennsylvania, and died 05 April 
1916 in Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin54.  He married Mary Henrietta Milliren55 28 February 1869 in 
Pepin, Pepin County, Wisconsin56, daughter of Samuel Milliren and Esther.  She was born 02 June 1851 in Jefferson 
County, Pennsylvania, and died 22 September 1916 in Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin57.  

Notes for Eli Minder: When Eli was about five years old, the family moved to 
Fort Madison, Iowa, where he attended a private or select school and also 
worked with his father in a wagon shop.  Later he clerked in a dry goods and 
clothing store for about three year.  In 1856 he came to Frankfort Township 
in Pepin County and worked on a farm.  About two years later his parents 
moved here, and John worked at wagon making. 

In 1859 Eli began working on the river pulling an oar on a raft between 
Waubeek and Reeds Landing for the C.  C. Washburn Company.  In 1864, he 
became a raft pilot for the Knapp Stout Lumber Company, and soon after 
received a license as a steamboat pilot and ran on the "Pete Wilson" for 
several years.  

http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0009.html#CHILD34
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE49
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE52
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE52


Descendants of Friedrich Meinert and Eva Maria Weber  

Written by:  Twila Payne                                9ŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅΥ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {Φ ά{ǘŜǾŜέ ¢ǊŀȅƴƻǊ      Page 61 of 239 
 

On 28 February 1869, he married Mary H. Milliren and they had three children.  Eli and Mary lived at Reeds Landing, 
Minnesota until 1873 when they moved to Ella in Pepin County, and opened a general store.  In 1875 his store burned 
down and he next built and ran a ferry boat between Stockholm, Wisconsin and Lake City, Minnesota.  From 1882 to 
1887 he owned an interest in the streamer "Luella" plying between Stillwater, Minnesota and Hannibal, Missouri.  In the 
later years, he began running on the "Phil Schackel."  

Reads Landing, Minnesota, 25 July 1915: Reads Landing Reunion--Territorial pioneers, Civil tar veterans, fresh water tars, 
who had plied the Mississippi River and its tributaries when Minnesota was young, as raftsmen, cook, keel boat poler, 
pilot or master, attended the eighth annual homecoming of Read's Landing folk here yesterday.  Even Steamboat Bill 
himself was present.  The homecoming arrangements always are made by the Reads Landing Association of the Twin 
Cities of which Captain Fred A. Bill is president. Residents of Read's act as hosts to the old timers who return to take a 
look around and to tell old tales of the two days when rafts and side wheelers crowded the Mississippi and railroads had 
not come to turn the course of traffic and give knockouts to thriving shore villages.  Homecoming day is a great day at 
Read's perhaps the greatest day in all the year, possibly greater than the Fourth.  The corner grocery always prepares for 
unusual activity,...  It was planned this year to make the homecoming specially notable for the presence of old river men, 
and while somber skies and occasional rain kept many of the expected guests away there was a goodly showing of white 
haired, shrewd-eyed tars who had bowed to the lure of the river for decades back and had Mark Twain with the best of 
them.  So it was that Capt. Eli Minder was there from Arkansaw, Wisconsin, 77 years old, who began on the river back in 
'60, ....  Captain Minder told the story of the evolution of transportation in the district. "I came to North Pepin across 
from Read's Landing for the first time, "he said."  In 1856 from Fort Madison, Iowa, coming up on the steamer Canada.  I 
took up river work in 1860; my first job was pulling on a floating raft.  The rafts would be made in Lake Pepin and floated 
down as far as St. Louis, broken up and disposed of.  I got my license as a raft pilot in 1864.  This was a stepping stone to 
one as a steamer pilot.  The coming of the steamboat into the lumber traffic gradually put the floating raft out of 
commission.  My steamboat pilot's license covered the Mississippi from Read's to Eau Claire.  The early boats on the 
river were side wheelers, geared, and they were not easy boats to handle.  The stern wheelers that succeeded them 
were a great improvement.  I guess it was just ignorance that prevented their adoption long before."  
Durand, Wisconsin, September 7: This little town will pass a sleepless night tonight.  The first steamboat that has plowed 
its way up the Chippewa River in ten years is anchored on the shores of Durand, and excitement has a monopoly on the 
emotions of the people for miles around. . . .  When the Red Wing reached Lake Pepin an aged man with a weather 
beaten countenance boarded the boat and asked to speak with the captain.  He was Eli Minder of Durand.  Fifty two 
years ago Eli Minder ran the packet service on the Chippewa.  "Hear you're on to Durand?" he said.  "Well you might 
need someone to guide you, I'm the man.  "The pioneer captain takes a ride.  As the boat steamed up the waters that 
had not floated one of its kind in a decade, nor an excursion party in a generation, the old man's face took on a look of 
happiness.  He chatted with the passengers telling them many a tale of the old days during the thirty mile cruise.  As the 
boat approached Durand he waved a hand at the hundreds who crowded the shores to greet the strange sight. 
"Hurrah!" he shouted.  

Pepin County Courier, Durand, Wisconsin, Thursday, April 13, 1916--Eli Minder, one of our old and highly respected 
pioneers passed away at his home on Wednesday, April 5th.  Funeral services were held from the home in Ella on 
Saturday, at 10:30 a.m. and interment was made in the Little Plum Cemetery, Rev. Harris of the M.  E. Church of this city 
officiating.  Deceased was a kind husband and father, as well as good Christian.  He was 
well liked by all who knew him and a prominent man in his community.  May he rest in 
peace.  Eli's remains were later moved to the Oakwood Cemetery, Pepin, Wisconsin. 

Notes for Mary Henrietta Milliren: Mary Henrietta Milliren, daughter of Samuel and Esther 
Milliren was born on 2 June 1851 in Jefferson County, Pennsylvania. 

Pepin County Courier, Durand, Wisconsin, Thursday, September 28, 1916--Mrs. Mary 
Minder Answers Summons--Mrs. Mary Minder, resident of this county for many years and 
well known to a large circle of friends and acquaintances, passed away at her home in Ella 
last Friday, 22 September at 6 a.m., death being caused by heart failure.  Deceased had 
been failing since the death of her husband, the late Eli Minder, several months ago.  
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Mary Henrietta Milliren was born 2 June 1851 in Jefferson County, Pennsylvania and came to Pepin County with her 
parents in 1858.  She was married to Eli Minder on 28 February 1869 at which time her sister, Mrs. Crum, was also 
married.  They lived at Reads Landing for 5 years, then moved to Ella where she has since resided with the exception of a 
few years at Stockholm and Lake City.  

With her death the children must feel the loss of a most loving mother and the community one who was always a friend 
in need.  She leaves to mourn her loss three children, Mrs. Frank Robinson of Verdi, Minnesota, Mr. W.  H. Biles of this 
city, and Delbert who was at home.  She also leaves one sister, Mrs. Crum of Owatonna, Minnesota, and six brothers, 
Huleatt, Barton and Milton of Pepin, Milo of Pipestone, Minnesota, Irvin of Bucyrns, North Dakota and Gus of Rock Elm; 
also ten grandchildren.  

Deceased was a member of the Methodist Church at Pepin, at which place the funeral was held, Rev. J.  W. Harris of this 
city conducting the services, Monday forenoon at 10:30 o'clock.  She is buried beside her husband, Eli, in the Oakwood 
Cemetery in Pepin, Wisconsin.   

Marriage Notes for Eli Minder and Mary Milliren: Mary Henrietta Milliren, daughter of Samuel and Esther Milliren, 
married Eli Minder on 28 February 1869 in Pepin, Pepin County, Wisconsin.  Rev. J.  M. Wells of Pepin officiated with 
Erwin and Carrie P. Cross as witnesses.  They had three children, two daughters and one son.  

Children of Eli Minder and Mary Milliren are:  

50. i.   Jessie Esther3 Minder, b. 07 December 1872, Wabasha, Wabasha County, Wisconsin; d. 06 February 
1964, California. 

51. ii.   Nellie Blanche Minder, b. 29 July 1877, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 11 January 1966, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

52. iii.   Delbert Barton Minder58, b. 17 January 1879, Wisconsin; d. 1960, LaCrosse, LaCrosse County, 
Wisconsin; m. Elizabeth Reedy59, 12 June 1917, Wabasha, Wabasha County, Wisconsin60; b. 1877, 
Luxingburg; d. 1950. 

  
Notes for Delbert Barton Minder:  Delbert was the only son of Eli and Mary (Milliren) Minder. He 
died in LaCrosse after a long illness that kept him bedridden for many years.  

  

Marriage Notes for Delbert Minder and Elizabeth Reedy: 
Pepin County Courier, June 21, 1917---Delbert B. Minder and Elizabeth Reedy of Pepin County, 
Wisconsin, were married at the court house in this city Tuesday, June 12, Judge J.  E. McLeod 
performing the ceremony-Wabasha Herald.  
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John Minder and Leda ? 
9.  John2 Minder (John1)61 was born in Pennsylvania, and died in Iowa.  He married Leda61. 

Notes for John Minder: John Minder, the son of John and Ann (Oswawaldt) Minder was noted in the Minder Family 
history, author unknown, as the third child.  Since I have no sources other than this unconfirmed story, I have put him at 
the end.  The story goes like this: "This John is the one that was killed in an explosion.  I don't know if he also worked on 
the river with his brother Eli, or if the explosion took place in a mill on the Chippewa River.  John married a girl named 
Leda.  John died very young and apparently so did Leda, for I have letters from his daughter, Mary, saying she lived with 
our grandfather, David and our grandmother Rebecca from the time they were married, which was in 1856.  According 
to Mary, they lived in Fort Madison, Iowa, at that time, but I have been unable to locate where they were married.  I 
have no birth or death dates on this family except estimate ones taken from Mary's letters written during WWI to one of 
Uncle Jim's daughters.  In them she mentions about George and Dick at war, as well as Jim's boys, and also mentions 
that she was 73 years old when she wrote in April 1919.  Her letters are very mixed up.  Mary also says she had a sister, 
Emily, and a brother, Samuel."  

Children of John Minder and LEdA are:  

53. i.   Mary3 Minder62, b. 184563; m. Martin FROST. 

  
Notes for Mary Minder:  Mary Minder the oldest child of Jonn and Leda Minder married a man by 
the name of Martin Frost and lived near Savannah, Missouri-between the towns of St. Joseph and 
Savannah. 

54. ii.   Emily Minder. 

55. iii.   Samuel Minder. 
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Sixth  Generation  

Children of Nathan, John  

Elizabeth Minder and Peter Lange 
10.  Elizabeth3 Minder (Nathan2, John1)64 was born 1843 in Pennsylvania65.  She married Peter Lange66 on 30 Jul 1857 in 
Alamakee County, Iowa.  He was born on 1 Sep 1926 in Bavaria, Germany and died on 8 Dec 1912 in Prairie du Chien, 
Wisconsin.  

Notes for Elizabeth Minder: Final Decree of Sarah Minder, Page 5, paragraph 4: 6. Children of Elizabeth Minder Lange, 
deceased as heirs of Elizabeth Minder Lange, as follows: Ten people were listed but number 2 was circled and "not an 
heir" was hand written.  

Notes for Lange: Peter Lange married Elizabeth Minder.  In Sarah's Final Decree it lists the children of Elizabeth the sons 
have the last name of Lange and the girls are listed by their husband's last name, so we do not know their first names.  

Children of Elizabeth Minder and Peter Lange are:  

56. i.    Clara Elizabeth4 Lange66, b. 7 Apr 186052 in Lansing, Allamakee County, Iowa ; m. Peter Schobert53. 

  
Notes for Unknown Lange:  From the Final Decree of Sarah Minder--On page 5, paragraph 5: 1. Mrs. 
Peter Schobert age 45 a daughter of Elizabeth Minder Lange residing at Dubuque, Iowa.  

57. ii.   Theodore Lange66, b. 186654. 

  
Notes for Theodore Lange:  Final Decree of Sarah Minder--Page 5, paragraph 5: 3. Mr. Theodore 
Lange, a son of Elizabeth Minder Lange, residing at Lake City, Minnesota, age 39.  I checked the 
records in Wabasha County and could not find a record of his birth. 

58. iii.   Frank Lange66, b. 186955. 

  
Notes for Frank Lange:  Final Decree of Sarah Minder--Page 5, paragraph 5: 4. Mr. Frank Lange, a 
son of Elizabeth Minder Lange, residing at Knox, North Dakota, age 36.  I checked at the Wabasha 
County Courthouse and did not find a birth certificate for this person.  

59. iv.   Unknown Lange66, b. 187156; m. A. Grignon57. 

  
Notes for Unknown Lange:  Final Decree of Sarah Minder--Page 5, paragraph 5: 5. Mrs. A. Grignon, 
residing at Oskosh, Wisconsin, age 34, a daughter of Elizabeth Minder Lange.  

60. v.   Charles Lange66, b. 187358. 

  
Notes for Charles Lange:  Final Decree of Sarah Minder--Page 5, paragraph 5, 6. Mr. Charles Lange, 
residing at Knox, North Dakota, age 32, a son of Elizabeth Minder Lange.  I checked at the Wabasha 
County Courthouse and I did not find a birth record for this person.  

61. vi.   Tony Lange66, b. 187659. 

  
Notes for Tony Lange:  Final Decree of Sarah Minder--Page 5, paragraph 5: 7. Mr. Tony Lange a son 
of Elizabeth Minder Lange, residing at Lake City, Minnesota, age 29.  I checked at the Wabasha 
County Courthouse and did not find a birth record for this person.  

62. vii.   Unknown Lange66, b. 187960; m. Edward Echtabacht61. 

  
Notes for Unknown Lange:  Sarah Minder's Final Decree, dated 18 December 1908, page 5, lists the 
names, ages and residences of the heirs of said deceased: 8. Mrs. Edward Echtanacht a daughter of 
Elizabeth Minder Lange, residing at Marshalltown, Iowa age 26.  

63. viii.   Unknown Lange66, b. 188162; m. H. Leppie66. 

  
Notes for Unknown Lange:  Final Decree of Sarah Minder--Page 5, paragraph 5: 9. Mrs. H. Leppie, a 
daughter of Elizabeth Minder Lange, residing at Bemidji, Minnesota age 24. 

64. ix.   George Lange66, b. 188464. 

  
Notes for George Lange:  Final Decree of Sarah Minder--Page 5, paragraph 5: 10. Mr. George Lange, 
a son of Elizabeth Minder Lange, residing at Village Creek, Iowa, age 21. 
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Mary Jane Minder and Christian Yust  
11.  Mary Jane3 Minder (Nathan2, John1)67 was born 24 December 1846 in Potter Township, Centre County, 
Pennsylvania68, and died 10 January 1880 in Deerfield, Steele County, Minnesota69.  She married Christian Yust70 21 
November 1863 in Lansing, Iowa71, son of Andrew Yust and Elizabeth.  He was born 08 January 1843 in Meinfeldt, 
Switzerland72, and died 02 April 1925 in Owatonna, Steele County, Minnesota73.  

Notes for Mary Jane Minder:  Mary Jane married Christian Yust and lived on a farm in Deerfield, Minnesota.  Where she 
gave birth to nine children before dying of childbed fever.  Her death certificate in 1880 shows she arrived in Minnesota 
8 June 1873.  She and Christian were married 21 November 1863.  

Notes for Christian Yust:  At age three Christian came to America with his parents.  They were on the boat for two 
weeks and landed at New Orleans and came by boat on the Mississippi to Galena, Illinois.  The family lived on a farm 
near that town for seventeen years.  Christian came to Faribault in 1873.  In 1875, he moved on his farm in Deerfield 
where he farmed until 1897.  In 1914 he sold his farm and moved to Owatonna. 

He was 5' 8" and skinny as described by his daughter, Edith.  Christian was a farmer, teacher, Clerk of Court, Town Clerk, 
one of the organizers of Deerfield Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company and was secretary of same for fourteen 
years. Christian was a Democrat and a Lutheran.  When Mary Jane died he remarried and had five more children.  

Marriage Notes for Mary Minder and Christian Yust:  Christian Yust and Mary Jane Minder were married on 21 
November 1863 in Allamakee County, Iowa by the Justice of Peace.  

Children of Mary Minder and Christian Yust are:  

65. i.   George Andrew4 Yust, b. 17 July 1864, Lansing, Allamakee County, Iowa; d. 03 February 1953, 
Stewartville, Minnesota. 

66.  ii.   Sarah Elizabeth Yust74, b. 18 December 1865, Lansing, Allamakee County, Iowa; d. 21 May 1950, 
Tacoma, Washington; m. (1) Harry CREAGER; m. (2) MCMILLIan. 

  
Notes for Sarah Elizabeth Yust:  Sarah was known as "Lizzie."  In 1905 she resided in Dryden, 
Washington.  

67. iii.   Charles William Yust, b. 09 September 1867, Lansing, Allamakee County, Iowa; d. January 1919. 

68. iv.   Caroline Marie Yust, b. 23 January 1869, Lansing, Allamakee County, Iowa; d. 29 October 1952, 
West Concord, Dodge County, Minnesota. 

69. v.   Clara Minnie Yust, b. 09 August 1871, Lansing, Allamakee County, Iowa; d. 17 July 1951, Modesto, 
California. 

70. vi.   Peter Yust, b. 22 April 1873, Lansing, Allamakee County, Iowa; d. 01 October 1948, Portland, 
Multonomah County, Oregon. 

71. vii.   Herman Theodore Yust, b. 20 August 1876, Deerfield, Steele County, Minnesota; d. 01 September 
1945, Owatonna, Minnesota. 

72. viii.   Josephine Anna Yust, b. 22 February 1878, Deerfield, Steele County, Minnesota; d. 09 January 1959. 

73. ix.   Albert Harvey Yust, b. 31 December 1879, Deerfield, Steele County, Minnesota; d. 19 March 1984, 
St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

Caroline Minder and Adam Lenhart  
12.  Caroline3 Minder (Nathan2, John1)75 was born September 1848 in Centre County, Pennsylvania71, and died 08 
October 1874 in Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin76.  She married Adam Lenhart77 27 August 1865 in 
Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin78, son of Herman Lenhart.  He died 22 June 1924 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire 
County, Wisconsin79.  

Notes for Caroline Minder:  Died at the age of 26 years and one month.  Information found on her tombstone located in 
the Frankfort Township Cemetery, Pepin County, Wisconsin.  
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Notes for Adam Lenhart:  Adman Lenhart remarried after Caroline died.  I found the family on the Wisconsin 1880 
Census.  His obit mentioned a son, Clifford, which would be a half-brother to Frank and Elizabeth.  Adam died on 22 June 
1924 in Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  His funeral was in Durand, Wisconsin and he was buried in the Little Plum Cemetery, 
Frankfort Township, Wisconsin.  

Marriage Notes for Caroline Minder and Adam Lenhart:  Adam Lenhart, son of Herman Lenhart married Caroline 
Minder on 27 August 1865 in Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin by the Justice of Peace, William Boyd.  
Witnesses were David Minder and others.  

Children of Caroline Minder and Adam Lenhart are:  

74. i.   Frank4 Lenhart, b. 1866, Wisconsin80. 

75. ii.   Elizabeth Lenhart, b. 1868, Wisconsin81. 

John Henry Minder and Alice Johnson 
13.  John Henry3 Minder (Nathan2, John1)82 was born July 1853 in Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa83, and died 25 March 
1933 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin84.  He married Alice Johnson85 31 December 1872 in Nelson, Buffalo County, 
Wisconsin86, daughter of Louis Johnson and Mary Ballard.  She was born 1861 in Norway87.  

Notes for John Henry Minder:  John died at the age of 78 years, 7 months, 27 days, of influenza and bronchitis.  His 
death certificate did not state where he is buried.  I have not been able to locate a grave for him in the cemeteries that I 
have visited.  

Notes for Alice Johnson:  Alice Johnson was born in 1861 in Norway to Louis and Mary (Ballard) Johnson.  

Children of John Minder and Alice Johnson are:  

76.  i.   Theodore4 Minder88, b. 1874, Wisconsin89. 

77. ii.   Edward Minder90, b. 1877, Wisconsin91. 

78. iii.   Emma Minder92, b. 1879, Wisconsin93. 

79. iv.   Mabel Mary Minder, b. 1881, Wisconsin. 

80. v.   Florence Minder, b. 05 June 1885, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 18 December 1965, Durand, 
Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

81. vi.   Maud Ida Minder, b. 27 December 1889, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 
Unknown. 

82. vii.   Ruth May Minder, b. 1892, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

83. viii.   Clyde Minder, b. 25 June 1896, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. August 1968, 
Waukesha, Wisconsin. 

84. ix.   Wilma Minder94, b. 1900, Wisconsin95; d. Unknown. 

85. x.   Bertram Minder96, b. 01 October 1904, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin97; d. 
Unknown. 

Sarah Jane Minder and John Wesley Bilderback  
14.  Sarah Jane3 Minder (Nathan2, John1)98 was born 05 June 1854 in Iowa, and died 15 December 1928 in Maxville, 
Buffalo County, Wisconsin99.  She married John Wesley Bilderback100 18 February 1873 in Maxville, Buffalo County, 
Wisconsin101, son of Samuel Bilderback and Harriet Bond.  He was born 26 December 1850 in Bonegap, Edwards County, 
Illinois102, and died 24 August 1929 in Maxville, Buffalo County, Wisconsin103.  

Marriage Notes for Sarah Minder and John Bilderback: John Bilderback son of Samuel and Harriet Bilderback, a farmer 
and Sarah Minder daughter of Nathan and Sarah (Working) Minder were married on 18 February 1873 in Maxville, 
Buffalo County, Wisconsin in a civil ceremony by James W. Kelley of Nelson, Wisconsin.  Witnesses were S.  L. Serine and 
Adam Lenhardt.  
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Children of Sarah Minder and John Bilderback are:  

 86. i.   Sarah Harriet4 Bilderback, b. January 1874, Maxville, Buffalo County, Wisconsin; m. John Stewart, 
01 January 1890. 

 87. ii.   Henry Bilderback, b. August 1875, Maxville, Buffalo County, Wisconsin; m. Ursula Lane, 25 
December 1904. 

 88. iii.   Charles Bilderback, b. January 1878, Maxville, Buffalo County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

 89. iv.   Frank Bilderback, b. 17 July 1883, Maxville, Buffalo County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

 90. v.   Florence Bilderback, b. 02 September 1888, Maxville, Buffalo County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

Josephine Minder and Aleck Burnell  
16.  Josephine3 Minder (Nathan2, John1)104 was born 1862 in Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa105, and died Unknown.  She 
married (1) Aleck Burnell106 22 October 1880 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin107.  He was born in Washington, 
County, Minnesota108.  She married (2) Unkown Stabard Bef. 1905. 

Marriage Notes for Josephine Minder and Aleck Burnell:  Aleck Burnell of Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin, son 
of Joseph and Josephine Burnell and Josephine Minder, daughter of Nathan and Sarah (Working) Minder were married 
on 22 October 1880 in Maiden Rock, Wisconsin in a religious ceremony by Jas. L. Ford.  Witnesses were James Potts and 
Jane Breek.  

Child of Josephine Minder and Aleck Burnell is:   

 91. i.   William4 Burnell109, b. 08 December 1884, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

Child of Josephine Minder and Unknown Stabard is:  

 92. ii.   Margaret4 Stabard110. 

William Minder and Stella Cross  
19.  William3 Minder (Nathan2, John1)111 was born 1870 in Wisconsin, and died Unknown.  He married Stella Cross96.  
She was born in Iowa.  

Notes for William Minder:  On the 1895 Lake City Census he was listed at age 25, fireman, still at home.  

Children of William Minder and Stella Cross are:  

 93. i.   Vernon4 Minder112, b. 1898, Minnesota. 

 94. ii.   Goldie Isabelle Minder113, b. 17 August 1905, Kellogg, Wabasha County, Minnesota; d. Unknown. 

 95. iii.   Celia Minder114, b. March 1919, Minnesota. 

 

Children of Elizabeth, John  

Elizabeth Fletcher and Henry Joseph Miller  
20.  Elizabeth3 Fletcher (Elizabeth2 Minder, John1) was born Abt. 1846, and died Abt. 1893 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire 
County, Wisconsin.  She married Henry Joseph Miller 1870. 

Notes for Elizabeth Fletcher:  Elizabeth Fletcher the first child of Henry and Elizabeth (Minder) Fletcher was born in 1846 
and died in Eau Claire, Wisconsin in 1896.  She had four children, three girls and one boy.  This information was obtained 
from the Minder Family Story, author unknown, written in 1966.  I visited the Equ Claire County Courthose in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin and did not find a record of her death.  It was not a law to file a birh or death record in the State of Wisconsin 
until 1907.  She and her family are on the June 1, 1880 Census Record as living in Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  

Notes for Henry Joseph Miller:  Henry Joseph Miller was born in 1847 in Alsace Lorraine, Germany.  He lived in the Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin area and was a saloon keeper.  He died at an unknown date in Equ Claire, Wisconsin.  This information 
was taken from the Minder Family Story, author unknown, written in 1966.  Upon checking the death records in Eau 
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Claire County, I did not find a death record for Henry.  He and his family are on the Federal Census Record for 1880, 
living in Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  

Children of Elizabeth Fletcher and Henry Miller are: 

 96. i.   Madaline4 Miller, born 1873 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin; died in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.  She married Grunman. 

 97. ii.   Elizabeth Miller, born 1875 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin; died 1913 in Eau Claire, Eau 
Claire County, Wisconsin.  

bƻǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ aƛƭƭŜǊΥ  9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ά[ƛȊȊƛŜέ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 
(Fletcher) Miller was blind at the age of six months from the measles.  She studied music and 
supported herself. 

 98. 

 

 

iii.   Henry Joseph Miller115, born 30 August 1878 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin116; died 
1955 in Iowa. 

Notes for Henry Joseph Miller:  Henry Joseph Miller was born in Eau Claire, Wisconsin on 30 August 
муту ǘƻ IŜƴǊȅ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ά9ƭƛȊŀέ όaƛƴŘŜǊύ aƛƭƭŜǊΦ 

99.            iv.  Harriet Catherine Miller, born 1880 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin; died 1953 in San 
Francisco, California. 

 

Amanda Fletcher and James McRae  
21.  Amanda3 Fletcher (Elizabeth2Minder, John1) was born Abt. 1848, and died 1880 in Grand Forks, North Dakota.  She 
married James McRae 1872 in Glyndon, Minnesota.  He was born 1839 in Glengany, Ontario, Canada, and died 1916 in 
Clarks, Nebraska.  

Child of Amanda Fletcher and James McRae is:  

100. i.   Christine Clarice4 McRae, b. 07 June 1874, East Grand Forks, Minnesota; d. Unknown, San 
Francisco, California. 

John Fletcher and Maggie Cowan  
22.  John3 Fletcher (Elizabeth2Minder, John1) was born Abt. 1853 in Wisconsin.  He married Maggie Cowan 1884. 

Notes for John Fletcher:  John Fletcher was an engineer on the railroad, probably the Great Northern.  

Children of John Fletcher and Maggie Cowan are:  

101. i.   George4 Fletcher. 

102.  ii.   Harriet Fletcher. 
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Harriet Fletcher and Andrew Lien  
24.  Harriet3 Fletcher (Elizabeth2Minder, John1) was born 22 August 1859 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin, and 
died 1938 in Hillsboro, North Dakota.  She married Andrew Lien 01 March 1886 in Hillsboro, North Dakota. 

Notes for Andrew Lien:  Andrew Lien was a Norwegian and came from LaCrosse, Wisconsin.  He died in about 1945 and 
is buried at Hillsboro, North Dakota.  He was a pioneer druggist in Hillsboro.  Andrew was Harriet's second husband, and 
he adopted her son, Fred.  

Child of Harriet Fletcher and Andrew Lien is:  

103. i.   Fred4 Lien. 

Susan Henrietta Fletcher and Leonidas Levisee  
25.  Susan Henrietta3 Fletcher (Elizabeth2Minder, John1) was born 09 September 1863 in 
Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin117, and died 11 April 1929 in Seattle, 
Washington118.  She married Leonidas Levisee119 22 January 1891 in Kent, King County, 
Washington, son of Aaron Levisee and Statina Willis.  He was born 17 December 1857 in 
Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana, and died 04 May 1906 in Georgetown, King County, 
Washington.  

Notes for Susan Henrietta Fletcher:  Susan was confirmed on 22 March 1896, at St. 
James Church, William M. Barker, Bishop of Olympia, Kent, King County, 
Washington.  She was a homemaker until her death in 1929.  She died at the Seattle 
General Hospital of apoplexy at the age of 65 years, 7 months, and 2 days.  She was 
buried at Lake View Cemetery on 13 April 1929.  

Notes for Leonidas Levisee:  Leonidas was born 17 December 1857, in Shreveport, 
Caddo Parish, Louisiana.  He was christened, 10 October 1858 in Pres. Church, 
Shreveport, Louisiana.  He was an attorney/judge.  He died 4 May 1906, in Georgetown, 
King County, Washington and is buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Georgetown.  

Marriage Notes for Susan Fletcher and Leonidas Levisee:  Extract from The White River Journal-Kent, Washington, 
January 22, 1891.  A quiet wedding will take place this evening in one of the newly completed cottages on Harrison 
Street.  The contracting parties are L. Levisee, our popular city attorney, and Susan H. Fletcher, a most beautiful and 
charming lady.  The ceremony will be witnessed only by a few relatives of the bride.  The cottage where the wedding 
occurs has been beautifully fitted up by Mr. Levisee for the future home of the happy couple.  Witnesses were Lizzie 
Fletcher and A. D. Guilberson (not sure of the spelling, it was difficult to read on the photo copy I have)  

Children of Susan Fletcher and Leonidas Levisee are:  

104. i.   Arthur4 Levisee, b. 30 July 1888, Minnesota; d. 17 February 1955, Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, 
California; m. Bertha Schoeneman, 25 June 1911, Washington. 

  
Notes for Arthur Levisee:  His birth was the result of an association with an unknown man.  Arthur 
was a brewer who lived in Los Angeles, California. His death came by drowning in a river in 
California.  

105. ii.   Aaron Levisee, b. 25 April 1894, Kent, King County, Washington; d. 06 July 1962, Santa Ana, Orange 
County, California. 

Jane Fletcher and George  Whitmars h 
26.  Jane3 Fletcher (Elizabeth2Minder, John1) was born in Wisconsin.  She married George Whitmarsh in Wisconsin. 

Notes for George Whitmarsh:  George Whitmarsh was an Englishman.  He and Jane had a hotel in Moorhead, 
Minnesota. They also tried their hand at farming but not very successful.  
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Children of Jane Fletcher and George Whitmarsh are:  

106. i.   Alfred4 Whitmarsh. 

107. ii.   Mildred Whitmarsh. 

108. iii.   William Whitmarsh. 

109. iv.   Elizabeth Whitmarsh. 

110. v.   Ada Whitmarsh. 

111. vi.   Effie Whitmarsh. 

William Fletcher and Mary Gorman (1) May Smith  (2) 
27.  William3 Fletcher (Elizabeth2Minder, John1) was born in Wisconsin.  He married (1) Mary Gorman.  He married (2) 
May Smith. 

Children of William Fletcher and Mary Gorman are:  

112. i.   Clara4 Fletcher. 

113. ii.   Charlie Fletcher. 

 

Children of Benjamin , John  

George  William Minder and Maranda Lee Gardiner  
28.  George William3 Minder (Benjamin2, John1)120  was born 09 August 1851 in Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa121, and 
died 02 May 1897 in Madison, Dane County,Wisconsin122.  He married Maranda Lee Gardiner123 11 April 1872 in Nelson, 
Buffalo County, Wisconsin124. 

Notes for George William Minder:  On the 1885 Wisconsin Census, Frankfort Township, Pepin County George is listed 
with two males and two females living at his residence.  This probably means that he and Maranda had a son as well as a 
daughter but I have never been able to locate such a person.  On the 1895 Wisconsin Census George is listed alone.  At 
some time it looks like George and Maranda were probably divorced or were no longer living together.  

It was two years later in 1897 that George was admitted to the Mendota Mental Health Institute in Madison, Wisconsin 
where he died a little over a month after being admitted at the young age of 46.  
In 1995 I wrote to this Institute and was informed that his records had been destroyed in 1988.  They did send me a copy 
of his Master Patient Index File card which gave his name, case no, date of admittance, date of death, county and age.  

Maiden Rock Weekly Press 20 May 1897 - George William Minder was born in Fort Madison, Iowa 9 August 1851, and 
moved with his parents to Wisconsin in 1875, and has lived in that state ever since until his death, which occurred at 
Mendota, Wisconsin, on 2 May 1897, aged 45 years, 8 months and 21 days.  He was a man who was honest and upright 
in all his dealings.  

Marriage Notes for George Minder and Maranda Gardiner:  George Minder of Maxville, Pepin County, Wisconsin, son 
of Benjamin and Lavina Minder and Maranda Lee Gardner, daughter of Davis and Theba Gardner were married on 11 
April 1872 in Nelson, Buffalo County, Wisconsin in a church ceremony by James M. Kelly.  Witnesses were S. J. Renneck 
and Holmes Kelly.  

Child of George Minder and Maranda Gardiner is:  

114.  i.   Laura4 Minder125, b. Unknown, Wisconsin; m. Bert Ellis126, 30 August 1894, Stockholm, Pepin 
County, Wisconsin; b. Wabasha, Wabasha County, Minnesota; d. Unknown. 

  

Notes for Laura Minder:  Laura Minder the daughter of George and Maranda (Gardner) Minder 
married Burt Ellis the son of Ed C. and Elizabeth (Raymond) Ellis on 30 August 1894 in Stockholm, 
Pepin County, Wisconsin.  They were married in a civil ceremony by A. Peterson, J.P.  The marriage 
was witnessed by Merry Hasselstrom and Allie Peterson.  
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After searching the records both in Pepin County and in Wabasha County in Minnesota (since Burt 
was born in Wabasha County and lived in Mazeppa at the time of marriage) I have come up blank 
on this family.  

William Eli Minder and Mary Brenner  
29.  William Eli3 Minder (Benjamin2, John1)127 was born 14 February 1854 in Fort Madison, 
Lee County, Iowa, and died 09 April 1937 in St. Paul, Ramsey County, Minnesota128.  He 
married Mary Brenner129 14 May 1879 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin130.  She 
was born 30 June 1861 in Pennsylvania131, and died 24 March 1931 in Bay City, Pierce 
County, Wisconsin.  

Notes for William Eli Minder:  William Eli or Eli William (have found it both ways on 
various documents-am using William Eli as that was the way it was on the majority of the 
documents), married Mary A. Bremer on 14 May 1879 in Maiden Rock, Wisconsin, by Rev. 
George W. Smith, they had six children of whom five lived to adulthood, with an infant 
son, Merle, dying.  

Stationary engineer was written as his occupation on the 1900 Census.  
Obit in the Red Wing Daily Republican - William Elie (sic) Minder Pioneer Thresher, Is Dead 
at Age of 85.  William Elie (sic) Minder died this morning at 8 o'clock at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Sadie Lien, St. 
Paul.  Death due to infirmities of age.  He took up his residence in Maiden Rock as a young man and lived there and in 
Bay City until about two years ago when he went to St. Paul to live with his daughter.  He was a kindly gentleman, highly 
regarded by a host of friends.  He was an expert steam engineer and operated a threshing rig in Pierce County nearly 
half a century and had a wide acquaintance.  Two sons, Allie Minder, St. Paul, and Frank Minder, Bay City; three 
daughters, Mrs. Sadie Lien and Mrs. Myrtle Peters, St. Paul, and Mrs. Mary Bush, St. Paul Park; fourteen grandchildren 
and ten great-grandchildren survive.  The body was brought to Red Wing today.  Funeral arrangements have not been 
completed.  

Eli's birth date is debatable. On the 1870 and 1880 Census' his age was listed as 16 and 26, on the 1900 Census his age 
was listed as 45.  I have taken 1854 as it is the most consistent.  His tombstone has year of birth as 1856 which would 
have made him 81 at time of death and 1854 would have made him 83, which is closer to 85 the age his obit states.  Eli 
is buried in the Bay City Cemetery, which is located near the trailer park.  

Notes for Mary Brenner:  Mary Brenner was born to Geo. and Mary in Pennsylvania on 30 June 1861.  She married Eli 
Minder on 14 May 1879 in Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.  She bore six children with five living to adulthood.  

Obit in the Red Wing Daily Republican, 25 March 1931, page 3, section 3 - Pioneer Lady Dead - Mrs. Elsie (sic) Minder 
Came to Maiden Rock in 1873.  Mrs. Elsie Minder, life-long resident of Maiden Rock and Bay City vicinities, passed away 
at her home last evening in Bay City following a four weeks illness of influenza. 

Born in Pennsylvania June 30, 1861, Mrs. Minder came to this vicinity in 1873 at the age of 12 years and settled in 
Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.  Since that time she has lived continuously in and around Maiden Rock and Bay City.  For the 
last seven years she had made her home at Bay City. Surviving are her husband, two sons, Frank of Bay City and Allie of 
St. Paul, three daughters, Mrs. John Bush and Mrs. Robert Bush, both of St. Paul, and Mrs. A. Lein of Red Rock, 
Minnesota, thirteen grandchildren and four great-grandchildren also survive.   The couple celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary two years ago.  

Funeral services will be held from the residence of her son Frank in Bay City, Friday at 2 o'clock p.m. and later from the 
Methodist church with Rev. W.F. Korerner officiating.  Interment will be at the Bay City Cemetery.  Friends may view the 
remains at the Ferrin funeral parlor Thursday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.   
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Children of William and Mary Brenner are:  

115. i.   Allie Benjamin4 Minder, b. 02 March 1880, Wisconsin; d. June 1963, Minnesota. 

116. ii.   Mary Minder, b. 1881, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown; m. John Bush, 21 July 
1898, Prescott, Pierce County, Wisconsin1321; b. Saint Paul Park, Minnesota111. 

  
Notes for Mary Minder: On her brother, Frank's, birth certificate it stated that he was the third 
child born to Eli and Mary, with siblings, Allie and Mary, being the first two children born to them.  
Since Allie was born in 1880 and Frank in 1883 I just guessed her year of birth as 1881.  

  
Marriage Notes for Mary Minder and John Bush:  John Bush of St. Paul Park, Minnesota, son of 
John and Mary Bush and Mary Minder daughter of Eli and Mary Minder were married in Prescott, 
Pierce County, Wisconsin on 21 July 1898 in a Christian Ceremony by Wm. Stapf.  

117. iii.   Frank Minder, b. 17 August 1883, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 13 October 1960, Red 
Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota. 

118. iv.   Merle Minder133, b. 23 April 1894, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 01 February 1896, 
Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin134. 

  

Notes for Merle Minder: Wednesday, Maiden Rock Weekly Press, 5 February 1896."The infant child 
of Mr. and Mrs. Eli Minder died Saturday afternoon, after a short illness, aged 21 months.  Funeral 
services were held Monday at 2 p.  M.  Their youngest daughter is also very sick.  "Pierce County 
Herald, 6 February 1896 "Merle, the little son of Mr. and Mrs. Eli Minder, died of lung fever.  Their 
little twin girl is also dangerously ill."  

119. v.   Myrtle Minder135, b. 23 April 1894, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin136; d. Unknown; m. (1) 
Eiemberger13714; m. (2) Peters; m. (3) Bush. 

  
Notes for Myrtle Minder: Myrtle was the fourth child, a twin, born to Eli and Mary Brenner. Pierce 
County Herald, 3 May 1894 " a pair of twin babies was born to Mr. and Mrs. Eli Minder on April 23, 
1894."  

120. vi.   Sadie Minder138, b. March 1898, Wisconsin; d. Unknown; m. Lien. 

Margaret Minder and Walter Thompson  
30.  Margaret3 Minder (Benjamin2, John1)139 was born 12 November 1855 in Pennsylvania140, and died 27 January 1908 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota141.  She married Walter Thompson 1871142. 

Notes for Margaret Minder:  Margaret was fondly called Maggie by her family.  She lived around the Maiden Rock area 
and later moved to Minneapolis where she died at the age of fifty-one.  She had four children, two girls and two boys.  
From the Spring Valley Sun, 6 February 1908, under the Maiden Rock Village news: Will Thompson, of Holcombe, 
attended the funeral of his mother here.  Mrs. Davis, of Minneapolis, who attended the funeral of her aunt here, 
remained for a few days visit with relatives.  Mr. & Mrs. Henry Brynelson accompanied the remains of her mother, Mrs. 
Margaret Thompson from Minneapolis to this place for interment Tuesday of last week.  Mrs. Margaret Thompson died 
of cancer at the home of Mrs. Henry Brynelson in Minneapolis, Monday, January 27; Margaret Minder was born fifty-
one years ago in Pennsylvania.  She moved to Minnesota with her parents who located in Lake City.  Later they moved to 
Maiden Rock.  At seventeen years of age she was married to Walter Thompson.  She has since lived in Maiden Rock, Lake 
City, Milbank, South Dakota and St. Paul.  Last autumn she spent several months with her daughter, Mrs. Lewis Mealey.  
In November, she went to Minneapolis, where she made her home with her son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Brynelson.  In her immediate family she is survived by two sons and two daughters, Henry and Mrs. Mealey of 
Maiden Rock, Mrs. Brynelson of Minneapolis and Will of Holcombe.  The remains were brought to Maiden Rock for 
interment.  The funeral took place from the Methodist Church Wednesday, conducted by Rev. F. J. Bryan, assisted by the 
choir.  Interment was made in the Maiden Rock Cemetery.  The bereaved relatives have the sympathy of a large circle of 
friends.  

Notes for Walter Thompson:  Walter "Walt" Thompson the husband of Margaret "Maggie" (Minder) Thompson left no 
paper trail.  The only thing that I could find on him was an article in the Maiden Rock Weekly Press dated 11 February 

http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0011.html#CHILD54
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE132
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0012.html#CHILD55
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE134
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE136
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE139
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE140
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE141
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE142


Descendants of Friedrich Meinert and Eva Maria Weber  

Written by:  Twila Payne                                9ŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅΥ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {Φ ά{ǘŜǾŜέ ¢ǊŀȅƴƻǊ      Page 74 of 239 
 

1893-Walt Thompson intends to move to Lake City soon.  Geneva (Minder) Peterson said he was married to Maggie 
Minder although we did not find anything on him.   

Marriage Notes for Margaret Minder and Walter Thompson:  Walter Thompson and Margaret Minder were married 
when Margaret was seventeen years old - 1871.  They had four children, two boys and two girls.  

Children of Margaret Minder and Walter Thompson are:  

121. i.   Henry4 Thompson, b. 1874, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 11 January 1937, Plum City, 
Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

  ii.   Mary Thompson, b. 22 May 1877, Wabasha County, Minnesota143; d. Unknown; m. LEWIS MEALEY. 

  

Notes for Mary Thompson:  Mary J. Thompson was the child of Walter and Margaret (Minder) 
Thompson.  She was born in Minnesota and lived part of her life in the Maiden Rock, Wisconsin 
area before moving to the Twin Cities area.  She married a Lewis Mealey.  This information was 
given to me by Arlene Miller from Maiden Rock.  

122. iii.   Anna Eliza Thompson, b. 27 October 1878, Wisconsin; d. 25 July 1963, Osceola, Polk County, 
Wisconsin. 

  iv.   WILL Thompson144, b. Wisconsin. 

Etta Minder and Albert Moore (1) August Schuller  (2)  
31.  Etta3 Minder (Benjamin2, John1) was born 20 February 1858 in Pennsylvania.  She married (1) Albert Moore 29 
September 1878 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin145, son of George Moore and Agnes.  He was born in Illinois.  
She married (2) August Schuller 22 November 1894 in Pepin, Pepin County, Wisconsin146, son of George Schuller and 
EvaLINE SHUBert.  He was born in Illinois.  

Notes for Etta Minder:  Etta Minder was the fourth child born to Benjamin and Lavina (Long) Minder.  Not much is 
known about her.  We do know that she lived in Pierce and Pepin Counties in Wisconsin.  She and Albert had two 
daughters that we know of.  She died in Minnesota and is buried at Forrest Cemetery in St. Paul, Minnesota.  

Notes for Albert Moore:  Albert Moore is the son of George and Agnes Moore, was born in Illinois.  He later moved to 
Lake City, Minnesota and was a teamster.  

Marriage Notes for Etta Minder and Albert Moore:  Albert Moore, the son of George and Agnes Moore married Etta 
Minder on 29 September 1878 in Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.  Witnesses were Walter Thompson and wife.  We do not 
know how this marriage ended.  Albert either died or they were divorced.  Since Etta remarried some fifteen years after 
her wedding date to Albert.  

Notes for August Schuller:  August Schuller was the son of George and Evaline (Shubert) Schuller.  He was born in the 
state of Illinois.  He lived in Red Wing, Minnesota and worked as a brakeman for the Omaha RR.  

Marriage Notes for Etta Minder and August Schuller:  August Schuller of Red Wing, Minnesota and Etta Minder were 
married on 22 November 1894 in Pepin, Wisconsin at the Methodist church, by Wm. Philfot clergyman.  Witnesses were 
Nettie Poole and Mrs. Wm. Philfot.  

Children of Etta Minder and Albert Moore are:  

125. i.   Luella4 Moore. 

126. ii.   Anna Mae Moore. 
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Henry Long Minder and Alpharetty Kirtland  
32.  Henry Long3 Minder (Benjamin2, John1)147 was born 23 May 1859 in Fort Madison, 
Lee County, Iowa, and died 25  March 1930 in Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin148.  
He married Alpharetty Kirtland149 25 December 1884 in Millbank, Dakota Territory150, 
daughter of Henry Kirtland and Lydia Youman.  She was born 07 August 1868 in Esdaile, 
Pierce County, Wisconsin, and died 09 January 1949 in Grantsburg, Burnett County, 
Wisconsin151.  

Notes for Henry Long Minder:  Henry Long Minder was the fifth child born to Benjamin 
and Lavina (Long) Minder.  He grew up in the Maiden Rock area and after he married he 
owned an 80 acre farm just above the Maiden Rock Cemetery. Then the family moved to 
Grantsburg.  His obit in the Grantsburg newspaper: Henry Minder, who would have been 
71 years of age next May 23, passed away at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Arnold 
Peterson, March 25, at 12:30 a.m., following an illness from diabetic gangrene.  Mr. 
Minder had suffered very much from this disease since the first of the year and has been 
troubled with a bad heart the past ten or more years.  He suffered a paralytic stroke 
about three years ago.  Deceased was born in the state of Pennsylvania (incorrect-born 
in Iowa) and the past sixteen years has been a constant resident of Burnett County.  
Survivors are his wife, two sons, Ben at Grantsburg, and Earl, St. Croix Falls, two 
daughters, Mrs. Arnold Peterson, and Mrs. Perry McMahon, two brothers, Eli in St. Paul and Kenner at Maiden Rock, a 
sister, Mrs. Aug Schuller, St. Paul, and five grandchildren.  Funeral services will be held Friday afternoon at the 
Grantsburg Baptist church and interment made in Riverside Cemetery.  

Notes for Alpharetty Kirtland:  Alpharetty Minder was born in Esdaile, Wisconsin, 7 
August 1868, the daughter of Mr.  and Mrs. Henry Kirtland.  She passed away at the home 
of her daughter, Mrs. Arnold Peterson, 9 January 1949, at the age of 80 years, 5 months 
and 2 days.  She was united in marriage to Henry Minder, 25 December 1884, at Milbank, 
South Dakota, and they soon moved to Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.  To this union were born 
Ben Minder, Portland, Oregon; Earl Minder, Mrs. Perry McMahon and Mrs. Arnold 
Peterson all of Grantsburg.  They moved to Grantsburg, 6 April 1914.  Her husband 
preceded her in death 25 March 1930.  She is survived also by three sisters and one 
brother, Mrs. Minnie Kellcher of St. Paul, Mrs. Daisy Kays, Yakima, Washington, Bert 
Kirtland, Little Fork, Minnesota and Mrs. Pearl Jackson, Minneapolis; seven grandchildren 
and eleven great grandchildren.  Funeral services were held 12 December at the chapel in 
Grantsburg.  Rev. James Falk officiated and burial was in Riverside Cemetery.  Two songs 
were sung by Mrs. James Falk and Delroy Peterson, who were accompanied at the piano by Mrs. A. G. Anderson.  
Pallbearers were Gideon Carlson, Lowell Nelson, Earl Dodds, Robert Lake, Elmer Jacobs and Russell Dahlin.  C.  A. Taylor 
had charge of funeral arrangements.  

Marriage Notes for Henry Minder and Alpharetty Kirtland:  Henry Long Minder, son of Benjamin and Lavina (Long) 
Minder and Alpharetty Kirtland, daughter of Henry and Lydia A. (Youman) Kirtland were married on 25 December 1884 
in Milbank, Dakota Territory, with witnesses, Walter Thompson and Willie Wanger.  

Children of Henry Minder and Alpharetty Kirtland are:  

127. i.   Benjamin4 Minder, b. 09 October 1885, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 17 November 
1956, Springfield, Lane County, Oregon. 

128. ii.   Earl Minder, b. 07 September 1889, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 27 July 1963, 
Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin. 

129. iii.   Ethel May Minder152, b. 23 February 1891, Granite Falls, Yellow Medicine County, Minnesota; d. 29 
October 1973, Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin; m. Perry Adam McMahon, 20 May 1913, St. 
Paul, Minnesota; b. 14 April 1889, River Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 22 November 1963, 
Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin. 
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Notes for Ethel May Minder:  Ethel May Minder, the 
third child born to Henry Long and Alpharetty (Kirtland) 
Minder was born on 23 February 1891 in Granite Falls, 
Minnesota.  
Ethel's obit: Ethel McMahon, 82 passed away Monday 
evening, October 29, at the extended care unit of the 
Grantsburg hospital. She had been a resident there for 
the past three and one half years. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Perry McMahon, who passed 
away ten years ago. They had no children, but Henry B. 
Peterson, Wood Lake, is her nephew.  Funeral services 
were held Thursday, November 1, at the Taylor Funeral 
Chapel, Grantsburg.  Mr. and Mrs. Delroy Peterson sang "How Great Thou Art" and "Under His 
Wings" with Mrs. Gordon Veidel at the piano.  Pastor Kenneth Hyatt, Grace Baptist church, 
officiated.  Pallbearers were Buddy Christopherson, Duane Sandberg, Karl Fossum, Gene Gronlund, 
Bennie Johnson and Albin Adolphson.  Interment was at Riverside Cemetery, with Taylor Funeral 
Home in charge of arrangements.  Lunch was served following the funeral at the Gary Peterson 
farm.  

  

Notes for Perry Adam McMahon:  Perry Adam 
McMahon, the son of Henry and Abbie McMahon, 
was born on 14 April 1889, in River Falls, Pierce 
County, Wisconsin.  His nickname was "Pad".  Perry 
moved to Maiden Rock when he was a small boy.  He 
lived on a farm with his parents.  Perry had three 
brothers, Heman, Minot and Rolla, two sisters, 
Mayme and Susie.  
Perry's obit: Perry A. McMahon passed away at the 
local community hospital on 22 November 1963 at 
the age of 74 years, 7 months, and 8 days following a 
lingering illness and major surgery.  Born, 14 April 
1889 at River Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin he was 
the son of Henry and Abbie McMahon who preceded 
him in death.  He lived on a farm near Falun, 
Wisconsin until three years ago when he retired to a 
home in Grantsburg.  During his lifetime here he was 
interested and took part in many community affairs, 
serving for a period of time on the Falun Creamery 
Board.  Last May 20th their Golden Wedding Anniversary was celebrated at their home here.  
Surviving, are his wife Ethel, three brothers, Rolla of Madison, Wisconsin, Heman and Minot of 
Maiden Rock, Wisconsin; two sisters Susie Horning and Mayme Olson of Plum City, Wisconsin, 
besides several nieces, nephews and a host of friends.  Funeral Services were held Monday, 
November 25th, 1963 at the Taylor Community Chapel.  Rev. Alan D. Madson, officiating; Mrs. 
Gideon Carlson as pianist and Mr. Roy Johnson as soloist.  Pallbearers were Don Van Gordon, Karl 
Fossum, Lowell Nelson, C.  M. Dexter, and Albin Adolphson.  

  

Marriage Notes for Ethel Minder and Perry McMahon:  Perry Adam McMahon, the son of Henry 
and Abbie McMahon and Ethel May Minder, daughter of Henry Long and Alpharetty (Kirtland) 
Minder, were married on 20 May 1913 in St. Paul, Minnesota.  
Mr. and Mrs. Perry McMahon of Grantsburg celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary on 
Sunday, May 19th, at their home in Grantsburg.  Over 100 friends and relatives attended.  The 
McMahon's were married in St. Paul, Minnesota.  Witnesses at the wedding were Mr. and Mrs. 
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Bennie Minder.  Bennie is a former barber from Grantsburg.  At the time of their marriage, Mr. 
McMahon ran a store in Wilton, Wisconsin and continued at this work for another year and a half.  
On October 14, 1914 they moved to a farm at Alpha.  Mrs. aŎaŀƘƻƴΩǎ parents had previously 
moved to a farm in the Alpha area.  They lived on this farm (now owned by Helmer Larson) for five 
years. In 1919 they moved to a farm two miles north of Falun and farmed there for 40 years.  After 
they left the farm, they moved to their new home in Grantsburg where they now reside. 

130. iv.   Bessie Florence Minder, b. 08 January 1898, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 10 April 
1967, Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kenner Collins Minder and Eliza Jane Youmans (1) Cora Della Bunce  (2)  
33.  Kenner Collins3 Minder (Benjamin2, John1)153 was born 08 November 1864 in Fort Madison, 
Lee County, Iowa154, and  died 09 December 1932 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin155.  He 
married (1) Eliza Jane Youmans156 23 November 1887 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, 
Wisconsin156, daughter of George Youmans and Della.  She was born in Pierce County, Wisconsin.  
He married (2) Cora Della Bunce15723 February 1896158.  She was born 02 February 1880 in Maiden 
Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin, and died 16 June 1936 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota.  

Notes for Kenner Collins Minder:  Kenner Collins Minder, born 8 November 1864, in Fort Madison, 
Lee County, Iowa, to Benjamin and Lavina (Long) Minder.  He was married twice, had two children, 
girls, by his first wife, and seven children with his second wife, Cora.  One child, a baby boy, died in infancy.   

Kenner was a farmer and had a farm off what is now highway 10, east of Ellsworth, Wisconsin, in Salem Township.  He 
had eighty acres of land.  On this land in 1924 was 8 acres of corn, 1 acre of potatoes, 10 acres of oats for grain, 12 acres 
of clover, 3 acres of alfalfa hay, 2 12 acres of tobacco and 2 acres of plow land used only for pasture.  At this time the 
house did not have electric lights.  

Kenner lived by a very strict schedule.  He wanted his breakfast at a certain time every morning, at noon lunch had to be 
on the table and supper was at five.  Cora had to see that this schedule was kept.  He was also a very stern man.  But he 
provided well for his family.  On 9 December 1932, at the age of 67 years, one month, and 2 days he died of a stroke at 
his home.  

Survivors were his wife, Cora, six daughters, Mrs. R.  C. Orr, Mukilteo, Washington, Mrs. A.J. Smith, Red Wing, 
Minnesota, Mrs. Cordie Blodgett, Trego, Wisconsin, Mrs. Basil Traynor, Spring Valley, Wisconsin, and Mrs. Henry 
Peterson and Mrs. Hartzel Hase of this community.  One son, Claude Minder.  Two children preceded him in death.  He 
has eighteen grandchildren; one brother, Eli; and one sister Mrs. August Schuller, both of St. Paul, Minnesota; also many 
other relatives and friends.  
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He was a member of the Methodist church and was a kind and loving husband and father.  He was greatly interested in 
his community welfare and will be greatly missed by his many relatives and friends.  

Poem written by Henry Peterson his son-in-law at the time of Kenner's 
death:  
Though he has sown  
And he has reaped,  
But now his Savior is going to reap.  
Oh his breath is coming short  
And he can not see his way,  
Help him, Dear Lord,  
That he may not go astray.  
Though his dear ones are  
Gathered 'round his bed,  
And many a tear is sadly shed,  
Help him, Dear Lord,  
That he may not mistread.  
We grieve to have him leave us,  
But God knows what is best,  
For we know he has a resting place  
And God will take him there to rest. 
He is buried at the Ono Methodist Church Cemetery in Salem Township, Wisconsin.  

Notes for Eliza Jane YoumanS:  Eliza Jane Youmans, daughter of George and Della Youmans, was born in Pierce County, 
Wisconsin, date unknown (was not recorded at the courthouse).  After her marriage to Kenner failed.  She along with 
her youngest daughter, Florence, moved to Mukilteo, Washington.  

Marriage Notes for Kenner Minder and Eliza YoumanS:  Eliza Jane Youmans, daughter of George S. and Della Youmans,  
of Maiden Rock, Wisconsin, married Kenner Collins Minder, on 23 November 1887, in Maiden Rock, Wisconsin in a civil 
ceremony.  Witnesses were George William Minder and Lizzie Youmans.  This marriage lasted only about 8 years and it 
ended in divorce. 

Notes for Cora Della Bunce:  Cora Della Bunce was born to Giles L. and Emma D. (Lunderville) 
Bunce, on 2 February  1880, in Maiden Rock Township, Wisconsin.  She was a midwife in the 
area and delivered many babies in the area.  Many of her grandchildren were delivered by her 
as well.  

From her obit in the local paper:  
Miss Cora Della Bunce was born in Pierce County, Wisconsin, 2 February 1880.  She lived with 
her parents until time of her marriage to Kenner C. Minder 23 February 1896, with whom she 
lived till his death on 9 December 1932.  To this union were born seven children, one passing 
away in infancy.  Surviving are Mrs. A.J. Smith of Red Wing, Claude Minder of Hartland 
Township, Mrs. Henry Peterson of Trimbelle Township, Mrs. Cordie Blodget of Salem 
Township, Mrs. Basil Traynor of Martell Township, Mrs. Hartzel Hase of Salem Township, one 
stepdaughter, Mrs. R.  C. Orr of Mukilteo, Washington, twenty-one grandchildren, four sisters, Mrs. F.  S. Kline of 
Ellsworth, Mrs. Joe Baggie of Savage, Minnesota, Mrs. Lynn Taplin of Oak Grove Township, Mrs. John Mortimer of Rock 
Elm Township, two brothers, Homer Bunce of Salem Township, M.  H. Bunce of Ellsworth, and many other relatives and 
friends who greatly mourn their loss.  

On Wednesday, June 10, she was stricken with an attack of gall stones.  On Monday, June 15, she was operated on and 
passed away on June 16 about 4 p.m.  She was a kind and loving mother, always ready to give a helping hand to anyone 
in need.  She had a large reputation as a nurse in her surrounding community and was widely known for her wisdom, 
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knowledge, and loving kindness toward her patients.  She passed from this world into 
eternity and is now with her Lord and Savior, living there on the other side of death with 
the Heavenly Host.  Death came very peacefully in the Red Wing Hospital on the 16th 
day of June, 1936.  She left us whispering prayers and hymns, so we feel she is saved.  
For years she was member of the M.  E. church at Grange Hall, but in later years she has 
been a member of the Rush River Pentecostal mission.  

Funeral services will be held from the home at 2 p.m. and from Grange Hall church at 
2:30 p.m. Friday, the 19th.  She is buried beside her husband, Kenner, at the Ono 
Methodist Church Cemetery, Salem Township, Wisconsin.  

Marriage Notes for Kenner Minder and Cora Bunce:  Kenner Collins Minder, son of 
Benjamin and Lavina (Long) Minder, and Cora Della Bunce, daughter of Giles L. and 
Emma D. (Lunderville) Bunce, were married on 23 February 1896, place not known.  
They were married for forty-six years and ten months when Kenner died.  They had six 
children, five girls and one boy.  

Children of Kenner Minder and Eliza YoumanS are:  

131. i.   Lavina4 Minder159, b. 21 July 1890, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 24 May 1908, 
Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin160; m. Philip Manore, 17 March 1908, Durand, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin161; b. Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

  

Notes for Lavina Minder:  Lavina Minder, the oldest child of Kenner Collins and Eliza Jane 
(Youmans) Minder, was born on 21 July 1890, in Pierce County, Wisconsin. Shortly after she was 
married to Philip, she was visiting her mother, who was a midwife, and Philip would not let her get 
alone with her mother. She at the time was not feeling well, and family members say that they felt 
Philip was poisoning her.  She died only two months and eight days after she was married. Her 
death certificate, information given by Philip's mother, states that her cause of death was 
nephritis.  Her death certificate states time of death on 24 May 1908 at 1:30 a.m., cause of death: 
Nephritis eclampsia, edema of lungs, cardiac and respiratory asthemia, duration 2 days.  

  

Marriage Notes for Lavina Minder and Philip Manore:   
Pepin County Courier, Durand, Wisconsin, Friday, 20 March 1908  
At nine o'clock Tuesday morning March 17th, in the Catholic parsonage of this city, Rev. Father 
Weikman spoke the words that united forever the lives and fortunes of Miss Lavina Minder eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth (sic) Minder of Arkansaw, and Philip Manore eldest son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Nat (sic) Manore of this city.  After the ceremony a sumptuous wedding dinner was 
served at the home of the grooms' parents which was attended by a large circle of relatives.  
Pleasant feature of the occasion was the celebration of the 20 wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. 
Klonkey which was celebrated at the same home.  Witness were Charles Manore and Ida Scheckel.  
Lavina died only two months and eight days after she was married.  

132. ii.   Florence Ethel Minder, b. 06 July 1893, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 03 May 1959, 
Everett, Washington. 

Children of Kenner Minder and Cora Bunce are:  

133. iii.   Mabel4 Minder, b. 03 June 1897, Salem Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 01 April 1983, 
Everett, Washington. 

134. iv.   Baby Minder162, b. 03 November 1900, Pierce County, Wisconsin135; d. 03 November 1900, Pierce 
County, Wisconsin. 

  
Notes for Baby Minder:  Baby Minder, was born on 3 November 1900, the second child born to 
Kenner and Cora (Bunce) Minder.  He was stillborn.  Not certain of the burial place.  

135. v.   Claude Russell Minder, b. 22 October 1901, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 24 
September 1990, Rice Lake, Wisconsin. 
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136. vi.   Geneva Arvella Minder, b. 19 March 1903, Maiden Rock Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 19 
September 1980, Wabasha, Wabasha County, Minnesota. 

137. vii.   Gladys Marie Minder163, b. 24 October 1907, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin164; d. 11 
October 1958, Everett, Washington165; m. (1) Arthur Durdahl, 18 September 1926, Red Wing, 
Goodhue County, Minnesota166; b. 27 February 1904, Minnesota; d. Unknown, Cannon Falls, 
Minnesota; m. (2) Corydon Dewett Blodgett167, 30 January 1931, Red Wing, Goodhue County, 
Minnesota168; b. 27 December 1903, Town of Trimbelle, Pierce County, Wisconsin169 m. (3) 
Edwin Buck170, 12 March 1938, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota142; b. 1913171; m. (4) 
AL HEID, Abt. 1945; m. (5) Robert William John Harwood, Abt. 1950, Everett, Washington; b. 21 
December 1916, Marysville, Washington172, d. 18 November 1975, Everett, Washington173. 

  

Marriage Notes for Gladys Minder and Arthur Durdahl:  Arthur Durdahl, age 22 of Goodhue County, 
Minnesota and Gladys Marie Minder, age 18 of Pierce County, Wisconsin, were married in Red 
Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota on 18 September 1926.  Witnesses were Edgar T. Bunker and 
Miss Dencie Bunker. 

  

Marriage Notes for Gladys Minder and CoryDon BLODGETT:  Corydon "Cordie" Dewett Blodgett, 
son of Edward D. and Bertha (Beardsley) Blodgett, age 27 and Gladys Marie (Minder) Durdahl, age 
23 were married on 30 January 1931 in Red Wing, Minnesota, by clergyman W.  F. Koerner.  
Witnesses were Mrs. Cora Hanelick and Mrs. Ed Blodgett.  

  
Marriage Notes for Gladys Minder and Edwin Buck:  Edwin D. Buck, age 25, of Goodhue County, 
Minnesota and Gladys Marie (Minder) Blodgett, age 30, were married in Red Wing, Minnesota on 
12 March 1938.  Witnesses were Carl Johnson and Vardis Straub.  

138. viii.   Margaret Rose Minder, b. 20 February 1909, Arkansaw, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 31 May 
1995, Woodville, Wisconsin. 

139. ix.   Bernice Laurel Minder, b. 25 August 1913, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 20 November 
1996, Hager City, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 
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Eliza Minder and John Shaffer  
34.  Eliza3 Minder (Benjamin2, John1)174 was born 31 March 1868 in Fort Madison, Lee County, Iowa175, and died 
Unknown.  She married John Shaffer176 25 July 1883 in Milbank, North Dakota177.  He was born August 1858 in 
Wisconsin178, and died Unknown.  

Children of Eliza Minder and John Shaffer are:  

 140. i.   William4 Shaffer179, b. September 1885, Iowa; d. Unknown. 

 141. ii.   John Shaffer179, b. November 1888, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

Annie Marie Minder and John Wallace Otis  
35.  Anna Marie3 Minder (Benjamin2, John1)180 was born 12 April 1869 in Maiden Rock, 
Pierce County, Wisconsin181, and died Unknown in St. Paul, Ramsey County, Minnesota.  
She married John Wallace Otis182.  He was born 1864 in New York182, and died Unknown.  

Children of Anna Minder and John Otis are:  

142.   i.   Halsey Rogers4 Otis183, b. 20 April 1894, Maiden Rock, Pierce 
County, Wisconsin184; d. Unknown. 

143.  ii.   Helen Marie Otis185, b. 09 July 1896, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, 
Wisconsin186. 

Children of David Austin, John  

James Almarion Minder and Elizabeth Stafford  
43.  James Almarion3 Minder (David Austin2, John1)187 was born 06 May 1863 in Quincy, Illinois, and died 14 July 1935 in 
Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska188.  He married Elizabeth Stafford 21 March 1893 in Crystal, Pembina County, North 
Dakota, daughter of John Stafford and Jeanette McLaren.  She was born 08 March 1873 in Ontario, Canada, and died 20 
October 1966 in Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska.  

Notes for James Almarion Minder:  James Almarion, the third child born to David and Rebecca (Working) Minder, was 
born on 6 May 1862, in Quincy, Illinois.  Although the author of the Minder Family story wrote to the recorder's office 
and there is no record there.  Which is not uncommon in those days.  Many times a child's birth was not recorded.  

Jim and his family lived in North Dakota, Minnesota and Nebraska.  He was a newspaper man.  He owned newspapers in 
Crystal, North Dakota, also at Herman, Grand Forks, Devils Lake in Minnesota and the Interstate Newspaper Co. at 
Havelock, Nebraska.  

Notes for Elizabeth Stafford:  Elizabeth (Stafford) Minder died on 20 October 1966, in Lincoln, Lancaster County, 
Nebraska.  She is buried in Lincoln.   

Marriage Notes for James Minder and Elizabeth Stafford:  Elizabeth Stafford, daughter of John and Jeanette (McLaren) 
Stafford, married James Almarion Minder, on 21 March 1893, in Crystal, North Dakota.  She was born, 8 March 1873, in 
Ontario, Canada.  She and Jim had four children, two boys and two girls.  

Children of James Minder and Elizabeth Stafford are:  

144. i.   Jennie Mae4 Minder, b. 05 December 1895, Crystal, Pembina County, North Dakota; d. 14 October 
1988, Boulder, Boulder County, Colorado. 

145. ii.   Roy Harlan Minder, b. 06 June 1897, Crystal, Pembina County, North Dakota; d. 28 November 1974, 
Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 

146. iii.   Fredrick James Minder, b. 01 January 1899, Crystal, Pembina County, North Dakota; d. 15 October 
1971, Santa Cruz, California. 

147. iv.   Marion Elizabeth Minder, b. 22 February 1901, Crystal, Pembina County, North Dakota; d. 05 April 
1987, Edina, Hennepin County, Minnesota. 
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Rushia Anna Minder and Ole Jacob Hanson  
46.  Rushia Anna3 Minder (David Austin2, John1) was born 17 February 1870 in Pepin, Pepin County, Wisconsin, and died 
09 May 1936 in Joplin, Montana. She married Ole Jacob Hanson189 18 December 1889 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, son of 
Ole Hanson and Marie Olesdatter.  He was born in Norway, and died 23 August 1943 in Montana.  

Notes for Rushia Anna Minder:  Rushia Anna was a twin and the boy (Elmiry or Emiry) died at birth.  Rushia attended a 
convent for music lessons but did not stay with it long enough to teach.  Instead she went to work for her brother Jim as 
a typesetter.  After this she went to Minneapolis and stayed with a Mrs. Mullin, where she lived until her marriage.  

Obituary from The Liberty County Farmer, Thursday, 14 May 1936.  Mrs. O.J. Hanson, beloved and respected pioneer 
matron dead.  The people of this section of the Hi-Line were grieved at the word Saturday that Mrs. O.J. Hanson, 
respected and loved pioneer matron had answered the call of her Maker, and passed quietly on.  The end was not 
unexpected as Mrs. Hanson had been ill for many months, having suffered a stroke over a year ago, from which she had 
never rallied.  She bore her physical suffering patiently and meekly; just as she had lived her everyday life - sweetly 
sparing others and not thinking of herself.  Her childrenΩs great adoration of her told plainer than words, what a 
wonderful mother she truly was.  And while she has gone on, the beautiful memory she has left to her family and friends 
will ever be a blessing and an inspiration to higher and better things.  
She died at her home in Joplin, Montana after a long illness.  After marriage she and O.J. lived in Herman, Minnesota, 
moving then to Sherwood, North Dakota.  They came to Montana in 1908 settling first at Chester, later moving to Joplin, 
where she resided until her death.  Rushia was a member of the Inverness Methodist Congregation, a member of the 
Lutheran Ladies Aid of Joplin, and a member of the Royal Neighbors of America at Whitefish, Montana.  

Notes for Ole Jacob Hanson:  Ole (better known as O.J.) belonged to the Modern Woodmen of America, Camp 3311 
located at Herman, Minnesota in 1898.  He and Rushia first settled in Clifton Township, Traverse County, Minnesota on a 
farm near Wheaton in the spring of 1890.  They then moved to Herman, Minnesota where Ole threshed and was a well 
digger. They later moved to Sherwood, North Dakota, where Ole had a livery barn.  In 1908 they went to Montana, first 
settling at Chester, where Ole was in the real estate business and then on to Joplin where the family homesteaded.  The 
family home place is located two miles north and two miles east of Joplin.  He is buried in the Highland Cemetery in 
Havre, Montana.  

Children of Rushia Minder and Ole Hanson are:  

148. i.   Dorsey4 Hanson, b. 13 September 1890, Clifton Township, Traverse County, Minnesota; d. 09 
October 1890, Herman, Minnesota. 

  
Notes for Dorsey Hanson:  Dorsey E. Hanson, first born of Ole and Rushia (Minder) Hanson, was 
born on 13 September 1890, in Clifton Township, Traverse County, Minnesota.  He died twenty-six 
days later and is buried at the Lakeside Cemetery in Herman, Minnesota.  

149. ii.   George Raymond Hanson, b. 19 Sept 1891, Clifton Township, Traverse Co., Minn.; d. Unknown. 

150. iii.   Miles Edward Hanson, b. 19 September 1892, Minnesota; d. 19 September 1892, Minnesota. 

151. iv.   Ida Hanson, b. 18 October 1894, Minnesota; d. 23 January 1895, Minnesota. 

  
Notes for Ida Hanson:  Ida Hanson, the fourth child born to Ole Jacoband Rushia Ann (Minder) 
Hanson, died of whooping cough at the age of three months.  She is buried at the Lakeside 
Cemetery in Herman, Minnesota.  

152. v.   Richard Edward Hanson, Sr., b. 11 May 1895, Herman, Minnesota; d. Unknown. 

153. vi.   Clifford Hanson, b. November 1899, Herman, Minnesota; d. February 1900, Herman, Minn. 

154. vii.   Ella Nora May Hanson, b. 13 August 1902, Herman, Minnesota; d. Unknown. 

155. viii.   Grace Marie Hanson, b. 13 December 1903, Herman, Minnesota; d. Unknown. 

156. ix.   Esther Ruth Hanson, b. 31 March 1907, Sherwood, North Dakota; d. Unknown. 
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Sarah Dell Minder and Dick Brower  
48.  Sarah Dell3 Minder (David Austin2, John1) was born 06 September 1876 in Lake City, Wabasha County, Minnesota, 
and died 23 September 1951 in Seattle, Washington.  She married Dick Brower 25 June 1895 in Herman, Minnesota.  He 
died 05 July 1938 in Seattle, Washington.  

Notes for Sarah Dell Minder:  Sarah Dell (Sadie) Minder, died in Seattle, Washington and is buried in the Washetter 
Mausoleum.  Her death was very sudden.  

Children of Sarah Minder and Dick Brower are:  

158. i.   Hazel Gladys4 Brower, b. 03 November 1897, Box Elder, Nebraska; d. 31 March 1911, Spokane, 
Washington. 

159. ii.   Jone Ralph Brower, b. 15 February 1898, Box Elder, Nebraska; d. Unknown; m. 
Virginia Naomi Sutton, 15 July 1933, Seattle, King County, Washington; b. 20 December 1908, 
Seattle, King County, Washington; d. Unknown. 

  Notes for Jone Ralph Brower: Jone Ralph Brower was in the electric business in Oregon.  

  
Marriage Notes for Jone Brower and Virginia Sutton:  Jone Ralph Brower married Virginia Naomi 
Sutton, on 15 July 1933 in Seattle, Washington.  They did not have any children of their own, but 
raised a blind boy named Dickie from the Welfare. 

160. iii.   John Edward Brower, b. 03 April 1903, Sherman, Wyoming; d. 10 December 1908, Livingston, 
Montana. 

161. iv.   Mary Ruth Brower, b. 17 February 1907, Livingston, Montana; d. Unknown; m. (1) 
Harvey Howard Hines, 10 June 1926, Seattle, King County, Washington; m. (2) Alvin John Carlson, 
Abt. 1937; b. 04 May 1904, Algona, Washington; d. 29 November 1954, Laytonville, California. 

162. v.   Isabelle Rosalie Brower, b. 27 June 1912, Spokane, Washington; d. Unknown. 

 

Children of Eli, John  

Jessie Esther Minder and Frank Elijah Robinson  
50.  Jessie Esther3 Minder (Eli2, John1)190 was born 07 December 1872 in Wabasha, Wabasha County, Wisconsin, and 
died 06 February 1964 in California.  She married Frank Elijah Robinson 28 February 1897 in Ella, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin191, son of Edward Robinson and Eunice BURROWS.  He was born 28 August 1869 in Wisconsin, and died 02 
May 1950 in Waconia, Wisconsin.   

Notes for Jessie Esther Minder:  Jessie Esther Minder, the daughter of Eli and Mary Henrietta (Milliren) Minder was born 
7 December 1872.  Jessie's dad, Eli, was strict about school lessons.  She had to redo a lot of copy work - but it paid off, 
as she became a school teacher in Minneapolis, and even in her advanced age, had a beautiful handwriting.  

According to the Minder Story (author unknown) the Eli Minder family home burned when Jessie was 23 years of age 
and a teacher in Minneapolis.  Her mother was working the garden of their 70 acre farm and her father, Eli, was on the 
river.  They had a lot of Minder family treasures but nothing was saved from the fire.  

Marriage Notes for Jessie Minder and Frank Robinson:  From the Pepin County Courier, Durand, Wisconsin, Friday, 5 
March 1897--The beautiful and impressive wedding ceremony which united in matrimony Miss Jessie Esther Minder of 
this place and Frank Robinson of Verdi, Minnesota, was conducted by Rev. W.  H. Stone of Lake Benton, Minnesota at 
the home of the bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Eli Minder, on Sunday February 28th, the occasion also being the 28th 
anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Eli Minder's marriage.  Promptly at 4 o'clock p.m., the bridal party summoned by strains of 
music descended to the parlor, the bride being attended by Miss Gussie Olson of Chicago, and her sister Miss Nellie 
Minder and the groom by Dr. A.  E. Crum and Delbert Minder.  The bride was becomingly attired in cream silk and 
Henrietta trimmed in chiffon, the groom wore the conventional black dress suit.  The maids of honor were prettily and 
appropriately dressed.  After congratulations the guests retired to the dining room and partook of a bountiful wedding 
feast.  The presents were many and beautiful, but our space will not permit the full list.  The wedding was followed by a 
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reception Monday evening which was enjoyed by the young people.  Music and games were followed by refreshments.  
The guests departed at a late hour.  All join in wishing Mr. and Mrs. Robinson happiness and prosperity in their future 
home in Verdi.   

Children of Jessie Minder and Frank Robinson are:  

163. i.   Richard Rupert4 Robinson, b. 30 March 1898; d. Unknown. 

164. ii.   Cyril Minder Robinson, b. 24 December 1899; d. 20 August 1966. 

165. iii.   Ivan Paul Robinson, b. 14 October 1901; d. 03 March 1927; m. ROGANASCARBEAU, December 
1926. 

166. iv.   Esther Nellie Robinson, b. 09 December 1902; d. Unknown; m. (1) HarleyChrisMAN, 26 January 
1924; d. 12 November 1946; m. (2) Paul BOERNER, 04 April 1959; b. 20 January 1904, Germany; d. 
Unknown. 

167. v.   Jerry Mark Robinson, b. 07 February 1905. 

168. vi.   Wallace Marvin Robinson, b. 24 March 1907. 

169. vii.   Clifford Charlie Robinson, b. 14 June 1908; d. Unknown. 

170. viii.   Edward Milo Robinson, b. 09 December 1910; d. 06 November 1949. 

Nellie Blanche Minder and Walter Henry Biles  
51.  Nellie Blanche3 Minder (Eli2, John1)192 was born 29 July 1877 in Pepin County, 
Wisconsin, and died 11 January 1966  in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  She married Walter 
Henry Biles193 10 June 1908 in Ella, Pepin County, Wisconsin194, son of Thomas Biles and 
Oliva Sprout.  He was born 28 April 1865 in Pierce County, Wisconsin, and died 03 
November 1945 in Stockholm, Pepin County, Wisconsin195.  

Notes for Walter Henry Biles:  Walter Henry Biles was born 28 April 1865, at Rush River 
in Pierce County, Wisconsin and died at Stockholm 3 November 1945.  He was the son of 
Thomas and Olivia (Sprout) Biles.  The family went to Iowa for a few years, but returned 
to settle on the homestead in Porcupine, Wisconsin.  He worked on the Mississippi River 
and in a mill at Pepin and there in 1890 he married Fanny Holden who died in 1897.  
One child, Mrs. Wallace (Myrtle) Knight was born to them.  She died in 1923.  For a few 
years Biles had a store in Porcupine.  In 1907 he went to Durand, and stayed until 1933 
when he moved to Stockholm where his son was in business with him.  In 1908 he 
married Nellie Minder.  They had four children; Vaughn Walter, Stockholm; Claire 
Minder, died in infancy, Mrs. Gilbert (Calista) Bechthold, Minneapolis; Mrs. Frank 
(Helen) Holcer, Kansas City, Missouri.  There are five grandchildren.  Following are the names of those from away who 
attended the services; Mr. and Mrs. Robert Demby, Madison; D.  B. Minder and the Cyril 
Robinsons, LaCrosse; Mrs. Mary Milliren, Mrs. Nellie Hoffman, Everett Paulson, Eau 
Claire; Mrs. Geo Milliren, C.  H. Donleys, Menomonie; Harry Wilhelms, Mrs. Ray Kusilek, 
Mrs. Mary Milliren, River Falls; the Ralph Saureessins, Elmwood; Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert 
Bechthold and sons, Miss Mary Miles, Minneapolis; Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Holcer and 
sons, Kansas City, Missouri; Mr. and Mrs. John Harding, Mondovi; Mark Kinney, Portland, 
Oregon; Mrs. Mary Blager, North Branch; Russell Milliren, Chicago. Rev. Gustafson, 
Stockholm, had charge of services at the house. Rev. J.  W. Harris, assisted by W.  H. 
Nulton and Rev. Gustafson at the Methodist church, Pepin. The Masonic burial services 
were given by W.  H. Smith, Mondovi.  He was laid to rest in the Oakwood Cemetery, 
Pepin, Wisconsin.   

Marriage Notes for Nellie Minder and Walter Biles:  Pepin County Courier, Durand, 
Wisconsin, Friday, June 12, 1908--At  twelve o'clock on Wednesday of this week at the 
home of the bride's parents home at Ella a very pretty and quiet wedding was 
solemnized, Rev. Frank Bell of this city performing the ceremony.  The contracting 
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parties are Miss Nellie Blanche Minder of Ella, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Eli Minder and Walter Henry Biles of this 
city, manager of the Pepin County Co-operative Store here.  They are both very well and favorably known throughout 
the county and especially in this city.  

The wedding was a very quiet affair, only near relatives and friends being present.  The bridesmaid was Miss Mary Miles 
of Arkansaw and best man was Mr. Alex Johnson of Ella.  The newly wedded couple left after the ceremony for a short 
wedding trip and will make their home in this city.  They have the best wishes of many friends for their future happiness 
and The Courier extends congratulations.  Walter had been married before and was a widower.   

Children of Nellie Minder and Walter Biles are:  

171. i.   Vaughn Walter4 Biles, b. 27 August 1910, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin196; d. 22 April 1992, 
Wabasha, Wabasha County, Wisconsin; m. EdnaLouise KAKUSCHKE, 30 September 1942, Red Wing, 
Goodhue County, Minnesota197; b. 02 October 1907. 

  

Notes for Vaughn Walter Biles:  Vaughn Walter Biles, son of Walter and Nellie (Minder) Biles, was 
born 27 August 1910 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin.  He attended Durand schools and 
graduated from Durand High School in 1928.  He then went to Minneapolis where he graduated 
from Business College.  
He returned to Durand to work with his father in the People's Store on Main Street and Fourth 
Avenue West.  In 1933 he moved to Stockholm where he owned and operated a General Store.  
30 September 1942 he married Edna Louise Kakuschke in Red Wing, Minnesota. They made their 
home in Stockholm.  He was Postmaster at Stockholm from 1957 until his retirement in 
1980.Vaughn and Edna moved to Nelson in 1986.  In April of 1990 he became a resident of Pepin 
Manor Care Center in Pepin, Wisconsin.  
He was a member of Calvary Covenant Church in Stockholm, Durand-Pepin Masonic Lodge # 149 
and National Association of Postmasters of the United States.  
He died at the age of eighty-one on Wednesday, 22 April 1992 at St. Elizabeth's Hospital in 
Wabasha, Minnesota.  He is survived by his wife, Edna; sister and brother-in-law Calista and Harold 
Sullivan of Minneapolis; brother-in-law Frank Holcer of Kansas City, Missouri; three nephews James 
Bechthold of Minneapolis, Charles Holcer of Denver and Vaughn Holcer of Oklahoma City.  
He was preceded in death by his parents, infant brother Clair and one sister Helen Holcer.  
Funeral services were held at 11:00 a.  M Saturday, 25 April 1992 at Calvary Covenant Church in 
Stockholm.  Rev. Eldor Langager officiated. Burial was in Oakland Cemetery, Stockholm.  Masonic 
services were held at 7:15 p.m. Friday at Goodrich Funeral Home in Durand.  
Honorary Casket bearers: Orlin Anderson, Lyndon Carpenter, Clarence Clausen, Charles Ecelberger, 
Glen Haglund, Dorance Johnson, James Larkin and Jerome Peterson.  
Casket bearers were James Bechtohold, Everett Biles, Thomas Biles, Glenn Ebensperger, Lyle Peters 
and Vernon Wallin.  Eldor and Nettie Langager sang. Organist was Dennis Wahlstrom.  

  

Marriage Notes for Vaughn Biles and Edna KAKUSCHKE:  Edna Louise Kakuschke of Pepin, 
Wisconsin, married Vaughn Walter Biles on 30 September 1942 in Red Wing, Minnesota, by Rev. J. 
Wilbert Lillico, Methodist minister.  Witnesses were Leila M. Stickles and Annie E. Lillico.  They did 
not have children.  

172. ii.   Claire Minder Biles, b. 20 January 1912, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 25 January 1912, 
Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin198. 

173. iii.   Calista Ada Biles, b. 10 November 1914, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

 

174.                    iv.   Helen Majorie Biles, b. 24 May 1916, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 26 April 1981, Sheffield, 
Missouri. 
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Seventh  Generation  

Children of Mary Jane, John   

George  Andrew Yust and Marie Elizabeth Laux  
65.  George Andrew4 Yust (Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)199 was born 17 July 1864 in Lansing, Allamakee County, 
Iowa200, and died 03 February 1953 in Stewartville, Minnesota200.  He married Marie Elizabeth Laux200 19 June 1889200. 

Notes for George Andrew Yust:  George and Marie lived in Big Stone City, South Dakota and built up a farmstead.  From 
the Yust family history (which was difficult to read) it states that Marie lived in the city of Big Stone later on and that 
George lived in a cabin on the farm of (unable to read) he spent many summers with his son, Ervin and later with his 
grandson, Duane.  George is buried in Big Stone Cemetery, northwest of Big Stone City.  

Children of George Yust and Marie Laux are:  

175. i.   Philip Christian5 Yust201, b. 07 September 1890, Morristown, Minnesota201; d. 16 February 1980201; 
m. Margaret Smith201, 09 July 1945201. 

176. ii.   Fred Wilhem Yust, b. 20 May 1892, Morristown, Minnesota; d. 15 February 1931. 

177. iii.   Ervin George Yust, b. 10 October 1897, Morristown, Minnesota; d. July 1977, Rochester, 
Minnesota. 

178. iv.   Thekla Anne Marie Yust, b. 02 August 1899, Medford, Minnesota; d. Unknown. 

179. v.   Esther Elizabeth Yust, b. 15 December 1901, Big Stone City, South Dakota; d. Unknown. 

180. vi.   Walter Reuben Yust201, b. 28 April 1904, Big Stone City, South Dakota; d. Unknown; m. 
Harriet Stewart. 

Notes for Walter Reuben Yust:  Walter and his wife lived in Oregon. 

Charles William Yust and Edith Rosebrook  
67.  Charles William4 Yust (Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)202 was born 09 September 1867 in Lansing, Allamakee 
County, Iowa, and died January 1919.  He married Edith Rosebrook 01 May 1895. 

Notes for Charles William Yust:  Charles was a radio and electric engineer.  Charles is buried at Forest Hill Cemetery in 
Owatonna.  

Child of Charles Yust and Edith Rosebrook is:  

181. i.   Galen5 Yust, b. 26 August 1900, Minnesota; d. September 1974, Minnesota; m. Carlyn Gerhart, 03 
May 1947. 

Caroline Marie Yust and Charles Ernest Erdmann  
68.  Caroline Marie4 Yust (Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)202 was born 23 January 1869 in Lansing, Allamakee 
County, Iowa, and died 29 October 1952 in West Concord, Dodge County, Minnesota.  She married 
Charles Ernest Erdmann 10 September 1887 in Owatonna, Minnesota.  He was born 23 March 1865 in Havana, Steele 
County, Minnesota, and died 30 January 1951 in West Concord, Dodge County, Minnesota.  

Children of Caroline Yust and Charles Erdmann are:  

182. i.   Bertha5 Erdmann, b. 1890, Havana Township, Steele County, Minnesota; d. Unknown; m. 
Carl Robbie, Unknown; b. Unknown; d. Unknown. 

183. ii.   Albert Erdmann, b. 1892, Havana Township, Steele County, Minnesota; m. Lilly MORK. 

184. iii.   Myrtle Erdmann, b. 1895, Havana Township, Steele County, Minnesota; m. Clarence WoodCOCK. 

185. iv.   Mayme Erdmann, b. 1898, Havana Township, Steele County, Minnesota; m. Bill MIDDLESTAD. 
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186. v.   Etta Erdmann, b. 16 September 1899, Havana Township, Steele County, Minnesota; d. Unknown; 
m. Merle Thomas, Unknown; b. Unknown; d. Unknown. 

187. vi.   Eva Clara Erdmann, b. 16 September 1899, Medford, Minnesota; d. 23 November 1987, Pine Island, 
Goodhue County, Minnesota. 

188. vii.   Verna Erdmann, b. 1903, Havana Township, Steele County, Minnesota; m. Gene SEATH; b. ?. 

189. viii.   Irene Erdmann, b. 1905. 

190. ix.   Charles Erdmann, b. 1908, Havana Township, Steele County, Minnesota; m. Dorothy. 

191. x.   Robert Erdmann, b. 1911, Havana Township, Steele County, Minnesota; m. Claudis Siewert. 

Clara Minnie Yust and Henry Rosebrook  
69.  Clara Minnie4 Yust (Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)202 was born 09 August 1871 in Lansing, Allamakee County, 
Iowa, and died 17 July 1951 in Modesto, California.  She married Henry Rosebrook 06 May 1891.  He died 17 July 1916 in 
Owatonna, Minnesota.  

Child of Clara Yust and Henry Rosebrook is:  

192. i.   Adeline5 Rosebrook, b. 11 March 1892; d. 15 January 1980, Salem, Oregon; m. Charles, 21 March 
1964, Salem, Oregon; d. 1966. 

  
Notes for Adeline Rosebrook:  Adeline married late in life and she had only two years with her 
husband before his death. 

Peter Yust and Lena Wiesjhan  
70.  Peter4 Yust (Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)202 was born 22 April 1873 in Lansing, Allamakee County, Iowa, and 
died 01 October 1948 in Portland, Multonomah County, Oregon.  He married Lena Wiesjhan 17 November 1897. 

Children of Peter Yust and Lena Wiesjhan are:  

193. i.   Elsa5 Yust, m. Fabres. 

194. ii.   Mildred Yust, b. Unknown. 

195. iii.   Vi Yust, b. Unknown. 

Herman Theodore Yust and Anna Schendel  
71.  Herman Theodore4 Yust (Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)202 was born 20 August 1876 in Deerfield, Steele 
County, Minnesota, and died 01 September 1945 in Owatonna, Minnesota.  He married Anna Schendel 26 Feb. 1902. 

Child of Herman Yust and Anna Schendel is:  

196. i.   Adeline5 Yust, b. Unknown. 

Josephine Anna Yust and Rudolph Giese  
72.  Josephine Anna4 Yust (Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)202 was born 22 February 1878 in Deerfield, Steele County, 
Minnesota, and died 09 January 1959.  She married Rudolph Giese 22 April 1896.  He died 11 February 1949.  

Children of Josephine Yust and Rudolph Giese are:  

197. i.   Mabel5 Giese, m. JanKE. 

198. ii.   Clara Giese. 

199. iii.   Esther Giese, m. Nelson. 

200. iv.   Dorothy Giese, m. Clausen. 

201. v.   Nadine Giese, m. Tonjum. 
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Albert Harvey Yust and Mary Herda  
73.  Albert Harvey4 Yust (Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)202 was born 31 December 1879 in Deerfield, Steele County, 
Minnesota, and died 19 March 1984 in St. Cloud, Minnesota.  He married Mary Herda 31 January 1906. 

Notes for Albert Harvey Yust:  Albert is buried at Empire, Minnesota.  

Child of Albert Yust and Mary HERDA is:  

202. i.   Larry5 Yust, b. 10 December 1907. 

 

Children of John Henry, Nathan, John 

Mabel Mary Minder and Frank Weissinger  
79.  Mabel Mary4 Minder (John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)203 was born 1881 in Wisconsin203.  She married 
Frank Weissinger204 31 December 1901 in Eau Galle, Wisconsin205, son of Sylvesther Weissinger and Mary Radle. He was 
born 1875 in Austria206.  

Marriage Notes for Mabel Minder and Frank Weissinger: Frank Weissinger of Exile, Wisconsin, son of Sylvester and 
Mary (Radle) Weissinger and Mabel Mary Minder, daughter of John and Alice Minder were married on 31 December 
1901at the Catholic Church in Eau Galle, Dunn County, Wisconsin by Rev. Wm. Reding.  Witnesses were Henry Hartung 
and Mary Weissinger.  

Children of Mabel Minder and Frank Weissinger are:  

203. i.    LEsther5 Weissinger207, b. 16 September 1904, Plum City, Pierce County, Wisconsin208; d. 
Unknown. 

204. ii.    John Weissinger209, b. 25 May 1906, Plum City, Pierce County, Wisconsin210; d. Unknown. 

205. iii.    Mary Josephine Weissinger211, b. 12 September 1910, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin212; d. 18 
April 1993, Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin213; m. (1) Scott; m. (2) Elmer A. Oman, 24 August 1948, 
Phillips, Wisconsin; b. 27 February 1901, Wisconsin213; d. March 1969, Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin214. 

206. iv.    Ralph Weissinger215, b. 25 April 1914, Arkansaw, Pepin County, Wisconsin216; d. January 1966, 
Brantwood, Wisconsin217. 

Florence Minder and Engelbert John Biederman, Sr.  
80.  Florence4 Minder (John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)218 was born 05 June 1885 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin219, 
and died 18 December 1965 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin220.  She married Engelbert John Biederman, Sr.221 15 
September 1903 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin222, son of Franz Bitterman and Thekla Preissel.  He was born 31 
October 1877 in Waidhofen Ander Thaya, Austria223, and died 20 October 1966 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin224.  

Notes for Florence Minder:  Florence is buried at St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery in Durand, Wisconsin.  

Notes for Engelbert John Biederman, Sr.:  From the Biederman Family History that was written in 1988 and which can 
be found in the Durand Public Library, it stated that the original spelling of their last name was Bitterman and was 
changed in 1895 to Biederman. The Biederman's were Catholic.  

Berts family emigrated to America in 1878 and he was naturalized in 1906. Bert worked as a young man on the 
Chippewa River, then in the Durand Brewery, and later as a custodian of the school and the court house. He was a 
"naturalized citizen." He started working toward his citizenship during World War I, and received his final papers April 
18, 1921.  

Bert and Florence celebrated their sixtieth wedding anniversary on September 15, 1963. An article and their picture was 
in the "Courier Wedge" concerning this event.  Bert was a Durand Volunteer Fireman and was the oldest member of this 
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group. At his funeral service the firemen formed a line in tribute to him as his casket was carried out of the church.  Bert 
is buried in the St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery, Durand, Wisconsin. 

Marriage Notes for Florence Minder and Engelbert Biederman:  Engelbert Biederman of Durand, Wisconsin, son of 
Frank and Thiela (Preissl) Biederman and Florence Minder, daughter of John and Alice Minder were married on 15 
September 1903 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin at the Catholic Church by C.  B. Weikman.  Witnesses were August 
Echling and Mary Jung.  

Pepin County Courier Durand, Wisconsin Friday September 18, 1903: The marriage of Engelbert Biederman of this city 
and Miss Florence Minder of Frankfort was solemnized at the Catholic Church by Rev. C. B. Weikman, at 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday morning last.  The groom is an industrious young man and has been in the employ of the Durand Brewing 
company for several years.  The bride is the daughter of John Minder of Frankfort.  A large number of friends of the 
bridal pair assembled at the grooms step father Sylvester Pomasel where the elegant dinner was served.  Both the 
young people have many friends who will be glad to hear of their union.  The Courier unites with these in 
congratulations.  

Children of Florence Minder and Engelbert Biederman are:  

207. i.   Louise Ida5 Biederman, b. 20 May 1905, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

208. ii.   Engelbert John Biederman, Jr.225, b. 22 May 1907, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin226; d. 16 April 
1979, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin227; m. Eileen Roeder228, 21 November 1938, Durand, Pepin 
County, Wisconsin229; b. 18 June 1913, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

  

Notes for Engelbert John Biederman, Jr.:  He spent his entire life in Durand except for a short 
period of time spent in Chicago. He worked as a young man for the Hercules Powder Milk Plant in 
Durand, and for them also when he was in Chicago. After he was married he worked as a bartender 
at Club 10 in Durand for twenty years. After his retirement he worked part-time at the Country 
Club golf course in Durand.  Buss was a great fellow to tell stories.  He enjoyed this immensely, and 
even better when someone was a little slow to get the catch-on.  He had lots of fun with his story 
telling.  Everyone liked Buss and enjoyed good banter with him. He is buried at St. Mary's 
Cemetery, Durand, Wisconsin.  

  

Notes for Eileen Roeder:  Eileen was born 18 June 1913, the daughter of George and Helen 
(Mulheron) Roeder of Chase Hill, Wisconsin.  Buss and Eileen observed their twenty-fifth wedding 
anniversary in 1963, and the "Courier Wedge" carried an article concerning this event.  They had no 
children.  

  

Marriage Notes for Engelbert Biederman and Eileen ROEdER:  Engelbert Biederman, Jr. of Durand 
Wisconsin and Eileen Roeder the daughter of George and Helen (Mulheron) Roeder, were married 
on 21 November 1938 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin at St. Mary's Catholic Church by the Rev. 
M. J. Kelnhofer. Witnesses were George Biederman and Helen Biederman.  

209. iii.   Francis James Biederman, b. 20 August 1909, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 03 January 1991. 

210. iv.   Vera Lucille Biederman, b. 26 October 1911, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

211. v.   George Edward Biederman, b. 01 August 1915, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

212. vi.   Helen Marie Biederman, b. 04 January 1918, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

Maud Ida Minder and Leopold Weisinger  
81.  Maud Ida4 Minder (John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)230 was born 27 December 1889 in Frankfort Township, Pepin 
County, Wisconsin, and died Unknown.  She married Leopold Weisinger231 27 April 1907232.  He was born in Austria233.  

Marriage Notes for Maud Minder and Leopold Weisinger:  From the Spring Valley Sun: 6 May 1907, column 1, page 4: 
Miss Maude Minder and Leo Weisinger were married Tuesday, April 27th, by Rev. Griefeldinger.  
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Children of Maud Minder and Leopold Weisinger are:  

213. i.   Julia5 Weisinger234, b. 14 June 1909, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin235; d. 21 June 
1909, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin236. 

 Notes for Julia Weisinger:  Cause of death - premature birth.  

214. ii.   William Weisinger237, b. 16 March 1911, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin238; d. 
September 1985, Ontonagon, Michigan239. 

215. iii.   Geo Theodore Weisinger240, b. 21 November 1912, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin241; d. Unknown. 

216. iv.   Alice Marion Weisinger, b. 02 December 1914, Arkansaw, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

Ruth May Minder and Charles Cecil Miner  (1) William McKernon  (2) 
82.  Ruth May4 Minder (John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)242 was born 1892 in Pepin County, Wisconsin243, and died 
Unknown.  She married (1) Charles Cecil Miner244 16 April 1908 in Arkansaw, Pepin County, Wisconsin245, son of 
B. Miner and Elmra Best.  He was born 24 September 1880 in Winnebago, Minnesota246, and died 22 February 1920 in 
Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin247.  She married (2) William McKernon248 Abt. 1921. 

Notes for Charles Cecil Miner:  Charles was born 24 September 1880 in Winnebago, Minnesota the son of B.F. and 
Elmira (Best) Miner.  He died 22 February 1920 from a self-inflicted gun shot to the head.  He is buried at Round Hill 
Cemetery.  Charles death certificate states that the cause of death was supposed suicide.  Newspaper article from the 
Courier Wedge states that he committed suicide by a self-inflicted gun shot.  The article went on to say that he had not 
been very well for some time and it is thought that continued poor health caused him to become despondent and 
commit the rash act. 

Marriage Notes for Ruth Minder and Charles Miner:  Charlie C. Miner of Pepin County, Wisconsin, son of B. T. and Elmra 
(Best) Miner, was married to Ruth Minder, daughter of John Minder, on 16 April 1908 by D. S. Householder.  Witnesses 
were Maud Minder and Gunard Fredrickson.  

Notes for William McKernon:  Could not find a marriage certificate for Will and Ruth but they had a child, Eldora May 
and they lived in Waterville Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin at the time of their daughter's birth.  

Children of Ruth Minder and Charles Miner are:  

217. i.   Amer5 Miner, b. 05 August 1909, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. September 1977, 
Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

218. ii.   Gale Edmund Miner, b. 17 February 1912, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 19 
March 1984, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

219. iii.   Roy Allen Miner, b. 16 January 1914, Wisconsin; d. January 1974. 

220. iv.   Thelma Wilma Miner249, b. 21 August 1916, Wisconsin250; d. 21 August 1921, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin251. 

  
More About Thelma Wilma Miner: 
Burial: Forest Hill Cemetery, Durand, Wisconsin 
Cause of Death: Streptococcus sore throat 

221. v.   Darrel Charles Miner251, b. 18 October 1920, Waterville Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin252; d. 
Unknown. 

       
Child of Ruth Minder and William McKernon is:  

222. vi.   Eldora May5 McKernon, b. 08 May 1922, Waterville Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 18 
March 1999, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 
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Clyde Minder and Ada Patnode  
83.  Clyde4 Minder (John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)253 was born 25 June 1896 in Frankfort Township, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin254, and died August 1968 in Waukesha, Wisconsin255.  He married Ada Patnode256 04 September 1917 in 
Wabasha, Wabasha County, Minnesota257.  She was born 1899 in Pepin County, Wisconsin258, and died Unknown.  

Marriage Notes for Clyde Minder and Ada Patnode:  Clyde Minder of Pepin County, Wisconsin, son of John and Alice 
Minder, age 21 and Ada Patnode of Pepin County, Wisconsin, age 18 were married on 4 September 1917 in Wabasha, 
Wabasha County, Minnesota by the Justice of Peace H. B. Jewell.  Witnesses were Michael Marx and Frank Pfeilsticker.  

Children of Clyde Minder and Ada PATNODE are:  

223. i.   Clyd Elwood5 Minder259, b. 31 July 1917, Lake City, Wabasha County, Minnesota259; d. 24 October 
1917, Lake City, Wabasha County, Minnesota260. 

224. ii.   Bert Raymond Minder261, b. 05 October 1918, Porcupine, Pepin County, Wisconsin262; d. 25 May 
1988, Ely, Minnesota263. 

225.  iii.   Donald Joseph Minder264, b. 05 February 1921, Waterville Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin265. 

226. iv.   Delia Oreyetta Minder266, b. 29 April 1923, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin267. 

227.  v.   Robert Jean Minder268, b. 30 January 1931, Lake City, Wabasha County, Minnesota269. 

 

Children of Sarah Jane, Nathan, John  

Frank Bilderback and Ethel Wilcox  
89.  Frank4 Bilderback (Sarah Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1) was born 17 July 1883 in Maxville, Buffalo County, 
Wisconsin, and died Unknown.  He married Ethel Wilcox 31 December 1918 in Clark County, South Dakota. 

Children of Frank Bilderback and Ethel Wilcox are:  

228. i.   Francis Wesley5 Bilderback, b. 04 February 1920, Clark County, South Dakota; d. July 1986, 
Newport, Minnesota270. 

229. ii.   Florence Marjory Bilderback, b. 06 November 1921, Clark County, South Dakota; d. Unknown. 

 

Children of Elizabeth, Elizabeth, John  

Harriet Catherine Miller and Sandy Gilfillan  
99.  Harriet Catherine4 Miller  (Elizabeth3Fletcher, Elizabeth2Minder, John1) was born 1880 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire 
County, Wisconsin, and died 1953 in San Francisco, California.  She married Sandy Gilfillan. 

Child of Harriet Miller and Sandy Gilfillan is:  

230. i.   Jean5 Gilfillan. 

 

Children of Amanda, Elizabeth, John 

Christine Clarice McRae and ? Mysenberg  
100.  Christine Clarice4 McRae (Amanda3Fletcher, Elizabeth2Minder, John1) was born 07 June 1874 in East Grand Forks, 
Minnesota, and died Unknown in San Francisco, California.  She married Mysenberg. 

Children of Christine McRae and Mysenberg are:  

231. i.   Daniel Caris5 Mysenberg, b. East Grand Forks, Minnesota; d. 1954, Boise, Idaho. 

232. ii.   Mary Catherine Mysenberg, b. East Grand Forks, Minnesota; d. Moorhead, Minnesota. 
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Children of Susan Henrietta, Elizabeth, John  

Aaron Levisee and Eva Marguerite Bergman  
105.  Aaron4 Levisee (Susan Henrietta3Fletcher, Elizabeth2Minder, John1)271 was born 25 
April 1894 in Kent, King County,  Washington, and died 06 July 1962 in Santa Ana, Orange 
County, California.  He married Eva Marguerite Bergman 12 July 1918 in Seattle, King 
County, Washington272, daughter of Charles Bergman and Margaret KIDDIE.  She was born 
10 March 1896 in Everette, Snohomish County, Washington273, and died 26 March 1969 in 
Pasadena, Los Angeles County, California.  

Notes for Aaron Levisee:  Aaron Levisee the son of Leonidas and Susan Henrietta 
(Fletcher) Levisee was born 25 April 1894 in Kent, King County, Washington.  He was 
christened, 16 June 1895, in St. James Catholic Church, Kent, Washington.  Burial in 
Fairhaven Memorial Park, Santa Ana, California.  Occupation: Title Insurance.  Served as a 
Sergeant in Company A, 2nd Infantry, National Guard of Washington.  Enlisted 23 
September 1912, discharged 24 September 1915.  Served as Private of Company A, 2nd 
Regiment of Infantry, U.S. National Guard.  Discharged 28 August 1916.  

Notes for Eva Marguerite Bergman:  Eva Marguerite Bergman, 
daughter of Charles Edwin Bergman and Margaret Clink Kiddie 
was born 10 March 1896, in Everett, Snohomish County, 
Washington.  She died, 26 March 1969, in Pasadena, Los Angeles 
County, California.  Baptism: 3 May 1898.  Burial in Fairhaven 
Memorial Park, Santa Ana, California.  Occupation: Legal 
Secretary.  Cause of death: (a) Acute left ventricular failure with 
acute pulmonary edema; (b) Coronary heart disease with 
congestive failure; (3) diabetes mellitus.  

Marriage Notes for Aaron Levisee and Eva Bergman:  Aaron 
Levisee married Eva Marguerite Bergman, daughter of Charles Edwin Bergman and Margaret Clink Kiddie, 12 July 1918, 
in Seattle, King County, Washington.  They had four children, two boys and two girls.  

Children of Aaron Levisee and Eva Bergman are:  

233. i.   Marion Margery5 Levisee, b. 12 November 1924, Seattle, King County, Washington. 

234. ii.   Suzanne Irene Levisee, b. 29 May 1926, Seattle, King County, Washington. 

235. iii.   Robert Charles Levisee, b. 17 September 1927, Seattle, King County, Washington. 

236. iv.   Donald Bergman Levisee, b. 18 August 1929, Seattle, King County, Washington; d. 16 December 
1953, Pacific Ocean. 

  

Notes for Donald Bergman Levisee:  Donald Bergman Levisee the fourth child of Aaron and Eva 
(Bergman) Levisee was born, 18 July 1929, in Seattle, King County, Washington.  He died, 16 
December 1953, in Navy flight, Pacific Ocean.  Occupation: U.S. Navy Pilot. .  
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Children of William Eli, Benjamin , John 

Allie Benjamin  Minder and Lizzie (Witt) Nichols  
115.  Allie Benjamin4 Minder (William Eli3, Benjamin2, John1)274 was born 02 March 1880 in Wisconsin275, and died June 
1963 in Minnesota276.  He married Lizzie (Witt ) Nichols277 05 October 1903 in Wabasha County, Minnesota278.  She was 
born 14 May 1871 in Germany279, and died 29 March 1957 in Monticello Township, Wright County, Minnesota280.  

Notes for Allie Benjamin Minder:  Allie Benjamin Minder grew up in the Maiden Rock and Bay City areas of Wisconsin.  
He married Lizzie (Witt) Nichols on 5 October 1903 in Wabasha County, Minnesota.  Allie and Lizzie lived and farmed in 
the Rock Elm area, also lived in Pepin County, Esdaile and Spring Valley, Wisconsin before moving to Minnesota. They 
had three children with two living to adulthood.  Allie died in Minnesota and is buried in the Bay City Cemetery along 
with his parents.  

Notes for Lizzie (Witt ) Nichols:  Lizzie Witt was born in Germany, her ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ name was Dorothy and we do not know 
her fatherΩs name.  She was married to Perry Nichols before she married Allie Minder.  She had two sons and a daughter, 
Leslie, Ina and Irvin when she married Allie.  She and Allie were married in Wabasha County, Minnesota on 5 October 
1903 and resided in Rock Elm Township until moving to Spring Valley, Wisconsin.  Later the family moved to Minnesota.  

Lizzie's death certificate states that she was in the LaRie Rest Home for the length of three days, female, white, married, 
age 85, housewife, cause of death: cerebral hemorrhage.  Her daughter Luella Paris gave the information.  She is buried 
in the Ono Cemetery, Salem Township, Wisconsin.  Don't know why she is not buried in Bay City.  But she did die some 
six years before her husband, Allie.  

Children of Allie Minder and Lizzie Nichols are:  

237. i.   Torvil5 Minder281, b. 05 December 1904, Rock Elm Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 22 
December 1906, Rock Elm Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin282. 

  

Notes for Torvil Minder: Torvil Minder's death certificate gives his father as Allie Minder and his 
mother's name is not filled in.  Cause of death was pneumonia, he was two years and seventeen 
days old.  On his brother's birth certificate (Grant) it states that he is the first child born to this 
couple.  Maybe they didn't tell the doctor that they had a child that had died.  

238. ii.   Grant Eli Minder, b. 13 August 1909, Pepin, Pepin County, Wisconsin; d. 13 February 1993, Elk 
River, Minnesota. 

239. iii.   Luella Prescilla Minder, b. 22 September 1913, Esdaile, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 23 October 
1992, Anoka County, Minnesota. 

Frank Minder and Lettie Hall  
117.  Frank4 Minder (William Eli3, Benjamin2, John1)283 was born 17 August 1883 
in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin284, and died 13 October 1960 in Red 
Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota285.  He married Lettie Hall286 22 November 
1903 in Rock Elm Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin287, daughter of 
George Hall and Hannah Morrison.  She was born 12 October 1885 in Maiden 
Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin, and died 13 April 1967 in Red Wing, Goodhue 
County, Minnesota288.  

Notes for Frank Minder:  Frank Minder was the third child born to Eli and Mary 
(Brenner) Minder.  In his youth he lived in Maiden Rock Township and later 
moved to Bay City, Wisconsin.  He was a stationary engineer so says the Census 
records.  We do know that he worked for the Bay City Sand Mine in the 1930's.  
He was also a commercial fisherman.  According to people in Bay City that I have 
talked with, they say that Frank had a very good sense of humor.  
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His death certificate that was registered in Pierce County states that he died from acute cardiac insufficiency.  JJ Ferrin 
was the mortician.  He was buried on 15 October 1960 in the Bay City Cemetery.  

Obit found in Delia Minder's Bible states: Frank Minder a lifelong resident of Pierce County who made his home at Bay 
City died Thursday evening at Red Wing Hospital.  He suffered a stroke eight days ago and has been confined to the 
hospital since.  He attended Maiden Rock schools and was in the sawmill business for many years.  For the past forty 
years he has been a commercial fisherman.  He was a member of the Bay City Methodist Church.  Surviving are his wife; 
a son William Minder of Red Wing; one brother, Allie Minder of Elk River; Mrs. Sadie Lien of Albert Lea and Mrs. Myrtle 
Eiemberger of St. Paul, and two grandchildren, Gary Minder of Minneapolis and Rojean of Red Wing.  A son Francis 
preceded him in death.  Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday at the Bay City Methodist Church: Rev. James 
Hagen will officiate and interment will be in the Bay City Cemetery. 

Notes for Lettie Hall:  Lettie M. Hall was born on 12 October 1885 in Wisconsin, the daughter of George and Hannah 
(Morrison) Hall.  She had two sons, William and Francis.  After Frank died she moved to Red Wing to live.  She died six 
years after Frank.  

Marriage Notes for Frank Minder and Lettie Hall: 
Frank Minder and Lettie Hall were married on 22 November 1903 in Rock Elm, Pierce County, Wisconsin.  Witnesses 
were Allie Minder and Lizzie E. Minder.  Minister, C C Holt, pastor lives in Ono, Pierce County, Wisconsin.  

Children of Frank Minder and Lettie Hall are:  

240. i.   Francis5 Minder289, b. 28 December 1906, Rock Elm Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin290; d. 1921, 
Wisconsin291. 

  

Notes for Francis Minder:  Francis E. Minder was the first born child to Frank and Lettie (Morrison) 
Minder.  On his birth certificate his name is written as Frank, on the 1910 Census and his 
tombstone it's Francis E.  He only lived to the age of fifteen.  Do not know the cause of death.  
Never found a death certificate for him.  

241. ii.   William George Minder, b. 04 February 1908, El Paso Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 13 
July 1973, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota. 

 

Children of Margaret, Benjamin , John  

Henry Thompson and Rhoda Taylor  
121.  Henry4 Thompson (Margaret3Minder, Benjamin2, John1)292 was born 1874 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, 
Wisconsin, and died 11 January 1937 in Plum City, Pierce County, Wisconsin.  He married Rhoda Taylor Weeks293 06 
March 1896294, daughter of William Weeks and Rachel Taylor.  She was born 16 July 1874 in Hartland Township, Pierce 
County, Wisconsin295, and died 21 October 1960 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota295.  

Notes for Henry Thompson:  Henry R. Thompson the first born son of Walt and Maggie Thompson lived his entire life in 
Pierce County, Wisconsin.  He was a mail carrier.  He and his wife had six children with five of them living to adulthood.  
They lived in the Village of Maiden Rock on what is now County Road S, near the Miller family.  Henry died 11 January 
1937 in the Plum City Hospital from a stroke.  His funeral was at the M.  E. church, Maiden Rock, Wisconsin. In 
attendance were: Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Brunner, daughter, Betty, son, Billie Tom Weekes, sons Clarence of Ellsworth, Mr. 
and Mrs. Amond Hovde, Mr. and Mrs. Will Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Suiter, Mrs. May Davis, all of St. Paul, Mrs. 
Henry Brynelson, Mrs. Adolph Burgess of Webster, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Minder of Bay City.  

Notes for Rhoda Taylor Weeks:  Rhoda Taylor Weeks, the daughter of William and Rachel (Taylor) Weeks was married 
to Henry Thompson and they had six children, with five living to adulthood.  One young son died as an infant.  She and 
Henry lived in Maiden Rock and she died in the hospital in Red Wing, Minnesota at age 86. 

Marriage Notes for Henry Thompson and Rhoda Weeks:  From the Maiden Rock Weekly Press, 11 March 1896 
(Wednesday): Henry Thompson and Miss Rhoda Weeks were married last Thursday.  
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Children of Henry Thompson and Rhoda Weeks are:  

242. i.    Boy5 Thompson296, b. 06 November 1896, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 1896. 

  
Notes for BOY Thompson:  Maiden Rock Weekly Press,12 November 1896 (Thursday): November 6, 
1896, born to Mr. and Mrs. Henry Thompson a son.  Am assuming that he died shortly thereafter.  
Never found a birth record or death record for this child.  

243. ii.   Madge Lillian Thompson297, b. 26 June 1898, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin298; d. 1978; m. 
(1) Adolph Burgess; m. (2) Nash. 

244. iii.   Doris Marie Thompson, b. 25 July 1901, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 28 August 1991. 

245. iv.   Ruth Thompson299, b. 30 May 1903, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. Unknown. 

  
Notes for Ruth Thompson:  Ruth Thompson was born on 30 May 1903 at 8:30 p.m. in Maiden Rock, 
Wisconsin the fourth child born to Henry and Rhoda (Weeks) Thompson.  On the Census she is 
listed as Minnie?  

246. v.   Howard Bernard Thompson, b. 21 June 1905, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. March 
1980, Wyoming, Minnesota. 

Anna Eliza Thompson and Henry Martin Brynilson  
123.  Anna Eliza4 Thompson (Margaret3Minder, Benjamin2, John1) was born 
27 October 1878 in Wisconsin, and died 25 July 1963 in Osceola, Polk 
County, Wisconsin300.  She married Henry Martin Brynilson November 1907 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota301.  He was born 10 March 1878 in Minnesota, 
and died 11 October 1963 in Star Prairie, St. Croix County, Wisconsin.  

Notes for Anna Eliza Thompson:  Anna Eliza Thompson was the third child 
born to Walter and Margaret (Minder) Thompson.  Born in Wisconsin on 27 
October 1878.  She died at the age of 84 in Osceola, Wisconsin on 25 July  

1963, cause of death pneumonia.  She had fractured her left hip three 
weeks previously.  Swandby Funeral Home took care of the arrangements and she is buried 
at the Maiden Rock Cemetery, Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.  

Notes for Henry Martin Brynilson:  Henry Martin Brynilson, son of Marcus and Lena (Waller) 
Brynilson was the husband of Anna Thompson.  They had at least one child, a daughter, 
Minnie.  He was an automotive mechanic.  He died three months after his wife, Anna, in the 
St. Croix County Hospital, Star Prairie, Wisconsin, cause of death was heart failure.  He is 
buried in the Maiden Rock Cemetery, Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.  

Marriage Notes for Anna Thompson and Henry Brynilson:  Henry Marten Brynilson, son of 
Marcus and Lena (Waller) Brynilson and Anna Eliza Thompson, daughter of Walter and 
Margaret (Minder) Thompson were married November 1907 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  
Article from the Spring Valley Sun, "A. S. Otis and Mrs. Lewis Harvey attended the wedding 
of Miss Anna Thompson and Henry Brynelson at Minneapolis."  

Child of Anna Thompson and Henry Brynilson is:  

247. i.   Minnie5 Brynilson, m. MarkELL. 

  

Notes for Minnie Brynilson:  Minne Brynilson was the daughter of Henry and Anna (Thompson) 
Brynilson.  She married a man by the name of Markell.  This information was obtained from her 
father's death certificate. .  
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Children of Henry Long, Benjamin , John  

Benjamin  Minder and Otelia Hagen  
127.  Benjamin4 Minder (Henry Long3, Benjamin2, John1)302 was born 09 October 1885 
in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin, and died 17 November 1956 in Springfield, 
Lane County, Oregon.  He married Otelia Hagen303 26 February 1912 in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, daughter of Elias Hagen and Anna Andersen.  She was born 11 November 
1890 in St. Paul, Minnesota, and died 12 June 1986 in Gresham, Multnomah County, 
Oregon.  

Notes for Benjamin Minder:  Benjamin Minder, the son of Henry Long and Alpharetty 
(Kirtland) Minder was born 9 October 1885, in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin.  
While Ben lived at Grantsburg and Siren he worked as a barber and when he lived in 
St. Paul he was a street car conductor.  When he moved to Oregon, after retiring, he 
worked for the School District of Springfield, Oregon doing odd jobs.  

Benjamin's obit: Benjamin Minder 1365 C St. died at McKenzie-Willamette Hospital 
November 17, 1956.  He was 71 years of age.  Mr. Minder had been a local 
resident for about four months and was a serviceman for Sears Roebuck and 
Company.  He had lived in Oregon for twenty years and was a member of the Seventh Day Adventist Church.  He was 
born in Maiden Rock, Wisconsin October 9, 1885 and was married to Otelia Hagen in St. Paul, Minnesota February 26, 
1912.  Besides his wife, he was survived by three sons, Benjamin, Jr., Springfield; Warren and Wallace, Riverside, 
California and three daughters, Mrs. Bessie Sabo, Medford and Mrs. Anne Davis and Mrs. Bernice Sayles, Portland.  
There are also seventeen grandchildren.  Two sisters, Mrs. Ethel McMahon and Mrs. Bessie Peterson and a brother Earl 
live at Grantsburg, Wisconsin.  Funeral services will be in Portland, Tuesday November 20 at 2 p.m. at the A.J. Rose and 
Son Mortuary with burial in Sunset Hills Memorial Gardens Chapel. 

Children of Benjamin Minder and Otelia Hagen are:  

248. i.   Bessie May5 Minder, b. 19 December 1912, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

249. ii.   Anne Louise Minder, b. 18 June 1914, Wood River, Burnett County, Wisconsin. 

250. iii.   Elsie Berniece Minder, b. 31 January 1918, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

251. iv.   Benjamin Minder, b. 31 December 1927, Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin. 

252. v.   Dr. Warren Earl Minder, b. 08 January 1933, Daniels Township, Burnett County, Wisconsin. 

253. vi.   Dr. Wallace Dale Minder, b. 08 January 1933, Daniels Township, Burnett County, Wisconsin. 
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Earl Minder  and Clara Lillian Erickson  
128.  Earl4 Minder (Henry Long3, Benjamin2, John1)304 was born 07 September 1889 in 
Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin, and died 27 July 1963 in Grantsburg, Burnett 
County, Wisconsin.  He married Clara Lillian Erickson 18 November 1918 in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, daughter of Peter Erickson and SOPHIA MALM.  She was born 21 March 
1899 in Falun, Wisconsin, and died 10 March 1936 in Forrest Lake, Minnesota.  

Notes for Earl Minder:  Earl J. Minder was born in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, 
Wisconsin on 7 September 1889 and passed away at Grantsburg Hospital 27 July 1963 
at the age of almost 74 years.  Earl attended school at Maiden Rock, then worked in a 
store there for a number of years.  The family moved to Grantsburg 7 April 1914 
where they farmed for a while in the town of Wood River.  On 18 November 1918 he 
was united in marriage to Clara Lillian Erickson of Falun.  This marriage was blessed with two children Lucille Alpharety 
and Donald Wesley.  Both passed away in infancy.  After living in the area for a short time they moved to Polk County 
where they worked for a number of years.  It was there that his wife, Clara, passed away, 10 March 1936.  Earl then 
returned to Grantsburg where he bought a farm in Wood River.  He farmed until a few years ago when his health began 
to fail.  He was preceded in death by his wife Clara, two children, his parents and brother Bennie.  Survivors are two 
sisters, both of Grantsburg, Arnold Peterson and Ethel McMahon.  Funeral services were held at Trinity Lutheran Church 
at Falun with Pastor Walker officiating.  Gene Grovland sang two solos with Mrs. Leon Biederman as organist.  Casket 
bearers were John Craberg, Herbert Bergman, Irving Segelstrom, Roy Erickson, Raymond Forstrom and Jimmie 
Anderson.  Interment was at the Ansgarius Lutheran Cemetery.  

Notes for Clara Lillian Erickson:  Clara Lillian Erickson, the daughter of Peter E. and Sophia (Malm) Erickson, was born in 
the town of Wood River, Burnett County, Wisconsin, 21 February 1899 and died at the Bethesda Hospital, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, 10 March 1936 at 12 a.m. at the age of 37 years and 17 days.  She was baptized and confirmed in the 
Lutheran faith and was a member of the Nebo Lutheran Church, Falun, since childhood until 12 August 1934 when she 
joined the St. Peter Lutheran Church, Dresser Junction, where she was a member until her death.  Deceased was married 
to Earl Minder, 18 November 1918.  This marriage was blessed with two children, Lucille Alpharety and Donald Wesley.  
Both died in infancy.  She leaves to mourn her early and sorrowful departure her husband: her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter E. Erickson, Route 4, Grantsburg, two brothers and two sisters.  They are Mrs. John Lahnus, Leslie Nye, Clarence 
and Melba at home.  Also many other relatives and a host of friends.  Funeral services were held Sunday at St. Peter's 
Lutheran Church at Dresser Junction and Nebo Lutheran Church at Falun with the Revs. H. O. Scoby, Dresser Junction 
and C. E. Cederberg, officiating.  Interment was made in the Wood River Lutheran Cemetery.  

Children of Earl Minder and Clara Erickson are:  

254. i.   Lucille Alpharety5 Minder, b. 27 December 1918, Alpha, Wisconsin; d. 22 June 1919, Alpha, 
Wisconsin. 

  

Notes for Lucille Alpharety Minder:  Lucille Alpharety Minder-Death 22 June 1919.  The angel of 
death visited the home of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Minder of Alpha last Sunday June 22 and took from 
them their dear little daughter after a very short illness.  Lucille Alpharety Minder was born 27 
December 1918 and died 22 June 1919 at the age of 5 months and 25 days.  The funeral services 
were held from the home and from the Wood River Baptist church, Wednesday afternoon 25 June.  
Rev. S. Fedden officiating.   The remains were laid to rest in the Wood River Cemetery.  

255. ii.   Donald Wesley Minder, b. 24 September 1920, Falun, Wisconsin; d. 28 February 1921, Falun, 
Wisconsin. 

  

Notes for Donald Wesley Minder:  Mr. and Mrs. Earl Minder of Falun on Monday morning 28 
February 1921 took from them their dear little son after a short illness.  Donald Wesley Minder was 
born 24 September 1920 and died 28 February 1921 at the age of 5 months and 4 days.  Services 
were held from the home and from the Swedish Lutheran Church at Falun Wednesday afternoon 2 
March. Rev. Fedden officiated.  Laid to rest at the Wood River Cemetery.  Pallbearers: Herbert Fink, 
Rudolph Sjolander, Teenie Peterson, Weltar Evenson. 
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Bessie Florence Minder and Arnold Rueben Peterson  
130.  Bessie Florence4 Minder (Henry Long3, Benjamin2, John1)304 was born 08 January 
1898 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin, and died 10 April 1967 in Grantsburg, 
Burnett County, Wisconsin.  She married Arnold Rueben Peterson 17 February 1916 in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, son of R. Peterson and Louisa Johnson.  He was born 23 July 1894 in 
Wood River Township, Burnett County, Wisconsin, and died 11 March 1980 in Grantsburg, 
Burnett County, Wisconsin.  

Notes for Bessie Florence Minder:  Bessie Florence, the daughter of Henry Long and 
Alpharetty "Etta" (Kirtland) Minder, was born on 8 January 1898 in Maiden Rock, Pierce 
County, Wisconsin, the baby of the family.  Her obit states: Bessie Florence Peterson was 
born in Maiden Rock, Wisconsin on January 8, 1898 to Alphrita and Henry Minder.  She 
went to school in Maiden Rock.  When she was fourteen years old her parents moved to 
Alpha, Wisconsin.  She was united in marriage to Arnold Peterson on February 17, 1916.  
This marriage was blessed with one son, Henry.  She was preceded in death by her 
parents, and two brothers, Earl Minder of Grantsburg and Bennie Minder of Portland, 
Oregon.  She is survived by her husband and son and two grandchildren Sylvia and Gary, 
and one sister, Mrs. Perry McMahon.  One year ago they celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary at the farm.  Funeral services were held at the Taylor Chapel with Rev. Gordon Johnson officiating.  
Mrs. Johnson was the organist.  Mr. and Mrs. Delroy Peterson sang two duets.  Pallbearers were Lowell Nelson, Maynard 
Oberg, Irving Segelstrom, Herman Johnson, Orlan Johnson and Helmer Larson.  Interment was at Riverside Cemetery, 
Grantsburg, with Taylor and Son in charge of arrangements.   

Notes for Arnold Rueben Peterson:  Arnold Reuben Peterson was born on 23 July 1894 on the farm in Wood River 
Township where his grandson Gary now lives.  He died suddenly of a heart attack at his home in Grantsburg on 11 March 
1980 at the age of 85.  He was the son of B. J. and Louisa (Johnson) Peterson.  

Arnold was united in marriage to Bessie Minder on 17 February 1916 and one son, Henry was born the following year.  
They farmed on the family homestead until 1965, when they retired and moved to Grantsburg village.  Bessie passed 
away in 1967 and in 1971 he married Rosalie Johnson, who passed away in 1975.  

Arnold was a lifelong resident of the Grantsburg area and was active in many community affairs.  He served on the 
Wood River Town Board in the 1930's and worked with the Soil Conservation Service when it first came to Burnett 
County in 1936.  He served on the Board of Directors of the Farmers Independent Telephone Company from 1956 to 
1971.  Along with farming, Arnold did electrical wiring beginning in 1919 when he installed a light plant in his home.  
After he retired from farming, he built several houses in Grantsburg.  In later years he made yard ornaments and small 
furniture for friends and neighbors in his wood working shop.  He recently had completed a cupola for his grandson's 
barn which was a copy of the one originally built in 1895. 

Arnold had ten half-brothers and sisters who preceded him in death.  Survivors include his son Henry, two 
grandchildren, Gary and Sylvia (Mrs. Bernard Bergeson), three great-grandsons, a step-daughter, Delight (Mrs. Arnold 
Nordstern), step-grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and many friends.  Funeral services were held 
14 March at Grace Baptist Church, Grantsburg, with Rev. Kenneth Hyatt officiating.  Miss Hazel Anderson was the 
organist.  

Child of Bessie Minder and Arnold Peterson is:  

256. i.   Henry Benjamin5 Peterson, b. 30 July 1917, Alpha, Wisconsin. 
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Children of Kenner Collins, Benjamin , John  

Florence Ethel Minder and R .  C. Orr  
132.  Florence Ethel4 Minder (Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)305 was born 06 July 1893 in 
Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin305, and died 03 May 1959 in Everett, Washington306.  She 
married R. C. Orr 14 November 1913 in Washington307. 

Notes for Florence Ethel Minder:  Florence Ethel Minder, was born, 6 July 1893, in Maiden Rock, 
Wisconsin, the second child of Kenner Collins and Eliza Jane (Youmans) Minder.  She moved to 
the state of Washington with her mother after her parents' divorce.  She lived the rest of her life 
in the Mukilteo area, dying in Everett, Washington, on 3 May 1959.  She was buried on 7 May 
1959 at Cypress Lawn Cemetery in Everett, Washington.  

Marriage Notes for Florence Minder and R. C. Orr:  Florence Ethel Minder, daughter of Kenner 
Collins and Eliza Jane (Youmans) Minder, married R.C. Orr, on 14 November 1913, in the state of Washington.  They did 
not have any children of their own but did adopt two boys.  

Children of Florence Minder and R. C. Orr are:  

257. i.   Donald5 Orr, b. Unknown. 

  Notes for Donald Orr:  Donald Orr was the adopted son of R.  C. and Florence Orr.  

258. ii.   Robert Orr, b. Unknown; Adopted child. 

  
Notes for Robert Orr:  Robert Orr was the adopted son of R.  C. and Florence Orr.  He was killed 
during WWII.  

Mabel Minder and Alvin Jacob Smith (1) Robert William John Harwood  (2)  
133.  Mabel4 Minder (Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)308 was born 03 June 1897 in Salem 
Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin309,310, and died 01 April 1983 in Everett, Washington311.  She 
married (1) Alvin Jacob Smith312 14 November 1913 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota313, 
son of Jacob Smith and Alta Howard.  He was born 02 March 1888 in Pierce County, Wisconsin, 
and died 31 October 1948 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota314.  She married (2) 
Robert William John Harwood315 1960 in Cour D'lane, Idaho316, son of James Harwood and 
Della Laabs.  He was born 21 December 1916 in Marysville, Washington317, and died 18 
November 1975 in Everett, Washington317.  

Notes for Mabel Minder:  Mabel Minder the first child born to Kenner Collins and Cora Della 
(Bunce) Minder, was born on 3 June 1897, in Salem Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin.  She 
grew up in Pierce and Pepin Counties in Wisconsin.  She lived in Wisconsin until after her 
husband, A.J. died.  Her sister, Gladys, had cancer and she went to Washington to be with her.  And a few years later 
married Robert Harwood.  

The Red Wing Republican Eagle: Mabel Harwood, 85 - Mabel M. Harwood, 85 a former Red Wing resident who had lived 
in Everett, Washington, the past 25 years, died there Friday. Born June 3, 1897, in Baring, (sic) (this just goes to show 
that information obtained from an obit can be incorrect-her birth certificate is located in Pierce County, Wisconsin) 
Wisconsin, she was the daughter of Kenner and Cora Minder. At one time, she owned and operated Mabel's Cave 
restaurant in Bay City.  

She is survived by a son, Robert Smith of Edmonds, Washington, a daughter, Mrs. Robert (Betty) Meckelin of Los 
Angeles; five grandchildren; two sisters, Mrs. Hartzel (Bernice) Hase of Maiden Rock and Mrs. Daniel (Margaret) 
Ridenour of Ellsworth; and a brother, Claude Minder, of Cumberland, Wisconsin.  She was preceded in death by two 
husbands, Alvin Smith in 1948 and Robert Harwood in 1975.  Funeral will be at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday (April 4, 1983) at 
Bodelson Funeral Home with Rev. Willis Wessman officiating.  Burial will be in Oakwood Cemetery. 

Marriage Notes for Mabel Minder and Alvin Smith:  Alvin Jacob "A.J." Smith, son of Jacob and Alta (Howard) Smith, 
married Mabel Minder, on 14 November 1913, in Red Wing, Minnesota.  The Dunn County News, Menomonie, 
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Wisconsin, Thursday, November 27, 1913-Latest News from Dunn County Points--Mabel Minder and A.J. Smith were 
married Saturday, November 14.  The ceremony was performed by the probate judge at the court house in Red Wing, 
Minnesota.  Witnesses were Gust E. Freeman and Nelson B. Holler.  A.J. and Mabel had three children, two girls and a 
boy.  

Notes for Robert William John Harwood:  Robert "Bob" Harwood, the son of James and Della (Laabs) Harwood, was 
born 21 December 1916 in Marysville, Washington.  He was the oldest of two children born to this marriage.  His father 
died and his mother remarried and had another child, Ellen. Bob was married three times, his second marriage was to 
Gladys, Mabel's younger sister.  After Gladys died of breast cancer Bob and Mabel were married.  He was a diesel 
engineer, had a high school education and was a protestant.  

Children of Mabel Minder and Alvin Smith are:  

259. i.   Marjorie Lucile5 Smith318, b. 14 December 1917, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota319; d. 1978, 
Los Angeles, California320. 

260. ii.   Betty Jane Smith321, b. 09 March 1926, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota322; m. Robert 
Meckelin323, 27 September 1947, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota324; b. 26 October 1924, 
Two Harbors, Minnesota325. 

261. iii.   Robert James Smith, b. 25 May 1928, Union Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 02 December 
1997, Everett, Washington. 

Claude Russell Minder and Cordella OõConnor (1) Lucille Catherine Royer  (2) 
135.  Claude Russell4 Minder (Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)326 was born 22 October 1901 in 
Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin327, and died 24 September 1990 in Rice Lake, Wisconsin.  
He married (1) Cordelia hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ328 18 May 1921 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota329, 
daughter of LǳƳŀƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ and Anna Decker.  She was born 16 November 1901 in Waucota, 
Minnesota330, and died 04 April 1974 in River Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin331.  He married (2) 
Lucille Catherine Royer 01 June 1980 in Shell Lake, Wisconsin332, daughter of Ira Royer and 
MOLLIE BOlinGER.  She was born 18 May 1909 in Cherry Grove Township, Carroll County, Illinois.  

Notes for Claude Russell Minder:  Pierce County Herald: Claude Russell Minder of Rice Lake died 
Monday, September 24, 1990, at Rice Lake Convalescent Home in Rice Lake.  He was 88.  He was 
born 22 October 1901, in Pierce County, the son of Kenner and Cora (Bunce) Minder.  He was 
married 18 May 1931, to Cordelia O'Connor.  She died 4 April 1974.  He married Lucille Henze, 1 June 1980.  Survivors 
include his wife Lucille; three sons, Wayne and his wife Lorraine of Siren, Herbert and his wife Irene of Beldenville, and 
Kenneth and his wife Bobbi of Cypress, Texas; one step-son Lyle Henze and his wife Ann of Almena; one step-daughter 
Joyce Parriott and her husband Robert of Shannon, Illinois; a daughter-in-law Ellen of Mukilteo, Washington; two sisters 
Margaret Ridenour and her husband Dan of Ellsworth and Bernice Hase and her husband Hartzel of Maiden Rock; 
former daughter-in-law Lucille Anderson of Hudson; and several grandchildren, great grandchildren, great-great 
grandchildren, step-grandchildren, step-great grandchildren, nieces and nephews.  Services will be at 1 p.m. Wednesday 
at Winberg-McLaughlin Funeral Home, Ellsworth, with Rev. Donny Shilts officiating. Burial will be at the Beldenville 
Cemetery, Beldenville.  Visitation was Tuesday from 3-5 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. at Winberg-McLaughlin Funeral Home, 
Ellsworth.  His grandsons, Dale, Glen, Craig, David, Randy, and Steven, were the pallbearers.   

Notes for Cordelia hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ:  Pierce County Herald: Mrs. Claude (Cordelia) Minder, 72, longtime resident of Martell 
Township, died Thursday at River Falls City Hospital.  She had been in ill health for several months and suffered a stroke 
at her home Tuesday.  Born 16 November 1901, in Goodhue County, she was the daughter of Luman and Anna 
O'Connor.  Her marriage to Claude Minder took place 18 May 1921.  The couple had lived in Martel Township the past 
25 years.  She is survived by her husband, Claude; five sons, Wayne of Minneapolis, Maynard of River Falls and Herbert, 
Donald and Kenneth of Beldenville; 18 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; three sisters, Mrs. Estella Stutzriem of 
Matawan, Minnesota; Mrs. Evelyn Bunce of Red Wing and Mrs. Mark (Ethel) Stockwell of Beldenville; and three 
brothers, David of Medford, Oregon, Thomas of Bay City, Wisconsin and Richard of St. Paul.  Her parents, one grandchild 

http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE318
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE319
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE320
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE321
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE322
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE323
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE324
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE325
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0020.html#CHILD116
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE326
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE327
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE328
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE329
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE330
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE331
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE332


Descendants of Friedrich Meinert and Eva Maria Weber  

Written by:  Twila Payne                                9ŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅΥ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {Φ ά{ǘŜǾŜέ ¢ǊŀȅƴƻǊ      Page 102 of 239 
 

and two great-grandchildren preceded her in death.  Funeral services will be Monday at 
1:30 p.m. at the Winberg Funeral Home in Ellsworth with the Rev. C.  L. Warner of Rice 
Lake, Wisconsin, officiating.  Interment will be in the Beldenville Cemetery (Lot B-16A).  
Friends may call at the Winberg's Funeral Home Sunday after 2 p.m.  

Marriage Notes for Claude Minder and Cordelia hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ:  Claude Russell Minder and 
Cordelia O'Connor, daughter of Luman and Anna (Decker) O'Connor, were married on 
18 May 1921, in Red Wing, Minnesota.  Witnesses were Henry E. Peterson and Geneva 
Minder.  There were five sons born to this marriage.  Attached to the marriage license 
was this note: Minors permission to marry-Kenner C. and Cora D. Minder, mother and 
father of Claude Minder-age 19 years, 6 months.  Pierce County, Wisconsin signed on 
the 18th day of May 1921.  

Marriage Notes for Claude Minder and Lucille Royer:  Claude Russell Minder and Lucille 
Katherine (Royer) Henze, were married in Shell Lake, Wisconsin at the Full Gospel 
Church, Rev. Virgil Amundson, officiating.  Witnesses were Herbert and Irene Minder.  

Children of Claude Minder and Cordelia hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ are:  

262. i.   Wayne Russell5 Minder, b. 15 April 1922, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota. 

263. ii.   Maynard Darwin Minder, b. 18 June 1926, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 10 November 
1978, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

264. iii.   Herbert Curtiss Minder, b. 02 November 1928, Spring Lake Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

265. iv.   Donald James Minder, b. 22 May 1936, Hartland Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 21 June 
1987, Washington. 

266. v.   Kenneth Daniel Minder, b. 22 January 1941, Rock Elm, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

Geneva Arvella Minder and Henry Edgar Peterson  
136.  Geneva Arvella4 Minder (Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)333 was born 
19 March 1903 in Maiden Rock Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin334, and 
died 19 September 1980 in Wabasha, Wabasha County, Minnesota335.  She 
married Henry Edgar Peterson336 28 January 1922 in Red Wing, Goodhue 
County, Minnesota337, son of John Peterson and Louisa BERGGREN.  He was 
born 08 November 1898 in Florence Township, Goodhue County, 
Minnesota338, and died 27 April 1986 in Wabasha, Wabasha County, 
Minnesota339.  

Notes for Geneva Arvella Minder:  Geneva Arvella was the third child born to Kenner and 
Cora Della (Bunce) Minder. She grew up on a farm in Salem Township near the Peterson 
farm.  She married Henry Edgar Peterson on 28 January 1922 in Red Wing, Minnesota.  She 
and Henry lived in Red Wing where their first two children (sons) were born then they 
moved to the Peterson family farm to help Henry's mother after the death of her 
husband.  On the farm in Salem Township they had two more children born into their 
family. After leaving the farm they lived in Esdaile, Hager City and then moved back to Red 
Wing.  Then on to Rice Lake, Wisconsin where their fifth and last child was born.   

Geneva could make the best pancakes of anyone in the world.  People loved to eat at her 
house and especially if she had pancakes.  Anytime anyone dropped in Geneva had to fix 
something for them to eat.  She could go to her kitchen and put together a meal in no time.  
She also loved to crochet.  She made many beautiful baby afghans for her grandchildren 
and great grandchildren.  She was in the process of making an afghan when she died and 
her granddaughter, Twila, finished it. She also loved to play Scrabble, read books, do cross 
word puzzles, garden, can and make pies.  
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In the late 1970's Geneva suffered a massive heart attack while living in 
Mississippi.  She and Henry moved back to Minnesota in April of 1980.  That 
summer Geneva would ask her families if they had any extra things from their 
gardens that she could can.  She couldn't just sit back and not do nothing.  So she 
canned and went on with her life.  

In July of that year a great grandson was born and her daughter-in-law, Kitty, 
babysat for him two days a week.  Many mornings, Kitty, would hear a knock on 
her door and there stood Geneva wanting to see Uriah.  She loved babies, children 
and just everyone.  She was good to have around for the advice that she could 
give to new mothers.  

On 19 September 1980 she died at St. Elizabeth's Hospital of a heart attack.  During the night of the 18th she had not 
been feeling well and the next morning she went to the doctor and he wanted to put her in the hospital but she told him 
she could not go because her son, Gerald, was having a rally at his church that evening and she did not want to miss the 
meeting. But later in the day she got so sick that Lloyd and Kitty took her to the hospital where she died two hours later.  

Newspaper item: In Memory of--Geneva A. Peterson, date of birth 19 March 1903, date of death, 19 September 1980. 
Services from; United Pentecostal Church, Pepin, Wisconsin. Time of services-Monday, 22 September 1980 at two 
o'clock p.m.  Officiating-Rev. Douglas Shilts. Music by-Mrs. Darla Anderson, Mrs. Leah Kast.  Pallbearers-Robert 
Anderson, Fredrick Hase, Robert Heppener, David Kast, Leon Payne, Vincent Sullivan.  Interment-Maiden Rock Cemetery, 
Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.  Arrangements with - Swandby Funeral Service, Maiden Rock.  

Notes for Henry Edgar Peterson:  Henry Edgar Peterson, the fourth child of John Erick and Louisa Ulrika (Berggren) 
Peterson was born on 8 November 1898 in Florence Township, Goodhue County, Minnesota.  He attended Florence 
Township elementary schools until he and his family moved to Salem Township, Wisconsin where he finished his 
schooling.  

On 28 January 1922 he was united in marriage in Red Wing, Minnesota to Geneva Arvella Minder.  Henry was short in 
stature with brown hair and a lively sense of humor.  During his lifetime he did many things; farmed, was a salesman, 
worked in a factory and was an ordained minister in the United Pentecostal Church, Int.  

During their married life Henry and Geneva moved a lot. They lived in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Texas, Mississippi and 
California.  But no matter where they lived they were always the same kind of people.  Working hard and caring for 
those around them.  In his later years he and Geneva lived on a farm on Rush River.  Here Henry had a large garden and 
sold produce to many people in Ellsworth.  They were very happy there on the farm with their family close by and lots of 
grandchildren and great grandchildren to fuss over.  When the farm got too much for them their daughter, Gloria, 
moved them to a small house outside of Ellsworth.  Here Henry still had a garden but on a smaller scale.  They were still 
close to many of their family members.  

Later on Henry got sick and they moved to Meridian, Mississippi to be near their daughter and her family and to just sit 
back and relax and enjoy life.  When Geneva got sick they moved back home to Minnesota.  This time in Wabasha near 
their son, Lloyd. They moved to Wabasha in April of 1980 and Geneva died in September of that year and Henry 
continued to live alone in his apartment in Wabasha.  He did his own washing, cooked for a while and then got meals on 
wheels.  He loved to walk around town and visit with the merchants.  

On 27 April 1986 after being in the hospital for two weeks he died from pneumonia.  He's buried in the Maiden Rock 
Cemetery in Maiden Rock Township, Wisconsin.   

Pierce County Herald, 30 April 1986, Page 5: Wabasha, Minnesota--Henry Edgar Peterson, 87, of 219 12 Main Street, 
Wabasha, Minnesota, died Sunday, April 27, at the St. Elizabeth Hospital, Wabasha, after a brief illness.  He was born on 
November 8, 1898, in Florence Township, Minnesota, the son of John and Louisa (Berggren) Peterson.  He attended 
Florence Township elementary schools until his family moved to Salem Township, where he finished his schooling.  He 
was united in marriage to Geneva Minder on January 28, 1922, in Red Wing, Minnesota.  She preceded him in death on 
September 19, 1980.  He worked as a farmer, in sales and was an ordained minister in the United Pentecostal Church.  
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He served United Pentecostal Churches in Rush River, Rice Lake, Red Wing, Waverly, and Ellsworth.  Even though he was 
semi-retired he remained active with his church work.  He wrote a book, Mystery of Godliness, which he self-published.  
He was well known in Pierce County as an excellent gardener.  He provided large amounts of fresh vegetables to families 
in Pierce County for many years.  He was a member of the Pepin United Pentecostal Church.  Surviving are his three 
sons, Lloyd of Pepin, Gerald of Ellsworth, Clark Hollis of Chappel Hills, Texas; two daughters, Jean Ray of Red Wing and 
Gloria Tiffee of Meridian, Mississippi; one sister, Mrs. Alfonso (Dahlia, "Dale") Much of Red Wing, Minnesota; 23 
grandchildren and 34 great-grandchildren.  Besides his wife, he was preceded in death by his parents, three brothers, 
Frank, Ed and Paul and one sister, Emma.  Visitation was held Tuesday, April 29, at the Swandby-Murphy Funeral Home, 
Maiden Rock.  Services will be held at 1 p.m., Wednesday, April 30, at the Pepin United Pentecostal church with Rev. 
John Tandberg, Pastor of the Pentecostal Assembly Church, Eau Claire, officiating.  Music was provided by Rev. and Mrs. 
John Tandberg.  Interment was in the Maiden Rock Cemetery, Maiden Rock.  Arrangements were provided by Swandby-
Murphy Funeral Home, Maiden Rock. Pallbearers: Joel Dean Peterson, Jeffrey Peterson, James Peterson, Bruce 
Anderson, Blaine Anderson, John Perry.  

Marriage Notes for Geneva Minder and Henry Peterson:  Henry Edgar, son of John and Louisa Ulrika (Bergerren)  
Peterson and Geneva Arvella Minder were married in Red Wing, Minnesota on 28 January 1922.  They had five children, 
three boys and two girls.  

Children of Geneva Minder and Henry Peterson are:  

267. i.   Rev. Lloyd Elliott5 Peterson, b. 15 October 1922, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota. 

268. ii.   Rev. Gerald Merwin Peterson, b. 15 February 1925, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota. 

269. iii.   Clark Hollis Peterson, b. 19 January 1927, Salem Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin; d. 28 May 
1989, Chappell Hill, Texas. 

270. iv.   Florence Jean Peterson, b. 31 August 1929, Salem Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

271. v.   Gloria Joyce Peterson, b. 17 February 1941, Rice Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin. 

Gladys Marie Minder and Henry Edgar Peterson  
137.  Gladys Marie4 Minder (Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)333 
was born 24 October 1907 in Frankfort Township, Pepin county, 
Wisconsin; died 11 October 1958 in Everett, Washington.  Married 
(1) Arthur Durdahl 18 September 1926 in Red Wing, Goodhue 
County, Minnesota; born 27 February 1904, Minnesota; died, 
unknown Cannon Falls, Minnesota.  Married (2) Corydon Dewett 
Blodgett, 30 January 1931 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, 
Minnesota; born 27 December 1903, Town of Trimbelle, Pierce 
County, Wisconsin.  Married (3) Edwin Buck, 12 March 1938, Red 
Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota; born 1913.  Married (4) Al Heid, 
about 1945.  Married (5) Robert William John Harwood, about 1950, 
Everett Washington; born 21 December 1916, Marysville, 
Washington; died 18 November 1975, Everett Washington. 

Marriage Notes for Gladys Minder and Arthur Durdahl:  Arthur Durdahl, age 22 of Goodhue County, Minnesota and 
Gladys Marie Minder, age 18 or Pierce County, Wisconsin, were married in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota on 
18 September 1926.  Witnesses were Edgar T. Bunker and Miss Dencie Bunker. 

Marriage Notes for Gladys Minder and Corydon Blodgett:  /ƻǊȅŘƻƴ ά/ƻǊŘƛŜέ 5ŜǿŜǘǘ .ƭƻŘƎŜǘǘΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ 5Φ ŀƴŘ 
Bertha (Beardsley) Blodgett, age 27 and Gladys Marie (Minder) Durdahl, age 23 were married on 30 January 1931 in Red 
Wing, Minnesota, by clergyman W. F. Koerner.  Witnesses were Mrs. Cora Hanelick and Mrs. Ed Blodgett. 

Marriage Notes for Gladys Minder and Edwin Buck:  Edwin D. Buck, age 25, of Goodhue County, Minnesota and Gladys 
Marie (Minder) Glodgett, age 30, were married in Red Wing, Minnesota on 12 March 1938.  Witnesses were Carl 
Johnson and Vardis Straub.  
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Margare t Rose Minder and Basil Traynor(1)  Norman D elmos  Arnold (2) Daniel Arthur  Ridenour (3) 
138.  Margaret Rose4 Minder (Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)340 was 
born 20 February 1909 in Arkansaw, Pepin County, Wisconsin341, and 
died 31 May 1995 in Woodville, Wisconsin342.  She married (1) 
Basil Sylvesther Traynor343 30 October 1923 in Spring Valley, 
Wisconsin344, son of John Traynor and Helen Barg.  He was born 02 
December 1902 in Rock Elm, Wisconsin, and died 06 August 1972 in 
Spring Valley, Wisconsin345.  She married (2) 
Norman Delmos Arnold346 Abt. 1950 in Cresco, Iowa, son of Claude 
Arnold and Myra Patterson.  He was born 14 May 1909 in Wisconsin347, 
and died 22 January 1964 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota347.  
She married (3) Daniel Arthur Ridenour348 27 June 1973 in Brookings, 
South Dakota349.  He was born 13 October 1906 in Frankfort, Clinton County, Indiana350, and died 13 November 1991 in 
Baldwin, Wisconsin350.  

Notes for Margaret Rose Minder:  Margaret Rose (Minder) Ridenour of Woodville died on 
Wednesday, May 31, 1995, at Park View Home, Woodville.  She was 86. She was born 20 
February 1909, the daughter of Kenner and Cora (Bunce) Minder in Waterville Township, 
Pepin County, Wisconsin.  She was baptized and confirmed and was presently a member 
of St. John's Lutheran Church, Spring Valley.  She grew up in Pepin County, where she 
attended Salem School.  She married Basil S. Traynor, and they had eight children.  She 
later married Norman Arnold and, after his death, she married Dan Ridenour.   

Survivors include her children; Francis Traynor and his wife Verlene "Sunny" of Ellsworth, 
Basil LeRoy "Roy" Traynor and his wife Arlene of Woodville, Laverle Maxfield of Baldwin, 
Ronald Traynor and his wife Lorena "Ricky" of Ellsworth, Della Larson of Spring Valley, 
Joseph Traynor and his wife Wanda of Plum City, Darlene Croes of Baldwin and Barbara 
and her husband Virgil Hoyt of Weston. She is also survived by 30 grandchildren; 51 great-
grandchildren; six great-great grandchildren; two step children, Velma LeGore and Paul 
(Sue) Ridenour of Ottawa, Illinois; four step-grandchildren; one sister, Bernice Hase of Ellsworth; two sisters-in-law, 
Lucille Minder of Turtle and Dorothy Arnold of Spring Valley; many nieces, nephews, other relatives, and friends.   

Preceding her in death were her husbands; three sisters, Mabel Harwood, Gladys Harwood and Geneva Peterson; one 
brother, Claude Minder; two half-sisters, Florence Orr and Lavina Manor; 
and a great-grandson, Bryon Hoyt.  Visitation was held Friday evening at 
Keehr Funeral Home, Spring Valley, with funeral services Saturday, June 3, at St. John's Lutheran Church, Spring Valley, 
Rev. Merlin Sellman officating.  Music was provided by organist Mary Wenum and vocalist Dorla Holm.  Burial was in 
Maiden Rock Cemetery, Maiden Rock.  Keehr Funeral Home, Spring Valley, handled arrangements.  Pallbearers were: 
Francis, Ronald, Roy, Joe, and Bob Traynor and Larry Larson.  

Notes for Basil Sylvesther Traynor:  Basil Sylvester Traynor, son of John W. and Helen 
(Johnson-Barg) Traynor was born in Rock Elm, Pierce County, Wisconsin on 2 
December 1902.  He lived his entire life in Pierce County, Wisconsin.  He was a farmer.  
He married Margaret Rose Minder on 30 October 1923 in Spring Valley, Wisconsin.  
They had eight children.  He and Margaret were divorced.  Basil died at the age of 69 of 
cirrhosis of the liver and hypostatic pneumonia at the Spring Valley Nursing Home.  He 
is buried at the Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery in Spring Valley, Wisconsin.  

Notes for Norman DELMOS Arnold:  Norman Delmos "Doc" Arnold the son of Claude 
and Myra (Patterson) Arnold was born 14 May 1909 in Wisconsin.  He married 
Margaret (Minder) Traynor in Cresco, Iowa in September.  He died on 22 January 1964 
in Red Wing, Minnesota of cancer.  He is buried at the Maiden Rock Cemetery in Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.  He was a Sgt 
in Co. E 152 in WWII.  
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Children of Margaret Minder and Basil Traynor are:  

272. i.   Francis William5 Traynor, b. 13 October 1924, Rock Elm, Wisconsin. 

273. ii.   Basil Leroy Traynor, b. 01 April 1926, Rock Elm, Wisconsin. 

274. iii.   Laverle Kathleen Traynor, b. 27 October 1927, Rock Elm, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

275. iv.   Ronald Edward Traynor, b. 06 January 1930, Rock Elm, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

276. v.   Cordella Helen Traynor, b. 20 April 1931, Rock Elm, Wisconsin. 

277. vi.   Joseph Donavon Traynor, b. 19 July 1932, Rock Elm, Wisconsin. 

278. vii.   Darlene Margaret Traynor, b. 22 June 1937, Spring Lake Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

279. viii.   Barbara Jean Traynor, b. 04 December 1938, Spring Lake Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernice Laurel Minder and Fredrick Hartzel Hase  
139.  Bernice Laurel4 Minder (Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)351 was born 
25 August 1913 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin352, and died 20 
November 1996 in Hager City, Pierce County, Wisconsin353,354.  She married 
Frederick Hartzel Hase355 10 May 1932 in Baldwin, St. Croix County, 
Wisconsin356, son of Charles Hase and Mabel PULK.  He was born 12 April 
1910 in El Paso Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin357, and died 17 April 
1992 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota358.  

Notes for Bernice Laurel Minder:  Bernice Laurel Minder was the last born child of the Kenner and Cora (Bunce) Minder  
family.  She was born on 25 August 1913 in Salem Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin.  She lived her entire life in Pierce 
County.  She attended the Salem School in Salem Township. She and Hartzel lived and farmed in the beautiful Rush River 
Valley.  It was always a treat to visit Aunt Bernice.  The cookie jar was always full and the welcome mat was out.  Bernice 
had a large garden up until she moved from the farm.  Her pies are well known, from family members to patrons of the 
Red Barn Cafe.  

Pierce County Herald: Bernice Laurel Hase, Ellsworth, died Wednesday 20 November 1996, in the Trenton Township as 
the result of an automobile accident.  She was 83.  She lived in several places until moving to a farm on the Rush River 
near Maiden Rock in 1944.  Hartzel died in 1992 and she moved to Ellsworth.  

http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0022.html#CHILD127
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0022.html#CHILD128
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0022.html#CHILD129
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0022.html#CHILD130
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0022.html#CHILD131
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0022.html#CHILD132
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0023.html#CHILD133
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0023.html#CHILD134
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE351
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE352
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE353
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE354
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE355
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE356
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE357
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0044.html#ENDNOTE358


Descendants of Friedrich Meinert and Eva Maria Weber  

Written by:  Twila Payne                                9ŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅΥ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {Φ ά{ǘŜǾŜέ ¢ǊŀȅƴƻǊ      Page 107 of 239 
 

She is survived by one son, Fredrick "Mick" (Mary Lou) of Prescott; one daughter, Rhea (Robert) Heppner of Maiden 
Rock; 10 grandchildren, 23 great-grandchildren, and one great-great-granddaughter.  Preceding her in death were her 
husband, one son, one grandson, one brother and five sisters.  The funeral was Saturday at United Methodist Church in 
Ellsworth with the Rev. Janis Carole Best officiating.  Burial was in Maiden Rock Cemetery.  Winberg-McLaughlin Funeral 
Home, Ellsworth, handled arrangements.  

Article from the Pierce County Herald--Bernice Hase and Ida Parmeter had developed a close friendship over the years 
while living in the Water Tower Apartments on North Maple Street, according to family members.  "If Bernice was not 
over watering Ida's violets when she went on vacation, they were at Bernice's watching Wheel of Fortune and Lawrence 
Welk most nights," a relative of Parmeter's said.  "In the summertime, they coordinated their flowers in front of their 
apartments.  

"Ida and Bernice most always attended the fish fry at Sonny's on Friday night and played cards with their friends.  They 
enjoyed each other's company and, most importantly, looked after each other.  Their friendship was more than just 
casual, they took care of each other."   But the two women, inseparable it seems, were killed last Wednesday when their 
vehicle slid on the snow covered road into the path of an oncoming truck north of the Eisenhower Bridge in Red Wing.   

It was about 12:25 p.m. when Bernice Hase, 83 and her neighbor and passenger, Ida M. Parmeter, 84, were driving 
Hase's 1989 Chevy Celebrity south on Highway 63, east of 825th Street.  The two had reportedly gone to Red Wing in 
search of yarn.  Hase lost control of the vehicle and struck a northbound truck driven by Richard W. Schommer, 39, 
Hager City.  Schommer, who was driving a 1995 Chevy truck, said he saw Hase's vehicle sliding toward him on the icy 
road.  Schommer told deputies he veered to the right, but was unable to avoid the collision.  Hase's vehicle was hit on 
the front passenger's side.  The impact sent her vehicle into the ditch, according to the accident report.  

Hase and Parmeter, who were not wearing seat belts, were pronounced dead at the scene by Pierce County Coroner Dr. 
E.R. Jonas.  Schommer was not hurt in the accident, but his passenger, Wendy R. Schommer, 40, was taken by Red Wing 
Ambulance to St. John's Regional Health Center, where she was treated and released.  Red Wing ambulance, fire and 
police officials, Goodhue County Sheriff's deputies and Ellsworth ambulance personnel assisted at the scene.  

Memorial to Bernice Hase on her birthday (August 1993)--Our memories are so vivid, and will never be erased. Our 
thoughts and love to you, will always be embraced.  You enjoyed life and work you would never shun. Time for dancing, 
cards and parties, made it reason to be fun.  Grandma was a good sport, and this we all did see. For on her 83rd 
birthday, a motorcycle ride did she have. Grandma's kitchen is still flourishing at the Red Barn Cafe, she was a mentor to 
many and for this our thanks to her we pay.  Her life's journey is now complete, her tasks were done with love, now 
she's resting with dear friend, Ida, in their beautiful mansion above.   Our memories will always be filled with love, as we 
miss you so, Happy Birthday Mom, Grandma and friend.  Sadly missed by Rhea and Bob, Mick and Mary Lou, 
Grandchildren, Great Grandchildren and Great, Great Grandchildren, friends and family and employees of the Red Barn 
Cafe.  

Notes for Frederick Hartzel Hase:  Fredrick Hartzel Hase of Maiden Rock died on Friday, 17 April, 
1992 at St. John's Regional Health Center in Red Wing, Minnesota. He was 82. He was born on 18 
April 1910, in El Paso Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin (according to his birth certificate) the son 
of Charles and Mabel Hase.  He was united in marriage to Bernice Minder on 10 May 1932.  He 
lived in Pierce County most of his life.  He worked at Red Wing Tannery, Red Wing Sewer Pipe, H.O. 
Tiffany Logging Company and he farmed near Maiden Rock.   

He is survived by his wife Bernice of Maiden Rock, one son, Mick (Mary Lou) Hase of Prescott; one 
daughter Rhea (Bob) Heppner of Eau Claire; eight grandchildren; two step-grandchildren; 16 great-
grandchildren; four step-great-grandchildren; two brothers, Ernest Hase of Maiden Rock, Charles Hase Jr. of Maiden 
Rock; four sisters, Ida Dunn, Kathryn Harshman, Golden Quinn all of Knapp and Martha Wheeler of Baldwin.  He was 
preceded in death by one son, one grandson, his parents and one brother.   

Funeral services were Tuesday, 21 April at 12:30 p.m. from Winberg-McLaughlin Funeral Home in Ellsworth.  Rev. Brian 
Cook officiated.  Burial will be at the Maiden Rock Cemetery in Maiden Rock.  Pallbearers were: Brian, Bradley, Jeff 
White, Joel Hase, Terry Bohn, Joe Stangl, Howard Kittleson, Jay Jaquish, and Marvin Pehlke.  
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Marriage Notes for Bernice Minder and Frederick Hase:  Fredrick Hartzel Hase, age 22, son of Charles Henry and Mabel 
Bell (Bulk) Hase and Bernice Laurel Minder, age 18, were married on 10 May 1932 in Balwin, Wisconsin.  Rev. H.P. 
Nordby officiated with Mr. Earnest Hase and Mrs. Vera Hase as witnesses.  They were blessed with three children: a girl 
and two boys, with one son dying at the age of twenty-three.  

Children of Bernice Minder and Frederick Hase are:  

280. i.   Rhea Jean5 Hase, b. 28 March 1933, Union Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

281. ii.   Warren Rodger Hase, b. 30 March 1936, Salem Township, Wisconsin; d. 17 April 1959, Maiden 
Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

282. iii.   Fredrick Mitchell Hase, b. 08 June 1940, Ellsworth, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

 

 

Children of James Almarion, David Austin, John  

Jeannie Mae Minder and Al Lawrence Pastoret  
144.  Jennie Mae4 Minder (James Almarion3, David Austin2, John1) was born 05 December 1895 in Crystal, Pembina 
County, North Dakota359, and died 14 October 1988 in Boulder, Boulder County, Colorado.  She married 
Al Lawrence Pastoret 13 August 1921 in Bismarck, North Dakota360.  He was born 20 January 1892 in Fargo, North 
Dakota, and died Unknown.  

Notes for AL Lawrence Pastoret:  Al Lawrence Pastoret was born in Fargo, North Dakota.  He became a Lt. Col. in the 
Army and was stationed at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas.  He made the Army his career and their family traveled extensively.  
In the early 1960's he taught at Emory U in Atlanta, Georgia, and he was soon to retire.  

Children of Jennie Minder and AL Pastoret are:  

283. i.   James Peter5 Pastoret, b. 20 January 1924, Fargo, North Dakota; m. CarolSMikeL, 11 November 
1950; b. 24 December 1930, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. 

  
Notes for James Peter Pastoret:  James Peter Pastoret, the first born child of Al and Jeanie (Minder) 
Pastoret, was born 20 January 1924, in Fargo, North Dakota.  In the early 1960's he was in the 
newspaper business.  

284. ii.   Lois Jeanne Pastoret, b. 26 August 1926, Lincoln, Nebraska; m. ArthurMCNeil TAnneR, 16 May 
1950, Denver, Colorada; b. 21 May 1926, Logan, Utah. 

  
Notes for Lois Jeanne Pastoret:  Lois Jeanne Pastoret and her husband lived in Colorado and had 
three children. 
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Roy Harlan Minder and Evlyn Grant  
145.  Roy Harlan4 Minder (James Almarion3, David Austin2, John1) was born 06 June 1897 in Crystal, Pembina County, 
North Dakota361, and died 28 November 1974 in Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska362.  He married Evlyn Grant 07 
March 1923 in Crystal, Pembina County, North Dakota363, daughter of Albert Grant and Loravancamp.  She was born 16 
July 1900 in St. Thomas, Pembina County, North Dakota364, and died 23 October 1983 in Seward, Seward County, 
Nebraska365.  

Notes for Roy Harlan Minder: Roy Harlan Minder, the second child of James and Elizabeth (Stafford) Minder, was born 6 
June 1897, in Crystal, North Dakota.  His wife, Evlyn was very particular about the spelling of her first name, as it was not 
the usual spelling.  They had five children, three boys and two girls.  Roy served in WWI, and was in France in 1918.  He 
was in the newspaper business as well.   

Children of Roy Minder and Evlyn Grant are:  

285. i.   Fritz Grant5 Minder, b. 29 November 1923, Grand Island, Hall County, Nebraska; d. 14 October 
1943, Europe-WWII. 

286. ii.   John Gregory Minder, b. 05 December 1925, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 

287. iii.   Oberlin Keith Minder, b. 27 October 1927, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska; m. Betty. 

288. iv.   Judith Ann Minder, b. 21 July 1932; m. Robert Lamb. 

Fredrick James Minder and Mabel Bailey  
146.  Fredrick James4 Minder (James Almarion3, David Austin2, John1) was born 01 January 1899 in Crystal, Pembina 
County, North Dakota, and died 15 October 1971 in Santa Cruz, California.  He married Mabel Bailey 28 April 1936.  She 
was born 03 November 1905 in Portis, Kansas, and died April 1980 in Calistoga, California.  

Children of Fredrick Minder and Mabel Bailey are:  

290. i.   James Fredrick5 Minder, b. 03 March 1938, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 

291. ii.   David Ross Minder, b. 04 March 1941, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 

Marion Elizabeth Minder and George  Mifford Hellenbeck  
147.  Marion Elizabeth4 Minder (James Almarion3, David Austin2, John1) was born 22 February 1901 in Crystal, Pembina 
County, North Dakota366, and died 05 April 1987 in Edina, Hennepin County, Minnesota.  She married 
George Mifford  Hollenbeck 27 December, 1921 in Crystal, Pembina County, North Dakota.  He was born 17 December 
1895 in Boone, Iowa, and died Unknown.  

Children of Marion Minder and George Hollenbeck are:  

292. i.   George Robert5 Hollenbeck, b. 14 August 1924, Appleton, Minnesota. 

  
Notes for George Robert Hollenbeck:  George Hollenbeck taught high school in Benson, Minnesota 
in 1959-1960.  

293. ii.   Guy Arthur Hollenbeck, b. 29 March 1928, Appleton, Minnesota; m. JeanneNORENA KALDahl, 24 
August 1953, Glenwood, Minnesota. 

294. iii.   Marion Elizabeth Hollenbeck, b. 25 June 1932, Benson, Minnesota; m. Jerry Clark, 11 April 1954, 
Benson, Minnesota. 

Children of Rushia Anna, David Austin, John  

George  Raymond Hanson and Katherine Scott  
149.  George Raymond4 Hanson (Rushia Anna3Minder, David Austin2, John1) was born 19 September 1891 in Clifton 
Township, Traverse County, Minnesota, and died Unknown.  He married Katherine Scott 27 November 1913 in 
Whitefish, Montana, daughter of Hiram Scott.  She was born 05 April 1897 in Balfor, North Dakota, and died Unknown.  
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Notes for George Raymond Hanson:  George Raymond Hanson, the second child born to Ole and Rushia (Minder) 
Hanson, was born, 19 September 1891, in Clifton Township, Traverse County, Minnesota.  He served in the Navy in WWI.  
He was in the Used Car business along with his son, Raymond.  He and his wife had two children, a girl and a boy.  

Children of George Hanson and Katherine Scott are:  

295. i.   Francis Helen5 Hanson, b. 30 September 1914, Joplin, Montana; d. Unknown. 

296. ii.   Raymond George Hanson, b. 10 April 1916, Inverness, Montana; d. Unknown. 

Richard Edward Handson and Margaret Mary Carver  
152.  Richard Edward4 Hanson, Sr. (Rushia Anna3Minder, David Austin2, John1) was born 11 May 1895 in Herman, 
Minnesota, and died Unknown.  He married Margaret Mary Carver 08 September  1921 in Spokane, Washington.  She 
was born 26 March 1898 in Millonvale, Kansas, and died Unknown.  

Children of Richard Hanson and Margaret Carver are:  

297. i.   Jack Otis5 Hanson, b. 14 March 1926. 

  Notes for Jack Otis Hanson:  In 1961 Jack lived in Montana, was a farmer and unmarried.  

298. ii.   Richard Edward Hanson, Jr.. 

Ella Nora May Hanson and Rueben Alvin Ryerson  
154.  Ella Nora May4 Hanson (Rushia Anna3Minder, David Austin2, John1) was born 13 August 1902 in Herman, 
Minnesota, and died Unknown.  She married (1) Rueben Alvin Ryerson 27 November 1921 in Whitefish, Montana, son 
of George Ryerson.  She married (2) Virgil Elliott 08 June 1943, son of Lee Elliott and Ada Smith. 

Child of Ella Hanson and Rueben Ryerson is:  

299. i.   Glen Louis5 Ryerson, b. 03 July 1923, Whitefish, Montana; d. 01 November 1923, Whitefish, 
Montana. 

Child of Ella Hanson and Virgil Elliott is:  

300. ii.   Robert Leroy5 Elliott, b. 21 April 1944, Great Falls, Montana. 

Grace Marie Hanson and George  Lawrence Brennan  
155.  Grace Marie4 Hanson (Rushia Anna3Minder, David Austin2, John1) was born 13 December 1903 in Herman, 
Minnesota, and died Unknown.  She married George Lawrence Brennan 10 February 1922, son of T.L. Brennan and Ada. 

Children of Grace Hanson and George Brennan are:  

301. i.   Mary Elizabeth5 Brennan, b. 19 September 1922, Havre, Montana. 

302. ii.   Margaret Joyce Brennan, b. 24 November 1924, Havre, Montana. 

Esther Ruth Hanson and Elmer Stewart  
156.  Esther Ruth4 Hanson (Rushia Anna3Minder, David Austin2, John1) was born 31 March 1907 in Sherwood, North 
Dakota, and died Unknown.  She married Elmer Stewart 18 April 1924 in Kalispell, Montana.  He was born 14 May 1897 
in Bottenan, North Dakota, and died Unknown.   

Children of Esther Hanson and Elmer Stewart are:  

303. i.   Elmer Louis5 Stewart, b. 08 November 1925, Whitefish, Montana; m. LoisKatherine GOLIE, Great 
Falls, Montana. 

  
Notes for Elmer Louis Stewart:  Elmer (Sonny) Stewart in 1961 lived in Great Falls, Montana and 
was the caretaker at the cemetery there.  He and Lois did not have any children.  

304. ii.   Robert Lee Stewart, Sr., b. 17 February 1927, Great Falls, Montana. 

http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0023.html#CHILD140
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0023.html#CHILD141
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0024.html#CHILD142
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0024.html#CHILD143
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0024.html#CHILD144
http://www.genealogy.com/ftm/p/a/y/Twila-C-Payne/GENE1-0024.html#CHILD145


Descendants of Friedrich Meinert and Eva Maria Weber  

Written by:  Twila Payne                                9ŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅΥ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {Φ ά{ǘŜǾŜέ ¢ǊŀȅƴƻǊ      Page 111 of 239 
 

Mary Louise Hanson  and James Lester Vincent  
157.  Mary Louise4 Hanson (Rushia Anna3Minder, David Austin2, John1) was born 13 April 1911 in Chester, Montana, and 
died Unknown.  She married James Lesther Vincent 31 December 1931 in Havre, Montana, son of James Vincent and 
Bertha.  He was born 27 December 1906 in Sidney, Nova Scotia, Canada, and died 26 April 1952 in Inverness, Montana.  

Notes for James LEsther Vincent:  James Lester Vincent, the son of James and Bertha Vincent, was born 27 December 
1906 at Sidney, Nova Scotia, Canada.  He died suddenly 26 April 1952 at his home on his ranch north of Inverness, 
Montana, and is buried in the Highland Cemetery at Havre, Montana.  

Children of Mary Hanson and James Vincent are:  

305. i.   Dorothy Ann5 Vincent, b. 22 February 1940, Havre, Montana. 

306. ii.   Rosalie Marie Vincent, b. 26 August 1943, Havre, Montana. 

  

Notes for Rosalie Marie Vincent:  Rosalie Marie Vincent the youngest child of James Lester and 
Mary Louise (Hanson) Vincent, graduated from high school in May of 1961 and attended college in 
Indiana.  
 

Children of Sarah Dell, David Austin, John  

Isabelle Rosalie Brower and  Robert Omar Haskett  
162.  Isabelle Rosalie4 Brower (Sarah Dell3Minder, David Austin2, John1) was born 27 June 1912 in Spokane, Washington, 
and died Unknown.  She married Robert Omar Haskett 15 July 1933 in Seattle, King County, Washington.  He was born 
04 December 1909 in Burlington, Washington.  

Marriage Notes for Isabelle Brower and Robert Haskett: Iasbelle Rosealie Brower married Rogert Omar Haskett 15 July 
1933 at Seattle, Washington.  They have a son Robert Jone and raised another boy, Tad, whom they later adopted.  

Child of Isabelle Brower and Robert Haskett is:  

307. i.   Robert Jone5 Haskett, b. 18 June 1945, Seattle, King County, Washington. 

 

Children of Jessie Esther, Eli, John  

Richard Rupert Robinson and Irene Adeline Hanson  
163.  Richard Rupert4 Robinson (Jessie Esther3Minder, Eli2, John1) was born 30 March 1898, and died Unknown.  He 
married Irene Adeline Hanson 23 December 1923.  She was born 21 January 1899, and died Unknown.  

Children of Richard Robinson and Irene Hanson are:  

308. i.   Frank Elling5 Robinson, Sr., b. 25 July 1924. 

309. ii.   Lucille Robinson, b. 10 April 1926. 

Cyril Minder Robinson and Edwina Helen Phillips  
164.  Cyril Minder4 Robinson (Jessie Esther3Minder, Eli2, John1) was born 24 December 1899, and died 20 August 1966.  
He married Edwina Helen Phillips 01 February 1932.  She was born 13 September 1910, and died Unknown.  

Notes for Cyril Minder Robinson:  Cyril Robinson worked for over thirty years on the mail train service.  

Children of Cyril Robinson and Edwina Phillips are:  

310. i.   Duane Lee5 Robinson, b. 04 March 1935. 

311. ii.   Gerald Phillips Robinson, b. 23 February 1938; d. 19 February 1956. 
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Jerry Mark Robinson and Sophie Margaret Novack  
167.  Jerry Mark4 Robinson (Jessie Esther3Minder, Eli2, John1) was born 07 February 1905.  He married 
Sophie Margaret Novack 10 January 1942.  She was born 14 April 1915, and died Unknown.  

Notes for Jerry Mark Robinson:  Jerry Mark Robinson worked in the St. Paul post office but didn't care for it so was 
transferred to Waconia about thirty miles west of Minneapolis.  He had a college education and taught school for a 
while.  He was in the army quartermaster dept.  

Child of Jerry Robinson and Sophie Novack is:  

312. i.   Ronald David5 Robinson, b. 20 January 1955. 

Wallace Marvin Robinson and Eileen Isabel Ressler  
168.  Wallace Marvin4 Robinson (Jessie Esther3Minder, Eli2, John1) was born 24 March 1907.  He married 
Eileen Isabel Ressler 03 April 1939.  She was born 26 May 1910, and died Unknown.  

Notes for Wallace Marvin Robinson:  Wallace Marvin Robinson also worked in the St. Paul Post Office and was 
transferred to Iowa, to be near his wife's folks.  

Children of Wallace Robinson and Eileen Ressler are:  

313. i.   Larry Clayton5 Robinson, b. 26 May 1940. 

314. ii.   Nadine Rita Robinson, b. 13 March 1942; m. John BeckERT, 15 August 1964. 

Clifford Charlie Robinson and Gunarda Ovidia Blackstad  
169.  Clifford Charlie4 Robinson (Jessie Esther3Minder, Eli2, John1) was born 14 June 1908, and died Unknown.  He 
married Gunarda Ovidia Blackstad 04 April 1936.  She was born 28 May 1913, and died Unknown.  

Notes for Clifford Charlie Robinson:  Clifford Charlie Robinson was in charge of the heating plant in Edina Morningside 
High School and he also oversaw the grade schools.  He also did repair work on the High School Building.  He worked 
there for over seventeen years.  

Notes for Gunarda Ovidia Blackstad:  Gunarda Ovidia (Blackstad) Robinson worked as the head cook in the cafeteria at 
Edina Morningside High School for over ten years.  

Children of Clifford Robinson and Gunarda Blackstad are:  

315. i.   Dorothy May5 Robinson, b. 18 January 1937. 

316. ii.   Sylvia Esther Robinson, b. 02 September 1938; m. David Johnson Hamilton, 12 April 1958; b. 25 
December 1935. 

317.  iii.   Robert Eugene Robinson, b. 04 January 1940. 

 

Children of Nellie Blanche, Eli, John  

Calista Ada Biles and Gilbert Fred Bechthold (1) Harold Sullivan (2)  
173.  Calista Ada4 Biles (Nellie Blanche3Minder, Eli2, John1) was born 10 November 1914 in Durand, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin367.  She married (1) Gilbert Fred Bechthold 10 June 1939.  He was born 28 April 1909, and died 29 December 
1967.  She married (2) Harold Sullivan 08 July 1989. 

Notes for Calista Ada Biles:  Calista Ada (Biles) Bechthold worked in a hospital in Minneapolis for the mentally retarded.  
She gave IQ tests.  

Children of Calista Biles and Gilbert Bechthold are:  

318. i.   George Walter5 Bechthold, b. 20 July 1941, Minnesota; d. 26 October 1982. 
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Helen Majorie  Biles and Frank Melville Holcer  
174.  Helen Majorie4 Biles (Nellie Blanche3Minder, Eli2, John1) was born 24 May 1916 in Durand, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin368, and died 26 April 1981 in Sheffield, Missouri.  She married Frank Melville Holcer 06 July 1942 in Waterloo, 
Iowa.  He was born 17 September 1915, and died Unknown.  

Children of Helen Biles and Frank Holcer are:  

320. i.   Charles Walter5 Holcer, b. 28 June 1943. 

321. ii.   Vaughn Frank Holcer, b. 04 October 1945; m. Annette Netta, 1992. 

322. iii.   Albert Henry Holcer, b. 31 December 1950; d. January 1993. 
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Eighth  Generation  

Children of George  Andrew, Mary Jane, Nathan, John 

Fred Wilhem Yust and Grace Philips  
176.  Fred Wilhem5 Yust (George Andrew4, Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)369 was born 20 May 1892 in Morristown, 
Minnesota, and died 15 February 1931.  He married Grace Philips June 1920 in Morristown, Minnesota.  She was born 
30 April 1895 in Minnesota, and died October 1985 in Bothell, Washington.  

Children of Fred Yust and Grace PhilipS are:  

323. i.   Roger6 Yust369. 

324. ii.   James Yust369. 

325. iii.   Dale Yust369. 

326. iv.   Margie Yust369, m. AL Putnam. 

327.  v.   Marilyn Yust369, b. Unknown; m. Steele. 

Ervin George  Yust and Lucille Adele Gerhardt  
177.  Ervin George5 Yust (George Andrew4, Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)369 was born 10 October 1897 in 
Morristown, Minnesota, and died July 1977 in Rochester, Minnesota.  He married Lucille Gerhardt 12 October 1920.  
She died July 1971.  

Children of Ervin Yust and Lucille Gerhardt are:  

328. i.   Duane Lyle6 Yust, b. 20 September 1921, Ortonville, Minnesota. 

329. ii.   Marion Louise Yust, b. 03 October 1924, Big Stone City, South Dakota. 

330. iii.   Muriel Lucille Yust, b. 03 August 1932, Claremont, Minnesota. 

Thekla Anne Marie Yust and Erich Christ Neuschwaner  
178.  Thekla Anne Marie5 Yust (George Andrew4, Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)369was born 02 Aug 1899 in 
Medford, Minnesota, and died Unknown.  She married Rich Christ Neuschwaner 02 Jan 1930. 

Children of Thekla Yust and ERich Neuschwaner are:  

331. i.   Ruth6 Neuschwaner, m. Ellison. 

332. ii.   Orye Neuschwaner. 

333. iii.   Robert Neuschwaner. 

334. iv.   Fred Neuschwaner. 

335.  v.   Eric Neuschwaner. 

Esther Elizabeth Yust and Harold Severson  
179.  Esther Elizabeth5 Yust (George Andrew4, Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)369was born 15 December 1901 in Big 
Stone City, South Dakota, and died Unknown.  She married Harold Severson 02 January 1930.  He was born 02 
December 1899, and died December 1973 in Ontario, California.  

Children of Esther Yust and Harold Severson are:  

336. i.   Harold6 Severson. 

337.  ii.   Gary Severson. 
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Children of Caroline Marie, Mary Jane, Nathan, John 

Eva Clara Erdmann and Elmer Eugene Olsen  
187.  Eva Clara5 Erdmann (Caroline Marie4Yust, Mary Jane3Minder, Nathan2, John1)370was born 16 September 1899 in 
Medford, Minnesota, and died 23 November 1987 in Pine Island, Goodhue County, Minnesota.  She married 
Elmer Eugene Olsen 24 November 1920 in Owatonna, Minnesota.  He was born 25 November 1895 in Cedar falls, 
Blackhawk County, Iowa, and died 27 March 1963 in Pine Island, Goodhue County, Minnesota.  

Children of Eva Erdmann and Elmer Olsen are:  

338. i.   Margaret Marie6 Olsen, b. 04 December 1921, West Concord, Dodge County, Minnesota; m. 
Edward Cullip, 24 December 1941, West Concord, Dodge County, Minnesota. 

339.  ii.   Viola Mae Olsen, b. 15 February 1923, West Concord, Dodge County, Minnesota; m. 
Earl R. Anderson, 08 January 1945; b. Unknown. 

340. iii.   Eldon Leroy Olsen, b. 11 May 1926, West Concord, Dodge County, Minnesota. 

341.  iv.   Richard Olsen, b. 11 July 1929, West Concord, Dodge County, Minnesota; m. Connie Holum, 15 
December 1949. 

342. v.   Helen Eva Olsen, b. 16 March 1932, West Concord, Dodge County, Minnesota; m. (1) William Beyer, 
17 May 1953; m. (2) John STROM, 1980, ?; b. Unknown, ?. 

 

Children of Florence, John Henry, Nathan, John 

Louise Ida Biederman and Lloyd Erickson (1) George  Hendrickson (2)  
207.  Louise Ida5 Biederman (Florence4Minder, John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)371 was born 20 May 1905 in Durand, Pepin 
County, Wisconsin372, and died Unknown.  She married (1) Lloyd Erickson372 03 August 1931 in Wabasha, Wabasha 
County, Minnesota373, son of SWAN Erickson and May Phillips.  He was born 10 January 1898 in Durand, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin374, and died 05 February 1947 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin374.  She married (2) 
George Hendrickson374 15 March 1961 in Emmetsburg, Iowa374.  He died 26 December 1986 in Durand, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin374.  

Notes for Lloyd Erickson:  Lloyd "Brownie" Erickson was born 10 January 1898, in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin to 
Swan and May [Phillips] Erickson.  He died 5 February 1947 in Durand.  

Notes for George Hendrickson:  George Hendrickson the second husband of Louise Biederman died 26 December 1986, 
in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin.  

Children of Louise Biederman and Lloyd Erickson are:  

343. i.   May Helen6 Erickson374, b. 04 May 1933, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin374; m. Robert Becknal374, 
04 October 1958, Minneapolis, Minnesota374; b. 10 August 1915, Texas375; d. March 1972, 
Arlington, Texas376. 

  
Notes for May Helen Erickson:  May graduated from high school in 1950 in Durand, Wisconsin.  She 
now lives (this was documented in 1988) in Dallas, Texas and works for Allianz Investment 
Corporation as a securities administrator.  She and Robert divorced in 1967.  They had no children.  

344. ii.   Florence Ann Erickson, b. 17 July 1934, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

345. iii.   James Wilfred Erickson, b. 19 January 1937, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

346. iv.   Eileen Katherine Erickson, b. 16 April 1939, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 
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Francis James Biederman and Dorothy Emma Dahl  
209..  Francis James5 Biederman (Florence4Minder, John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)377 was born 20 August 1909 in Durand, 
Pepin County, Wisconsin378, and died 03 January 1991379.  He married Dorothy Emma Dahl380 1931381, daughter of 
Arthur Dahl and Tibby Anderson.  She was born 18 May 1913 in St. Paul, Minnesota381, and died 11 May 1959 in Whitier, 
California381.  

Notes for Francis James Biederman: Francis attended St. Mary's Catholic School in Durand, Wisconsin.  He went by the 
name "Frank" and was nicknamed "Red" because of his hair color.  He spent some time in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (C.C.C.) along with his brother, George, in 1933/4.  He served in the Army during WWII, and was a cook.  

After he was married he was employed as a cook.  In 1949 he suffered a medical accident which left him severely 
handicapped.  He was confined to the VA Hospital in Tomah, Wisconsin.  

Notes for Dorothy Emma Dahl: Dorothy was born 18 May 1912, in St. Paul, Minnesota, daughter of Arthur and Tibby 
(Anderson) Dahl of Ella, Wisconsin.  Dorothy died 11 May 1959, in Whittier, California, and is buried in Rose Hill 
Cemetery in Whittier.  

Children of Francis Biederman and Dorothy Dahl are:  

347. i.   Virgil Francis6 Biederman, b. 22 April 1932, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

348 ii.   Betty Jane Biederman, b. 06 November 1934, Frankfort Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

349. iii.   Joseph Biederman381, b. 07 February 1940, Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin382; d. 08 
February 1940, Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin383. 

  Notes for Joseph Biederman:   Joseph was born premature. 

Vera Lucille Biederman and Henry Michalsky  
210.  Vera Lucille5 Biederman (Florence4Minder, John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)384 was born 26 October 1911 in Durand, 
Pepin County, Wisconsin385, and died Unknown.  She married Henry Michalsky386 12 May 1930 in St. Paul, Minnesota386, 
son of August Michalsky and Maria Timme.  He was born 20 October 1907 in Soltau, Germany386, and died 10 September 
1980386.  

Notes for Vera Lucille Biederman: Vera graduated from high school in Durand, Wisconsin in 1929.  After she married 
Henry they lived in St. Paul and Forest Lake, Minnesota.  

Notes for Henry Michalsky: Henry was born on 20 October 1907 in Soltau, Germany, the son of August Wilhelm and 
Maria (Timme) Michalsky.  In 1980 when he and Vera celebrated their golden wedding anniversary they went to 
Germany to visit Henry's relatives.  Henry owned and operated a shoe repair store until his retirement in 1977.  Henry 
died 10 September 1980 and is buried in St. Paul.      

Children of Vera Biederman and Henry Michalsky are:  

350. i.   Barbara Marie6 Michalsky, b. 18 June 1931. 

351. ii.   Frances Jean Michalsky, b. 24 November 1933. 

George  Edward Biederman and Lavina Haag  
211.  George Edward5 Biederman (Florence4Minder, John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)387was born 01 August 1915 in Durand, 
Pepin County, Wisconsin388, and died Unknown.  He married Lavina Haag389 18 August 1936 in Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin389, 
daughter of George Haag and Mary Reisdorf.  She was born 02 June 1917 in Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin389, and died 03 
October 1982 in Cross Plains, Wisconsin389.  

Notes for George Edward Biederman:  George was a member of the Civilian Conservation Corps Company in 1933 and 
1934.  The base pay for the young men of the C.  C.  C. was thirty dollars per month and work-camp housing.  Historically 
the work of the Corps was in reforestation, developing shelter belts and beautification and restoration of state parks.  
George was employed in the Durand and Phillips, Wisconsin, areas in this endeavor. He owned and operated a barber 
shop and retired in 1978.  He and his family lived in Cross Plains, Wisconsin.  
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Notes for Lavina HAAG:  Lavina was born 2 June 1917 in Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin, the daughter of George and Mary 
"Minnie" (Reisdorf) Haag.  Lavina died 3 October 1982 in Cross Plains, Wisconsin, and is buried there in the St. Francis 
Xavier Cemetery.  

Children of George Biederman and Lavina HAAG are:  

352. i.   Annette6 Biederman, b. 04 March 1937, Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin. 

353. ii.   Ronald George Biederman, b. 16 August 1939, Mt. Horeb, Dane County, Wisconsin. 

354. iii.   Alta Mae Biederman, b. 22 October 1946, Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin. 

Helen Marie Biederman and William Dittman  
212.  Helen Marie5 Biederman (Florence4Minder, John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)390 was born 04 January 1918 in Durand, 
Pepin County, Wisconsin391, and died Unknown.  She married William Dittman392 03 June 1939 in Watertown, 
Wisconsin392, son of George Dittman and Helen Meyer.  He was born 10 November 1918392, and died 26 March 1986 in 
Watertown, Wisconsin392.  

Notes for Helen Marie Biederman:  Helen graduated from Durand High School in 1935.  Helen worked as a supper club 
waitress for over thirty years, in clubs in Watertown, Delafield and Hartland.  At her retirement party, after having 
worked twenty-four years at the Hartland Inn, she was given a "royal send-off.  "She was hailed as the "Grande Dame" of 
Waukesha County.  Hundreds of customers, family and friends gathered for the occasion to pay tribute to Helen.  She 
was given recognition for her work record: for never having missed an appointed day of work, or "called in sick.  "There 
was unanimous agreement that Helen always had a way of keeping everyone smiling and laughing--even in some 
distressing situations.  Since her retirement, she has been enjoying flower gardening and travel.  

Notes for William Dittman:  William "Bill" was born 10 November 1918, son of George and Helen Marie (Meyer) 
Dittmann of Watertown.  He died 26 March 1986 in Watertown. Bill owned and operated Printer Products, Inc.  He was 
a WWII veteran and was a two time recipient of the Bronze Star.  He retired in 1978 after thirty years of military service.  
He attain the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the Army National Guard, Reserves.  He was a lifelong member of the 
American Legion.  He enjoyed hunting and fishing and was an "outdoor enthusiast."  

Children of Helen Biederman and William Dittman are:  

355. i.   Janet Marie6 Dittman, b. 18 July 1939, Watertown, Jefferson County, Wisconsin. 

356. ii.   Daniel Edward Dittman392, b. 01 December 1940, Watertown, Jefferson County, Wisconsin392; m. 
Sandra Hosefeld392, 01 August 1964, Watertown, Jefferson County, Wisconsin392; b. 07 February 
1942392. 

  

Notes for Daniel Edward Dittman:  Daniel graduated from Marquette University in 1965, receiving a 
B.  A. degree in Journalism and Advertising.  After marrying he moved to Bolingbrook, Illinois.  Dan 
works in the Advertising and Sales Department of the "Chicago Tribune."  He and Sandie have no 
children.  

  
Notes for Sandra Hosefeld:  Sandra was born 7 February 1942, daughter of Arnold and Louise 
Hosfeld of Watertown.  Sandie is employed as Unit Assistant in a hospital intensive/coronary care 
unit.  

357. iii.   Clarence William Dittman392, b. 08 October 1949, Watertown, Jefferson County, Wisconsin392; m. 
Kristine Lee Knudson392, 12 June 1976, Hartland, Wisconsin392; b. 02 May 1955392. 

  
Notes for Clarence William Dittman:  Clarence graduated from Arrowhead High School in Harland, 
Wisconsin in 1968.  He and Kristine live in Dousman, Wisconsin.  Clarence owns and operates 
Printed Products, Inc. at Wales, Wisconsin.  
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Children of Maud Ida, John Henry, Nathan, John  

Alice Marion Weisinger and Kosey  
216.  Alice Marion5 Weisinger (Maud Ida4Minder, John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)393 was born 02 December 1914 in 
Arkansaw, Pepin County, Wisconsin394, and died Unknown.  She married Kosey. 

Child of Alice Weisinger and Kosey is:  

358. i.   Joan Audrey6 Kosey395, b. 29 November 1939, Green, Michigan396. 

 

Children of Ruth May, John Henry, Nathan, John  

Amer Miner and Jessie Ellen Scott  
217.  Amer5 Miner (Ruth May4Minder, John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)397 was born 05 August 1909 in Frankfort Township, 
Pepin County, Wisconsin398, and died September 1977 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin399.  He married Jessie Ellen 
Scott400.  She was born 25 May 1909 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin401, and died May 1994 in Durand, Pepin County, 
Wisconsin402.  

Children of Amer Miner and Jessie Scott are:  

359. i.   Beverly Jean6 Miner403, b. 20 September 1940, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin404; m. 
Marvin Riemenschnieder405, 22 May 1965, Lima Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin406; b. 15 March 
1936, St. Paul, Minnesota407. 

  
Notes for Beverly Jean Miner:  On Beverly's birth certificate it states that she is child # 2 born to 
Amer and Jessie Miner.  I have searched and cannot find that first child.  

  

Marriage Notes for Beverly Miner and Marvin Riemenschnieder: 
Marvin Riemenschneider of 207 Freemont Ave, St. Paul, Ramsey County, Minnesota, son of 
Clarence and Frances (Wyland) Riemenschneider and Beverly Jean Miner of 809 Prospect Street, 
Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin, daughter of Amer C. and Jessie Ellen (Scott) Miner were married 
on 22 May 1965 in Lima, Pepin County, Wisconsin by the Rev. Charles Wolf of the Holy Rosary.  
Witness was Sharon Wildenouer.  

360. ii.   Donald Amer Miner, b. 22 February 1942, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

Gale Edmund Miner and Lucille Lucy Metcalf  
218.  Gale Edmund5 Miner (Ruth May4Minder, John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)408 was born 17 February 1912 in Frankfort 
Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin409, and died 19 March 1984 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin410.  He married 
Lucille Lucy Metcalf411 14 June 1939 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin412, daughter of Bert Metcalf and 
PHEOBE Manore.  She was born 14 September 1914 in Fayette, Dunn County, North Dakota413, and died 12 August 1984 
in Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin414.  

Notes for Gale Edmund Miner:  Gale was a farmer in rural Durand.  Gale died at the Chippewa Valley Hospital, DOA, 
cause, cardiac arrhythmia, coronary artery disease. He is buried at Forrest Hill Cemetery, Durand, Wisconsin.  

Notes for Lucille Lucy Metcalf:  Lucille died of congestive heart failure at Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 
She is buried in the Forrest Hill Cemetery, Durand, Wisconsin.  

Marriage Notes for Gale Miner and Lucille Metcalf:  Gale Miner of Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin, the son of Charles 
and Ruth (Minder) Miner, a farmer, age 27 and Lucille Metcalf of Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin, daughter of Bert and 
Pheobe (Manore) Metcalf, age 21, were married on 14 June 1939 in Durand, Wisconsin by Nat Buckley.  Witnesses were 
Lorena Richardson and Edward Richardson.  
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Children of Gale Miner and Lucille Metcalf are:  

361. i.   Bonnie Jean6 Miner, b. 22 April 1941, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

362. ii.   Lou Ann Miner, b. 05 April 1947, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

363. iii.   Richard Gale Miner415, b. 28 September 1950, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin416; d. 23 November 
1950, Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin417. 

  
More About Richard Gale Miner: 
Burial: 26 November 1950, Forrest Hill Cemetery, Durand, Wisconsin 
Cause of Death: Aortic stenosis 

364. iv.   Deborah Sue Miner, b. 09 November 1954, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

365. v.   Robert James Miner418, b. 10 February 1956, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin418; d. 10 February 
1956, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin419. 

  
More About Robert James Miner: 
Cause of Death: Stillborn.  

Roy Allen Miner and Irene Janis Moy  
219.  Roy Allen5 Miner (Ruth May4Minder, John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)420 was born 16 January 1914 in Wisconsin421, 
and died January 1974.  He married Irene Janis Moy422 25 June 1941 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin423, daughter of 
Fred Moyand Lilly Kelley.  She was born 1923 in Wabasha, Wabasha County, Minnesota424.  

Notes for Roy Allen Miner:  Roy Miner was a well driller.  

Marriage Notes for Roy Miner and Irene Moy:  Roy Allen Miner son of Charles and Ruth (Minder) Miner, of Frankfort 
Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin, age 27, occupation well driller and Irene Janis Moy of Wabasha, daughter of Fred 
and Lilly (Kelley) Moy, age 18 were married on 25 June 1941 in Durand, Wisconsin by Pastor C.  A. VanBrunt.  Witnesses 
were Eldora McKernan and Willard Anderson.  

Child of Roy Miner and Irene Moy is:  

366. i.   Baby BOY6 Miner425, b. 07 February 1943, Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin426; d. 08 February 1943, 
Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin427. 

  
More About Baby BOY Miner: 
Burial: 09 February 1943, Forrest Hill Cemetery, Durand, Wisconsin 
Cause of Death: Premature birth.  

Eldora May McKernon and Walter Hovland  
222.  Eldora May5 McKernon (Ruth May4Minder, John Henry3, Nathan2, John1)428 was born 08 May 1922 in Waterville 
Township, Pepin County, Wisconsin428, and died 18 March 1999 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin.  She married 
Walter Hovland 20 September 1941 in Durand, Pepin County, Wisconsin. 

Notes for Eldora May McKernon:  Courier Wedge, Thursday, March 25, 1999: Obituary for Eldora M. Hovland--Eldora 
May Hovland, 76, of Durand, died Thursday March 18, 1999 at Chippewa Valley Hospital, Durand.  She was born 8 May 
1922 in Durand, a daughter of William and Ruth Minder McKernon.  She graduated from Durand High School in 1940, 
then worked as a housekeeper.  

20 September 1941, she married Walter Hovland in Durand, where they lived all of their married life.  Eldora worked 
with her husband at Hovland Feed Mill.  Later, she worked for Durand Canning Company, Huntsinger Farms, the hot 
lunch program at Durand Unified School, and Durand Bakery. Walter died 21 April 1967. In 1981, she moved to Prissel 
Apartments, where she lived until 1990, when she moved to Hillcrest Apartments.  Eldora enjoyed reading, cooking, and 
taking care of her grandchildren. She was a member of United Methodist Church.  

She is survived by sons, Walter Hovland of Nelson, Randy (Nancy) Hovland of Durand; daughters, Patricia (Daniel) Seipel 
of Beloit, Barbara "Boots" (David) Hayden of Durand; fourteen grandchildren; thirteen great-grandchildren; one brother, 
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Darrel Miner of Durand.  She was preceded in death by her parents, William and Ruth Minder McKernon; her husband, 
Walter Hovland; sisters, Lorraine Krings and Thelma Miner; brothers, Ray, Gale and Amer Miner.  

Funeral services were held Saturday 20 March 1999 at Goodrich Funeral Home in Durand. Pastor Bernie Setterlund 
officiated. Music was by Sandra Anderson. Casket bearers were: Adam Hovland, James Hoveland, John Hovland, Robert 
Hovland, Walter L. Hovland, and Daniel Seipel. Burial was in Maxville Cemetery, Maxville Township, Buffalo County. 
Arrangements by Goodrich Funeral Home, Durand.  

Children of Eldora McKernon and Walter Hovland are:  

366A.  i.   Walter6 Hovland. 

366B.  ii.   Randy Hovland, m. Nancy. 

366C.  iii.   Patricia Hovland, m. Daniel Siepel. 

366D.  iv.   Barbara Hovland, m. David Hayden. 

366E.  v.   Phyllis Hovland, m. Raymond Lee. 

 

Children of Harriet Catherine, Elizabeth, Elizabeth, John 

Jean Gilfillan and Don Erskine  
230.  Jean5 Gilfillan (Harriet Catherine4Miller, Elizabeth3Fletcher, Elizabeth2Minder, 
John1)  She married Don Erskine 1950. 

Children of Jean Gilfillan and Don Erskine are:  

367. i.   David6 Erskine, b. 1956. 

Marion Margery Levisee and Robert Aaron Rhodes (1)  Leon Fredrick 

Cotter (2)  
233.  Marion Margery5 Levisee (Aaron4, Susan Henrietta3Fletcher, Elizabeth2Minder, 
John1) was born 12 November 1924 in Seattle, King County, Washington429.  She 
married (1) Robert Aaron Rhodes 04 October 1946 in South Pasadena, Los Angeles 
County, California, son of Aaron Rhodes and Anna BROAD.  He was born 08 
September 1918 in Pittsburg, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, and died 10 July 1973 
in Vacaville, Solano County, California.  She married (2) Leon Fredrick Cotter 17 
August 1969 in Vacaville, Solano County, California, son of George Cotter and Ella Phillips.  He was born 26 January 1917 
in Olathe, Montrose County, Colorado.  

Notes for Marion Margery Levisee:  Marion Margery Levisee the first child born to Aaron Levisee and Eva Marguerite 
Bergman, 12 November 1924, in Seattle, King County, Washington.  Confirmed: 4 April 1937, in St. tŀǳƭΩǎ Church, 
Seattle, Washington.  Christened, 12 April 1925, in St. tŀǳƭΩǎ Church, Seattle, Washington. Occupation: U.S. Civil Service.  

She served in U.S. Coast Guard (Women's Reserve), 17 April 1945 to 10 April 1946; Serial #4010-453.Rank at discharge, 
Electronics Mate Third Class.  Locations of service, Manhattan Beach Training Station, New York; Coast Guard Operating 
Base, Staten Island, New York; Coast Guard Group, Terminal Island, California. She is now living in a retirement Senior 
Mobile Home Park in the Sierra Nevada foothills at Diamond Springs, California, with her husband, Leon Cotter.  

Notes for Robert Aaron Rhodes:  Robert Aaron Rhodes, the son of Aaron M. and Anna Elizabeth (Broad) Rhodes, was 
born, 8 September 1918, in Pittsburg, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.  He died, 10 July 1973, in Vacaville, Solano 
County, California.  He was buried, 13 July 1973, in Vacaville Cemetery, Vacaville, California.  Occupation: U.S. Air Force.  

Marriage Notes for Marion Levisee and Robert Rhodes:  Marion Margery Levisee married, first, Robert Aaron Rhodes, 
son of Aaron M. Rhodes and Anna Elizabeth Broad, 4 October 1946, in South Pasadena, Los Angeles County, California.  
They were divorced, 8 August 1969, in Fairfield, Solano County, California.  They had two sons, Dennis and David.  

Jean (Gilfillan), Don, Caroline 
& David Erskin 1960 
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Notes for Leon Fredrick Cotter:  Leon Frederick Cotter, son of George Albert Cotter and Ella Iona Phillips, was born 26 
January 1917, in Olathe, Montrose County, Colorado.  Occupation: Land surveyor. 

Marriage Notes for Marion Levisee and Leon Cotter:  Leon Frederick Cotter, son of George Albert and Ella Iona (Phillips) 
Cotter, and Marion Levisee were married, 17 August 1969, in Vacaville, Solano County, Calif. 

Children of Marion Levisee and Robert Rhodes are:  

369.  i.   Dennis Robert6 Rhodes, b. 15 June 1948, Hamilton Field, San Rafael County, California. 

370.  ii.   David Alan Rhodes, b. 20 September 1952, Norton AFB, San Bernardine County, California. 

     

Children of Aaron, Susan Henrietta, Elizabeth, John 

Suzanne Irene Levisee and Vernon Clark, Jr.  
234.  Suzanne Irene5 Levisee (Aaron4, Susan Henrietta3Fletcher, 
Elizabeth2Minder, John1) was born 29 May 1926 in Seattle, King County, 
Washington430.  She married Vernon Clark, Jr. 12 July 1948 in South 
Pasadena, Los Angeles County, California, son of Vernon Clark and 
Florence Flory.  He was born 05 November 1925 in Union, Montgomery 
County, Ohio.  

Notes for Suzanne Irene Levisee:  Suzanne Irene Levisee the second child 
born to Aaron and Eva (Bergman) Levisee, 29 May 1926, in Seattle, King 
County, Washington.  She was baptized 14 November 1926 in St. PaulΩs 
Church, Seattle, Washington.  She is a Registered Nurse.  

Marriage Notes for Suzanne Levisee and Vernon Clark:  Suzanne Levisee 
and Vernon Clark, Jr.,the son of Vernon Clark and Florence Flory, were 
married, 12 July 1948, in St. James Church, South Pasadena, California.  
They have two sons and a daughter.  

Children of Suzanne Levisee and Vernon Clark are:  

371. i.   Cory Dean6 Clark, b. 09 October 1949, Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California; m. 
Darlene Ann Myers, 24 March 1973, Huntington Beach, Orange County, California. 

372. ii.   Janet Irene Clark, b. 03 February 1953, Riverside, San Bernardino County, California; m. 
Michael Annala, 07 August 1976, Fairfield, Solano County, California. 

  
Notes for Janet Irene Clark:  Janet Irene Clark the second child born to Vernon and Florence (Flory) 
Clark, was born 3 February 1953 in Riverside, San Bernardino County, California.  She resides in 
Napa, Napa County, California.  Occupation: Physical Therapy.  

373. iii.   Philip Vernon Clark, b. 26 April 1954, Riverside, San Bernardino County, California. 

    

Robert Charles Levisee and Beverly June Dyer  
235.  Robert Charles5 Levisee (Aaron4, Susan Henrietta3Fletcher, Elizabeth2Minder, John1) was born 17 September 1927 
in Seattle, King County, Washington.  He married Beverly June Dyer 10 May 1958 in Las Vegas, NV, daughter of Brown 
Dyer and Katharyne Standley.  She was born 24 June 1931 in Seattle, King County, Washington.  

Notes for Robert Charles Levisee:  Robert Charles Levisee the third child born to Aaron and Eva (Bergman) Levisee was 
born 17 September 1927, in Seattle, King County, Washington.  Graduation: 1953, from Stanford University.  
Occupation: Banker.  

Notes for Beverly June Dyer:  Beverly June Dyer, daughter of Brown Dyer and Katharyne Elizabeth Standley, was born 24 
June 1931, in Seattle, King County, Washington.  Occupation: Bookkeeper.  

Suzanne Levisee Clark, Robert Charles 
Levisee, Marion Levisee Cotter 
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Marriage Notes for Robert Levisee and Beverly Dyer:  Robert married Beverly June Dyer, daughter of Brown Dyer and 
Katharyne Elizabeth Standley, 10 May 1958, in Las Vegas, Clark County, Nevada.  They have two sons.  

Children of Robert Levisee and Beverly Dyer are:  

374. i.   Steven Donald6 Levisee, b. 09 February 1959, San Diego, California. 

  
Notes for Steven Donald Levisee:  Steven Donald Levisee, born 9 February 1959, in San Diego, San 
Diego County, California.  Residence in Huntington Beach, Orange County, California.  Occupation: 
Engineer.  

375. ii.   James Robert Levisee, b. 07 August 1962, San Gabriel, Los Angeles County, California. 

  

Notes for James Robert Levisee:  James Robert Levisee, son of Robert Charles and June (Dyer) 
Levisee was born, 7 August 1962, in San Gabriel, Los Angeles County, California.  Residence in 
Huntington Beach, Orange County, California. .  
 

Children of Allie Benjamin , William Eli, Benjamin , John 

Grant Eli Minder and Florence Edith Wyatt  
238.  Grant Eli5 Minder (Allie Benjamin4, William Eli3, Benjamin2, John1)431 was born 13 August 1909 in Pepin, Pepin 
County, Wisconsin432, and died 13 February 1993 in Elk River, Minnesota433.  He married Florence Edith Wyatt434 11 
August 1935 in Leroy, Minnesota.  She was born 08 July 1915 in Hornick, Iowa, and died 1998 in Minnesota.  

Notes for Grant Eli Minder:  Grant Eli came into this world with the name Benjamin Eli Minder and somewhere along 
the way the name was mixed up.  Grant thought for forty years that his name was Grant Eli.  The story, as told by his 
wife, goes like this: Years ago, during the Korean war, there was a security check of all who worked there so we had to 
furnish a birth certificate.  I wrote to the Durand court house and asked for a birth certificate for Grant Eli Minder.  They 
wrote back that there was no record of a Grant Eli Minder, born to those people that day, but there was a Benjamin Eli 
born to them that day.  So he had to have his name changed from Benjamin to Grant to make all our papers, deeds, etc. 
legal.  I always teased him that he didn't know his own name till he was forty years old.  He died at the age of 85 in Elk 
River, Minnesota.  And is buried in Anoka County, Minnesota at the Morningside Cemetery.  

Notes for Florence Edith Wyatt:  Florence Edith Wyatt the daughter of Melvin and Mary (Berger) Wyatt married Grant 
Eli Minder on 11 August 1935 in Leroy, Minnesota.  They had three children, two girls and one boy.  She was a factory 
worker. She has passed away in the last year.  Not sure of the date.  But had corresponded with her and when I sent her 
a letter this past spring it came back with the message "deceased" on it.  

Children of Grant Minder and Florence Wyatt are:  

376. i.   Patricia Ann6 Minder, b. 06 August 1936, Anoka County, Minnesota. 

377. ii.   O'Dell Marie Minder, b. 07 March 1939, Anoka County, Minnesota. 

378. iii.   Donovan Grant Minder, b. 25 June 1940, Anoka County, Minnesota. 

Luella Prescilla Minder and Paris  
239.  Luella Prescilla5 Minder (Allie Benjamin4, William Eli3, Benjamin2, John1) was born 22 September 1913 in Esdaile, 
Pierce County, Wisconsin, and died 23 October 1992 in Anoka County, Minnesota.  She married Paris. 

Child of Luella Minder and Paris is:  

379. i.   Delores6 Paris. 
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Children of Frank, William Eli, Benjamin , John 

William George  Minder and Evelyn Ann Peterson (1) Geneva Emily Nelson (2)  
241.  William George5 Minder (Frank4, William Eli3, Benjamin2, John1)435 was born 04 February 1908 in El Paso Township, 
Pierce County, Wisconsin436, and died 13 July 1973 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota437.  He married (1) 
Evelyn Ann Peterson 16 May 1934 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota438, daughter of P. Peterson and 
Mattie McCusker.  She was born 28 April 1916 in Wisconsin, and died 04 July 1960 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, 
Minnesota439.  He married (2) Geneva Emily Nelson440 12 June 1961 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota441, 
daughter of Walter Nelson and Ruth Olson.  She was born 12 August 1930 in Trimbelle Township, Pierce County, 
Wisconsin442, and died 08 June 1997 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota443.  

Marriage Notes for William Minder and Evelyn Peterson:  William George Minder and Evelyn Ann Peterson, daughter of 
P. N. Peterson were married at St. Joseph's parish house, Wednesday evening, 16 May 1934, in Red Wing, Minnesota 
with the Rev. W. A. Daly officiating.  Witnesses were Gertrude Anderson, Lorraine Hall, Walter Hortenbach and Johnny 
Tomek.  After a short honeymoon trip they will return to Red Wing and make their home at 308 1/2 3rd Street.  

Notes for Geneva Emily Nelson:  Geneva E. Siepelmeyer, formerly of 113 Burnside Ave., Red Wing, Minnesota, died 
Sunday, June 8, 1997 at Hi-Park Care Center.  She was born August 12, 1930 in Trimbelle Township, Pierce County, the 
daughter of Walter and Ruth (Olson) Nelson.  She attended rural school in Pierce County.  She married Vernon Winblad 
in 1948 in Red Wing.  They operated T & T's West End Bar in Red Wing. He died January 10, 1959.  She married Bill 
Minder June 12, 1961 in Red Wing.  He died July 13, 1973.  She married Robert Siepelmeyer.  She worked at Red Wing 
Pottery and as a retail clerk at Spurgeons Department Store.  She worked for H.  D. Hudson Sprayers, Hastings, 
Minnesota for seventeen years, retiring in 1994 for health reasons.  She was a member of Bethel Covenant Church.  
Funeral services were Tuesday, June 10 at Mahn Family Funeral Homes, Bodelson-Mahn Chapel with Rev. David 
McDowell and Joel Westfield officiating.  Burial was to be in Oakwood Cemetery.  

Marriage Notes for William Minder and Geneva Nelson:  William George Minder age fifty-three of 104 W 4th Street, 
Red Wing, Minnesota and Geneva Emily (Nelson) Winblad, daughter of Walter and Ruth (Olson) Nelson, age 30, of 1510 
W 3rd Street, Red Wing, Minnesota were married on 12 June 1961 in Red Wing, Minnesota at the Church of St. Joseph 
by the Catholic Priest, Rev. Robert Dunn.  Witnesses were Frederic J. Back and Dorothy Back.  

Children of William Minder and Evelyn Peterson are:  

380. i.   Rojean Ann6 Minder, b. 02 February 1947, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota. 

381. ii.   Gary Minder, b. LaCrosse, Wisconsin; Adopted child. 

 

Children of Henry, Margaret, Benjamin , John  

Doris Marie Thompson and Anton William Brunner  
244.  Doris Marie5 Thompson (Henry4, Margaret3Minder, Benjamin2, John1)444 was born 25 July 1901 in Maiden Rock, 
Pierce County, Wisconsin, and died 28 August 1991445.  She married Anton William Brunner 26 July 1922 in Durand, 
Pepin County, Wisconsin446, son of Anton Brunner and Gertrude Wigen.  He was born 23 August 1897 in Durand, Pepin 
County, Wisconsin447, and died September 1979 in St. Paul, Minnesota448.  

Notes for Doris Marie Thompson:  Doris Marie Thompson was the third child born to Henry and Rhoda (Weeks) 
Thompson, on 25 July 1901 in Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin.  She grew up in the Maiden Rock area, married a 
local boy and later moved to 1368 Hartford Ave., St. Paul, Minnesota.  Her occupation was a clerk.  

Notes for Anton William Brunner:  Anton William Brunner, son of Anton and Gertrude (Wigan) Brunner, was born on 23 
August 1897, on a Monday at 5 p.m., the seventh child born to that family.  He lived in Maiden Rock and his occupation 
was a druggist.  

Marriage Notes for Doris Thompson and Anton Brunner:  Anton William Brunner, son of Anton J. and Gertrude (Wigen) 
Brunner and Doris Marie Thompson, daughter of Henry and Rhoda (Weeks) Thompson were married on 26 July 1922 in 
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Durand, Wisconsin at St. Mary's Catholic Church by H. J. Artman.  Witnesses were Edmund Brunner and Gertrude 
Brunner.  

Child of Doris Thompson and Anton Brunner is:  

382. i.   Elizabeth Marie6 Brunner449, b. 20 October 1923, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

Howard Bernard Thompson and Ruth Thelma Chambers  
246.  Howard Bernard5 Thompson (Henry4, Margaret3Minder, Benjamin2, John1)450was born 21 June 1905 in Maiden 
Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin451, and died March 1980 in Wyoming, Minnesota452.  He married 
Ruth Thelma Chambers.  She was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota.  

Notes for Howard Bernard Thompson:  Howard "Kelly" Bernard Thompson, the fifth child born to Henry and Rhoda 
(Weeks) Thompson, was born on 21 June 1905 at 4 p.m. in Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.  He was a barber in the Village of 
Maiden Rock for years before retiring and moving to the Cities.  

Notes for Ruth Thelma Chambers:  Ruth Thelma Chambers, born in North Dakota lived in the Maiden Rock area and 
moved to the Twin Cities area and worked as an LPN.  She is still alive and lives with her daughter Doris the last I heard.  

Marriage Notes for Howard Thompson and Ruth Chambers:  Howard "Kelly" Bernard Thompson and Ruth Thelma 
Chambers were married but I have no record of that marriage.  They lived in Maiden Rock and had three children while 
living there.  

Children of Howard Thompson and Ruth Chambers are:  

383. i.   Howard Keith6 Thompson453, b. 13 July 1929; d. 25 June 1957. 

  

Notes for Howard Keith Thompson:  Howard Keith Thompson the first born son of Howard and 
Ruth (Chambers) Thompson was born on 13 July 1929.  This information was taken off his 
tombstone.  Arlene Miller, a former neighbor of his, told me that he was married and has three 
children.  He was killed at the age of 27 in a car accident.  He is buried in the Maiden Rock 
Cemetery, Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.  

384. ii.   Marlene Joanne Thompson, b. 23 December 1931, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

385. iii.   Craig Timothy Thompson, b. 14 December 1937, Maiden Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin454. 

 

Children of Benjamin , Henry Long, Benjamin , John 

Bessie May Minder and Dr. Cornell Alexander Sabo, Sr.  
248.  Bessie May5 Minder (Benjamin4, Henry Long3, Benjamin2, John1)455 was born 19 December 1912 in St. Paul, 
Minnesota456.  She married Dr. Cornell Alexander Sabo,Sr.456 14 September 1932 in Chicago, Illinois456, son of 
Michael Sabo and Mary Copcea.  He was born 03 November 1910 in Fagaras, Romania456.  

Notes for Bessie May Minder:  Bessie May Minder was born in St. Paul, Minnesota on December 19, 1912 to Benjamin 
and Otelia Minder.  She was the first of six siblings.  She was named after her two aunts on her father's side.  
Early years were spent mostly in St. Paul, Minnesota, later moving to Wisconsin.  By the time she graduated from the 
eighth grade, she had gone to thirteen different schools-that tells you the family moved often.  Her father was a barber 
by trade and the three daughters were his advertisement (well-trimmed!).  Her mother's sister had an only child so 
Bessie went to live with them in Illinois, and together they attended Broadview College and Academy.  It was there she 
met and married her husband, Cornell Alexander Sabo on September 14, 1932.  

While living in Chicago, Cornell had a paint store and a contracting business; and four children were born to Bessie and 
Cornell.  Medicine of some kind had priority for Cornell and his future plans; so 1943 found them heading west to 
California to get more schooling.  Then they moved to Portland, Oregon, where Cornell practiced dentistry for 20 years 
and Bessie assisted him in the office.  Also, Cornell and family spent two years in Germany where Cornell was a dentist 
(captain) in the U.S. Army.  Cornell Jr. was also in the U.S. Army in the Medical Corps in Germany at the same time.  
While in Germany, the family did a lot of 3-day pass traveling to other countries.  
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Getting discharged from the military gave them time to get home and make more plans.  The children were all married 
by now and a son-in-law who recently graduated from dental school took over the dental office in Medford in 1968.  
Cornell and Besssie were too young for the rocking chair so they took a mission appointment from the SDA Church.  In 
1973, they left the U.S. for a 2-year stint in Nigeria, West Africa.  Bessie assisted Cornell in the dental clinic.  For the next 
10 years, they did relief work in Bangladesh, Malawi, St. Kitts, and Guam.  They also went around the word a couple of 
times.  They sponsored a Chinese nurse to the U.S. and she is an asset to the Portland Adventist Hospital to this day.  

Bessie and Cornell have been married for 65 years, have 11 grandchildren, and 18 great-grandchildren.  Life has been 
good to them!  Bessie's interests and hobbies are making quilts, baby layettes and baby quilts for the unfortunate, 
sewing clothes for the grand-children and great-grandchildren, making doll clothes, picture albums, scrapbooks, plastic 
canvas, embroidery, gardening, and reading.  

Notes for Dr. Cornell Alexander Sabo, Sr.:  Cornell Alexander Sabo was born on 3 November 1910 in Fogaras, Romania 
in Europe to Michael George and Mary (Copcea) Szabo.  He was the sixth of eight children born to this couple. The "z" in 
the Sabo name was dropped when they came to the U.S. in 1919 giving it a much easier pronunciation.  He married 
Bessie May Minder on 14 September 1932.  Cornell's father made several attempts to come to the United States.  Finally 
leaving the family behind and posing as a business man, he gained passage on the ship going to the U.S.  His suitcase was 
sent on ahead.  He had no problem finding work as he was an accomplished cabinet maker.  

World I then broke out.  Contact with the family was unavailable.  The oldest son had died and mother with six boys 
were alone doing their best with God's help to live until the war was over; and with the help of the Red Cross, mail came 
from father.  The news that his family was alive and well made quick action on his part. Arrangements were made, 
tickets and passports were in hand; and Mother and the six boys were on their way to a better land. They arrived in New 
York the fall of 1919. They spent two weeks at Ellis Island, a motel-like building for immigrants.  Can you imagine this 
mother with six boys ages 8 to 16 years staying in a motel until their sponsor, John Huenergardt, came to claim them 
and made arrangements to travel by train to Little Rock, Arkansas.  Father was living in Little Rock and they knew he was 
anxiously waiting for them to arrive.  "My dear ones," he said as the train stopped to unload.  A small home was waiting 
for them on 10th Street where they lived for two years.  All of the boys enrolled in church school to learn the English 
language.  Father purchased a bakery, thereby giving the boys work.  It was a successful endeavor which lasted about 
five years.  It was time to make a move to be near a larger city and school to meet the needs of the family; so the family 
then moved to Chicago so the boys could attend Broadview Academy and College.  

It was at Broadview College where Cornell met and married Bessie Minder in 1932.  They have four children, Cornell Jr., 
Harriet, Judith and Carol.  Cornell and his brother Victor did painting and contracting and had their own paint store in 
Congress Park (Chicago) for about five years.  
Being interested in the medical field, both Cornell and Victor decided to sell the paint store and go to Southern California 
where they finished requirements for pre-dental and applied to the Oregon Dental School in Portland, Oregon.  They 
were accepted and both graduated in 1947.  Victor and his family moved to Southern California to practice dentistry and 
Cornell and his family moved to Southern Oregon.  He practiced dentistry in Medford until Uncle Sam called him to go to 
Germany for two years, 1953 to 1955.  They then came back to Medford, Oregon and Cornell resumed his practice until 
1968 at which time his son-in-law took over the dental practice.  Cornell was only 58 years old and too soon to retire so 
he and Bessie did a mission appointment from the Seventh-day Adventist church.  He and Bessie went to Nigeria, Africa 
for a two year stint.  Still not ready for the rocking chair, he did relief work for the next 10 years, going to Bangladesh, St. 
Kitts, Malawi and Guam, coming home in 1980.  Now he is enjoying their eleven grandchildren and eighteen great-
grandchildren.  He makes small benches for a hobby and mows the lawn on his riding mower for exercise.  

Children of Bessie Minder and Cornell Sabo are:  

386. i.   Cornell Alexander6 Sabo, Jr., b. 31 December 1933, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. 

387. ii.   Harriet Janet Sabo, b. 15 February 1936, Hinsdale, DuPage County, Illinois. 

388. iii.   Judith Eleanor Sabo, b. 16 January 1940, Hinsdale, DuPage County, Illinois. 

389. iv.   Carol Mae Sabo, b. 18 September 1942, Hinsdale, DuPage County, Illinois. 
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Annie Louise Minder and Orval William Davis  
249.  Anne Louise5 Minder (Benjamin4, Henry Long3, Benjamin2, John1)457 was born 18 June 1914 
in Wood River, Burnett County, Wisconsin458.  She married Orval William Davis458 04 March 1937 
in Waukegan, Lake County, Illinois458, son of Herbert Davis and Mary NEWCOMB.  He was born 
18 July 1916 in Battle Creek, Calhoun County, Michigan458.  

Notes for Orval William Davis:  Orval William Davis, the son of Herbert M. and Mary A. 
(Newcomb) Davis, was born 18 July 1916, in Battle Creek, Michigan.  He belongs to the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church.  He and Anne have lived in Michigan, Chicago, Illinois and now reside in 
Portland, Oregon.  He was a cookie truck driver before retiring.  

Children of Anne Minder and Orval Davis are:  

390.  i.   Ronald Orval6 Davis, b. 27 August 1938, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon. 

391.  ii.   Dennis Charles Davis458, b. 10 December 1940, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon458; d. 
10 December 1940, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon458. 

392.  iii.   Thomas Bruce Davis, b. 28 May 1943, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon. 

393.  iv.   Steven Allen Davis, b. 30 July 1949, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elsie Berniece Minder and Ernest Richard Sayles  
250.  Elsie Berniece5 Minder (Benjamin4, Henry Long3, Benjamin2, John1)459 was born 31 
January 1918 in St. Paul,  Minnesota.  She married Ernest Richard Sayles 10 September 1939 
in Vancouver, Washington, son of Eugene Sayles and Emma Smith.  He was born 01 July 1916 
in Manistique, Schoolcraft County, Michigan.  

Notes for Elsie Berniece Minder:  Elsie Berniece Minder, the daughter of Benjamin and Otelia 
(Hagen) Minder, was born on 31 January 1918 in St. Paul, Minnesota.  She lived in Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and then the family moved to Portland, Oregon in the mid-30's.  Elsie goes by her 
middle name, Berniece.  She was a stay at home mom for most of her life but did spend 
several years working in food service.  

She had open-heart surgery in March of 1996 that gave her a new aortic valve and two 
bypasses.  Unfortunately in December of 1996, she had a stroke that affected her cognitive 
abilities somewhat.  She has difficulty with writing and working with numbers.  Her speech is 

Orval, Anne, Ronald & Thomas Davis 
25 December, 1943 
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really affected when she is tired.  Other than that she moves around well, still drives when she needs to run errands, 
attend church and goes to doctor's appointments.  

Notes for Ernest Richard Sayles:  Ernest Richard Sayles, son of Eugene Morse Sayles, was born, 1 July 1916 in Manistque, 
Michigan.  His family moved to Portland, Oregon in 1928. Ernest and Berniece met at a church roller skating party.  They 
were married on 10 September 1939.  They resided in the Portland, Oregon area where Ernest did carpentry work.  Their 
first child, Sandra Lee, was born on 7 January 1941.  Second child, Douglas Allen was born on 9 July 1942.  The family 
moved to Alaska in 1944 where Ernest worked in logging in the islands off Ketchikan and Wrangell.  Youngest child, Gary 
Winton, was born on 3 January 1945 in Ketchikan, almost a birthday present for big sister, Sandra.  Because of Sandra's 
health, her mother diagnosed her as having rheumatic fever from a big green book called "The Modern Medical 
Counselor".  The one doctor in the town of Wrangell agreed with her at one point when he was sober.  He often drank 
with the local Indians and wasn't always available for medical needs.  The Sayles were strongly advised to move from the 
damp, rainy climate back to the "lower 48" so Sandra could get well which is what they did in 1945.  They settled in 
Vancouver, Washington, where Sandra started first grade and then moved to Portland in 1947.  They lived in a large 
house that had two apartments and they occupied the upstairs apartment.  In 1949, they bought a home on a large lot 
that had belonged to Berniece's parents.  It was wonderful to have their own place and to have such a big yard in which 
the children could play.  Ernest and Berniece lived there for 48 years, moving to a retirement center in the summer of 
1997.  Even though they do miss their yard, they do not miss all the work that is needed in keeping up an old house and 
a large yard.  

Ernest worked as a carpenter until work related injuries took their toll.  He then worked in maintenance for several years 
even into his 70's.  Ernest has been suffering from dementia and has good days and bad.  He enjoys walking and takes a 
lot of walks every day. 

Marriage Notes for Elsie Minder and Ernest Sayles:  Ernest Richard Sayles, son 
of Eugene Morse and Emma Frances (Smith) Sayles, and Elsie Berniece Minder 
were married on 10 September 1939.  They have three children, Sandra Lee, 
Douglas Allen and Gary Winton.  

Ernest and Berniece celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in Rochester, 
Minnesota.  They preferred to just have their immediate family with them 
instead of a large party.  But their children did something special that they really 
appreciated.  The three children, their spouses and children, 
conducted the entire church service at the Rochester Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in August of 1989 as an honor to their parents.  
Ernest and Berniece were thrilled and the entire church family 
enjoyed it, too.  

Children of Elsie Minder and Ernest Sayles are:  

394. i.   Sandra Lee6 Sayles, b. 07 January 1941, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon. 

395. ii.   Douglas Allen Sayles, b. 09 July 1942, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon. 

Benjamin  Minder and Roberta Ellen Sornberger (1) Elvira Robertson (2)  
251.  Benjamin5 Minder (Benjamin4, Henry Long3, Benjamin2, John1)460 was 
born 31 December 1927 in Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin460.  He 
married (1) Roberta Ellen Sornberger460 01 January 1949 in Springfield, Lane 
County, Oregon460, daughter of Louis Sornberger and Esther Wilson.  She was 
born 08 July 1929 in Boulder, Boulder County, Colorado460.  He married (2) 
Elvira Robertson46002 February 1974460, daughter of LEsther Thomas and 
Margaret.  She was born 04 February 1929 in Goshen, Oregon460.  

 

 

Elsie Berniece (Minder), Sandra, Doug, Ernest Sayles   
   1943 
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Children of Benjamin Minder and Roberta Sornberger are:  

397. i.   Larry Wayne6 Minder, b. 24 June 1950, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon. 

398. ii.   Karen Christine Minder, b. 13 September 1951, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon. 

Dr. Warren Earl Minder and Joanne Lorraine Freeman  
252.  Dr. Warren Earl5 Minder (Benjamin4, Henry Long3, Benjamin2, John1)460 was born 08 January 
1933 in Daniels   Township, Burnett County, Wisconsin460.  He married 
Joanne Lorraine Freeman460 02 March 1952 in Pendelton, Oregon460.  She was born 16 February 
1934 in Milton Freewater, Umatilla County, Oregon460.  

Notes for Dr. Warren Earl Minder:  Warren Earl Minder, a twin, was born 8 January 1933, in Daniels 
Township, Burnett County, Wisconsin.  He has spent most of his working life as a school 
administrator: 1964-75--High School principal, 1975-79--Superintendent in Ohio, 1979-88--
Superintendent in Michigan, and 1988 till the present--Academic Dean, Andrews University.  

Children of Warren Minder and Joanne Freeman are:  

400. i.   Richard Dale6 Minder, b. 08 August 1952, Pendelton, Oregon. 

401. ii.   Nicholas Earl Minder, b. 16 October 1953, Richmond, Virginia. 

402. iii.   Rhonda Sue Minder, b. 26 April 1956, Walla Walla, Washington. 

403. iv.   Becky Dianne Minder, b. 18 January 1958, LaSierra, California. 

    

Dr. Wallace Dale Minder and Donna Elda Wilson  
253.  Dr. Wallace Dale5 Minder (Benjamin4, Henry Long3, Benjamin2, John1)460 was born 08 January 
1933 in Daniels Township, Burnett County, Wisconsin460.  He married Donna Elda Wilson460 06 July 
1952 in Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon460, daughter of Ulysis Wilson and Agnes Snipes.  She 
was born 02 October 1933 in Gridley, California460.  

Children of Wallace Minder and Donna Wilson are:  

404. i.    Gerald Warren6 Minder460, b. 31 August 1954460; m. Noreen Ellen Daggett460, 01 May 1983460. 

405. ii.    Janice Marlene Minder, b. 25 June 1956. 

 

Children of Bessie Florence, Henry Long, Benjamin , John 

Henry Benjamin  Peterson and Violet Louise Simonsen (1) George ann Jesperson(2) Jeanette Mildred 

Erickson(3)  
256.  Henry Benjamin5 Peterson (Bessie Florence4Minder, Henry Long3, Benjamin2, John1) was 
born 30 July 1917 in  Alpha, Wisconsin.  He married (1) Violet Louise Simonsen 26 November 
1941 in Pine City, Pine County, Minnesota, daughter of Martin Simonsen and Hilma Peterson.  
She was born 10 March 1920 in Frederic, Wisconsin, and died 08 January 1976 in Wood Lake 
Township, Burnett County, Wisconsin.  He married (2) GeorgeAnn Jesperson 03 January 1980 
in St. Paul, Minnesota.  She was born 10 March 1917 in North Dakota.  He married (3) Jeanette 
Mildred Erickson 03 January 1985 in Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin, daughter of 
Frans Erickson and Hilda Anderson.  She was born 31 December 1917 in Falun, Wisconsin.  

Notes for Henry Benjamin Peterson:  Henry Benjamin Peterson, the only child of Arnold and 
Bessie (Minder) Peterson, came into this world 30 July 1917 at the Henry Minder farm at 
Alpha, Wisconsin, Township of Wood River, Section 22, Burnett County.  Henry grew up on the 
BJ Peterson, later Arnold Peterson farm in Section 20 of Wood River Township, Burnett County, 
Wisconsin.  
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He attended the Midway School located on Highway 70 between Grantsburg and Alpha.  Only went through the 8th 
grade with plans of going to a trade school but ended up taking a night school class in agriculture, given by the 
Grantsburg High School.  From that he got into being a milk tester in Burnett County.  Later was asked to work in Dunn 
County for three months doing the same work.  
Returned home to help his father with the farm through the years of the early 1940's as his dad was having trouble with 
ulcers.  

Became a member of a kitten ball team as a young boy and was asked to play the role of the catcher, with that 
opportunity to get his nose broken, which wasn't very hard to accomplish, as they did not wear masks at that 
time.  Henry took on a new occupation as an Artificial Inseminator of dairy cattle which began a whole new series of 
other work in this same field, such as supervisor, public relations custom collection of semen from exotic bulls that had 
been shipped in from foreign countries.  He worked a total of 29 years with cattle breeding.  

While still on the farm with his dad, he spent all the spare time he could wiring with him, they did wiring for the REA 
around the home area, Trade Lake, Webster and eastern Burnett County doing school houses, churches, town halls and 
farms.  

In 1976, Violet, his wife passed away. She was managing the Grantsburg Wards Store.  Henry was soon to retire so he 
came home from Stewartville, Minnesota, where he was stationed while working with the Breeding Association and he 
ran the store until he sold it.  Needing to keep busy he accepted a job working as a maintenance man in the Burnett 
County Hospital in Grantsburg.  

After Violet died things just didn't seem right so he married again, the marriage only lasted four years.  They lived in St. 
Paul and Henry did maintenance work for Brian Nelson, working on restoring old buildings, along with building picket 
fences around many of the homes that they restored.  
When he and Georgeann parted Henry returned home to Grantsburg and married Jeanette (Erickson) Larson, an old 
friend of Violets.  Jeanette had lost her husband some time ago.  They had known each other for many years and were 
not strangers.  Henry says that Jeanette knows more about him than he does himself.  

Farming never got out of his blood and he still goes out to the farm to help with repairing machinery, driving tractor and 
doing odd jobs for Gary, to save him time.  Be assured that Henry hasn't let a lot of grass grow under his feet since 
retiring, he has been working on the Grantsburg Area Genealogy and the Minder Story for over 12 years, picking up 
information at Madison, River Falls, Burnett County Courthouse and other courthouses around the area for the 
information that has gone into the books that he has worked on.  While Violet was alive they made many trips so that 
their children could learn more about the country they lived in.  After his marriage to Jeanette they have traveled to 
Arizona, Texas, Florida and three weeks in Sweden, so he has enjoyed life at its fullest.  He thanks JESUS for 
EVERYTHING.  AMEN.  

Notes for Violet Louise Simonsen:  Violet Louise Simonsen was the seventh child in the Martin Simonsen family.  Her 
father was Martin Simonsen and her mother, Hilma Peterson.  She was born on the home farm at Frederic, Wisconsin, 
10 March 1920.  Violet attended the Frederic grade and high schools.  After school she worked as a magazine sales 
person, and was sent to Florida to work.  She later took a job at a gas station.  When her father was killed by a bull, she 
came home and Henry stepped in and changed her mind about going back to Florida.   

She was a very capable woman, she could sew and did so for others, bake and decorate cakes, she really loved to cook 
and entertain, worked with the county 4-H, was president of the homemakers, president of the ladies aid in the church, 
was extra handy around the farm, driving tractor, milking cows and miscellaneous chores.  Her last years was spent as 
the owner and manager of the Montgomery ²ŀǊŘΩǎ store in Grantsburg.  

Violet died at the young age of 56 of a heart attack.  Her body lays in the Riverside Cemetery at Grantsburg, Wisconsin.  
Many friends and relatives attended her funeral. 

Marriage Notes for Henry Peterson and Violet Simonsen:  Henry Peterson and Violet Louise Simonsen were married 26 
November 1941 at Pine City, Minnesota.  With Lowell and Agnes as their witnesses.  They lived in the old summer 
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kitchen, after it was fixed up, on the home farm, until they moved to a small place owned at one time by Benny 
Martinson.  They had two children, a boy and a girl.  

Marriage Notes for Henry Peterson and GeorgeAnn Jesperson:  Georgeann M. Jesperson married Henry Benjamin 
Peterson on 3 January 1980 in St. Paul, Minnesota.  They were married for only four years and the marriage ended in 
divorce.  

Notes for Jeanette Mildred Erickson:  Jeanette Mildred Erickson, the daughter of Frans Evald and Hilda Margarita 
(Anderson) Erickson, was born on 31 December 1917, at Falun, Wisconsin, Section 19, Daniels Township.  She was the 
second child of this marriage, but was one of a family put together of half-sisters and brother, which totaled eleven.  Her 
mother was married before as well and she brought along four girls to this family.  

She attended the Falun Grade school walking one and one-half miles each morning and night.  She attended the 
Grantsburg High School for a while-but then had a chance to work as a baby sitter for her half brothers and sisters at 
Superior, Wisconsin.  She graduated from high school in Superior.  To this day Jeanette likes to go shopping in Superior 
and to see her sister Edith Sutherland, the mother of Doug Sutherland of the Minnesota Vikings football team.  The 
Purple People Eaters, under Bud Grant.  Jeanette loves to cook and house clean and does an outstanding job with both-
no one leaves Jeanette's house hungry.  

Jeanette and her first husband, Helmer, had a home in Arizona where they had lived during the winter months for 
twelve years.  When she and Henry were first married they also stayed there, but Jeanette decided to sell the place so 
that they could travel instead of staying in just one place.  They have traveled to such places as Florida, Texas and 
Sweden.  She also owned a cabin at Big Wood Lake and she and Henry stay there in the summer months and go back 
into town, Grantsburg, for the winter.  Jeanette loves to fish and has real good luck fishing off their pontoon in the lake.  
Jeanette belongs to the Bethany Ladies Aid, during the winter months helps make quilts at the Church.  

She was a big help to Henry while he was working on the Genealogy of the Grantsburg area.  Working at the court house 
and cleaning off the tombstones so Henry could take pictures of them for the dates needed for his work.  She enjoys 
TNN country programs also watches one love story each week day.  Loves to ride up through the Crex Meadows and 
watch the wild life, such as the baby geese and the swans that are coming back to that area.  All in all just a perfect wife, 
from Henry's point of view.  

Children of Henry Peterson and Violet Simonsen are:  

406. i.   Gary Arnold6 Peterson, b. 05 May 1944, Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin. 

407. ii.   Sylvia Bessie Peterson, b. 03 July 1947, Grantsburg, Burnett County, Wisconsin. 

 

Children of Mabel, Kenner Collins, Benjamin , John 

Robert James Smith and Agnes Barbara Elizabeth Limbacher (1) Darlene (2)  
261.  Robert James5 Smith (Mabel4Minder, Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)461 was born 25 May 1928 in Union 
Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin462, and died 02 December 1997 in Everett, Washington463.  He married (1) 
Agnes Barbara Elizabeth Limbacher463 Abt. 1953, daughter of Joseph Limbacher and Katarina.  She was born 14 June 
1931 in Speyer, Germany463, and died 13 April 1984 in Las Vegas, Nevada463.  He married (2) Darlene Abt. 1970. 

Notes for Robert James Smith:  Robert "Bob" Smith is buried at the Tahoma National Cemetery, in Washington State.  

Child of Robert Smith and Agnes Limbacher is:  

408. i.    Katherine Mable6 Smith, b. 12 June 1954, Watertown, N.Y. 
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Children of Claude Russell, Kenner Collins, Benjamin , John 

Wayne Russell Minder and Lorraine  Anna Kohl  
262.  Wayne Russell5 Minder (Claude Russell4, Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)464was born 15 
April 1922 in Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota465.  He married Lorraine Anna Kohl466 30 
March 1946 in St. Paul, Minnesota466.  She was born 02 January 1925 in River Falls, Pierce County, 
Wisconsin467.  

Children of Wayne Minder and Lorraine Kohl are:  

409. i.   Kenneth Leroy6 Minder468, b. 14 July 1943, River Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin469; Adopted child. 

  

Notes for Kenneth Leroy Minder:  Kenneth LeRoy "Butch" Minder was born 14 July 1943 in River 
Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin, to Lorraine Anna Kohl.  He was adopted by Wayne Minder after his 
marriage to Lorraine.  Butch married Faith Rose McCusker on 22 August 1964 in Red Wing, 
Goodhue County, Minnesota.  They have two daughters, Jennifer and Kristen.  

410. ii.   Karen Lee Minder470, b. 25 June 1945, Wauwatosa, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin471; Adopted child. 

  

Notes for Karen Lee Minder:  Karen Lee Minder was born 25 June 1945 in Wauwatosa, Milwaukee 
County, Wisconsin, to Lorraine Kohl.  She was adopted after her mother married Wayne Minder.  
She married Jerome Albert Greeley on 28 September 1963 in Ellsworth, Pierce County, Wisconsin.  
They have two daughters, Amy and Terri.  

411. iii.   David Wayne Minder, b. 28 October 1946, River Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

412. iv.   Glen Alan Minder, b. 13 March 1952, Beldenville, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

Maynard Darwin Minder and Lucille Frieda Riemenschneider  
263.  Maynard Darwin5 Minder (Claude Russell4, Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)472 was born 
18 June 1926 in Maiden  Rock, Pierce County, Wisconsin473, and died 10 November 1978 in St. 
Paul, Minnesota474.  He married Lucille Frieda Riemenschneider475 15 March 1947 in Red Wing, 
Goodhue County, Minnesota476, daughter of Jake Riemenschneider and Helen Albrecht.  She 
was born 01 October 1926 in St. Paul, Minnesota477.  

Notes for Maynard Darwin Minder:  Maynard Darwin Minder lived in Pierce County Wisconsin 
most of his life.  After his marriage he farmed in rural River Falls until his death in 1978, at the 
age of 52 from cancer.  He served in the U.S. Army during WWII.  He is buried in the Beldenville 
Cemetery in rural Beldenville, Wisconsin.  

The Shopper, Wednesday, 12 November 1986: In Loving Memory-of Maynard D. Minder who 
passed away 8 years ago, November 10th.  God saw you getting tired and a cure was not to be, 
so He put His arms around you, and whispered Maynard come with Me.  With tearful eyes we 
watched you suffer, and saw you fade away, although we loved you dearly, we could not make 
you stay.  A golden heart stopped beating, hard-working hands to rest, God broke our hearts to prove to us, He only 
takes the best.  Sadly missed by his wife, Lucille, family, and many friends.  

Marriage Notes for Maynard Minder and Lucille Riemenschneider:  Maynard Darwin Minder and Lucille 
Riemanschneider, daughter of Jake and Helen (Albrecht) Riemanschneider, were married in Red Wing, Minnesota, by 
Rev. Gordon P. Radke, a Lutheran Pastor, witnesses were Wayne and Lorraine Minder, brother and sister-in-law of the 
groom.  

Children of Maynard Minder and Lucille Riemenschneider are:  

413. i.   Carole Jean6 Minder, b. 06 January 1948, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota. 

414. ii.   Lynn Marie Minder, b. 11 October 1949, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota. 

415. iii.   Dale Maynard Minder, b. 21 January 1952, Baldwin, St.  Croix County, Wisconsin. 
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Herbert Curtiss Minder  / Irene Viola Trebus (1) Mary Elizabeth Hinshaw(2) Ellen Inez  Olin(3)  
264.  Herbert Curtiss5 Minder (Claude Russell4, Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)478was born 02 November 1928 in 
Spring Lake Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin479.  He married Irene Viola Trebus480 27 April 1948 in Red Wing, 
Goodhue County, Minnesota481, daughter of Albert Trebus and Mary Messensmith.  She was born 07 September 1926 in 
Hudson, St. Croix County, Wisconsin482.  

Marriage Notes for Herbert Minder and Irene Trebus:  Herbert Curtis Minder and Irene Viola Trebus, daughter of Albert 
and Mary (Messensmith) Trebus were married in Red Wing, Minnesota on 27 April 1948, with the consent of parents.  
D.K. Williams officiated with witnesses, Amelia Trebus and Jacob Trebus.  

Children of Herbert Minder and Irene Trebus are:  

416.  i.   Ruth Anne6 Minder, b. 15 August 1951, River Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

417.  ii.   Herbert Steven Minder, b. 24 July 1953, Hudson, St. Croix County, Wisconsin. 

418.  iii.   Randy Curtis Minder, b. 31 August 1955, Hudson, St. Croix County, Wisconsin. 

419.  iv.   Terry Lane Minder, b. 21 February 1963, Baldwin, St.  Croix County, Wisconsin. 

Donald James Minder and Heidi Christina Prusse  
265.  Donald James5 Minder (Claude Russell4, Kenner Collins3, Benjamin2, John1)483was born 22 May 1936 in Hartland 
Township, Pierce County, Wisconsin484, and died 21 June 1987 in Washington485.  He married (1) 
Heidi Christina Prusse485 25 June 1959 in Berlin, Germany485, daughter of Wolf Prusse and Freida Tonski.  She was born 
03 April 1942 in Berlin, Germany485.  He married (2) Mary Elizabeth Hinshaw486 19 June 1971 in Ellsworth, Pierce County, 
Wisconsin487, daughter of Linneous Hinshaw and Betty Thompson.  She was born 30 May 1949 in Iowa488.  He married (3) 
Ellen Inez Olin489 20 June 1986 in Las Vegas, Nevada490.  She was born 05 May 1938 in Mukilteo, Washington490.  

Notes for Donald James Minder:  Donald James Minder was born in Pierce County, Wisconsin, he was in the Army from 
20 January 1957 through 30 November 1959.  He was stationed in Berlin, Germany.  After getting out of the Army he 
returned home to Pierce County, Wis. to live.  He moved to Mukilteo, Washington in the early 1980's where he lived 
until his death in 1987.  He was returning to Washington after a trip home to visit his family when he died of an apparent 
heart attack at the age of 51.  A memorial service was held in Shell Lake on 24 June 1987, his body was cremated.  

Marriage Notes for Donald Minder and Mary Hinshaw:  Donald James Minder and Mary Elizabeth (Hinshaw) Newago, 
daughter of Linneous and Betty (Thompson) Hinshaw, were married on 19 June 1971 in Ellsworth, Wisconsin at the 
English Lutheran Church, with Rev. Tenner Thompson officiating.  Witnesses were David and Ruth O'Connor.  This was a 
second marriage for both.  They had two sons.  

Children of Donald Minder and Heidi Prusse are:  

420. i.   Christina Donna6 Minder491, b. 11 August 1959, Berlin, Germany491; d. 22 November 1959, Berlin, 
Germany492. 

  

Notes for Christina Donna Minder:  Pierce County Herald: Beldenville Man Returns from Germany-
Beldenville-Mr. and Mrs. Donald Minder returned to Beldenville Wednesday from Berlin, Germany.  
Mr. Minder was returned to the States to attend the funeral of their infant daughter, Christina 
Donna, who passed away while he was stationed in Berlin.  Funeral arrangements are pending, but 
interment will be in the Beldenville cemetery.  Besides her parents, Christina is survived by her 
maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Wolf Prusse of Berlin, Germany, her paternal grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Minder of Beldenville, and her great grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Luman 
O'Connor of Beldenville.  Christina is buried in plot # B-8.  

421. ii.   Craig Allan Minder493, b. 14 September 1964, River Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin494. 

422. iii.   Gary Wolf Minder495, b. 22 March 1967, River Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin496. 

Children  of Donald  Minder  and Mary  Hinshaw  are:   
 

423. iv.   Claude Russell6 Minder497, b. 16 June 1973, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota498. 

424. v.   James Patrick Minder499, b. 05 January 1976, Red Wing, Goodhue County, Minnesota. 
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Kenneth Daniel Minder and Julia Faye Smith (1) Barbara Louise Jo iner (2)  
266.  Kenneth Daniel5 Minder (Claude Russell4, Kenner Collins3, 
Benjamin2, John1)500was born 22 January 1941 in Rock Elm, Pierce 
County, Wisconsin501.  He married (1) Julia Faye Smith502 15 June 
1963 in Houston, Harris County, Texas503, daughter of 
Versey Smith and Seenie Avants.  She was born 19 July 1944 in 
Monroe, Louisiana503.  He married (2) Barbara Louise Joiner504 17 
May 1986 in Houston, Harris County, Texas505, daughter of 
Robert Joinerand Mary Faughn.  She was born 10 November 1943 
in Ledbetter, Kentucky505.  

Notes for Kenneth Daniel Minder:  Pierce County Herald: Installed 
as Assistant Pastor-Ellsworth-At a special service following the 
regular morning worship Sunday, February 23, Kenneth D. Minder 
was installed as assistant lay pastor of the Church of God here.  Mr. Minder was especially commissioned to act as 
assistant to Mrs. Dewey Laners during the absences of Rev. Landers whenever he is traveling on the evangelistic field.  
Mr. Minder attended International Bible College at San Antonio, Texas and is married to the former Judy Smith of 
Houston, Texas.  They now reside on his parents' farm at Beldenville.  

Marriage Notes for Kenneth Minder and Julia Smith:  Pierce County Herald: Wedding Planned in Texas-Houston, Texas-
Mr. and Mrs. V.  B. Smith of Houston, Texas announce the engagement of their daughter, Judy to Kenneth D. Minder; 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Claude Minder of Beldenville, Wisconsin. A June wedding is being planned and will be held in 
Houston, Texas.  

Children of Kenneth Minder and Julia Smith are:  

425. i.   Paul Versey6 Minder, b. 23 August 1964, River Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

426. ii.   Timothy Claude Minder, b. 05 March 1966, Houston, Harris County, Texas. 

427. iii.   Jonathan David Minder506, b. 12 December 1971, River Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin507; d. 21 April 
1989, Cypress, Texas508. 

  

Notes for Jonathan David Minder:  Jonathan David Minder, the third son born to Kenneth and Judy 
(Smith) Minder was born in River Falls, Wisconsin, he moved to Houston, Texas with his family in 
the late '70's.   

Newspaper article: Cypress teen is killed in hit-and-run: A Cypress teen-ager riding a moped early 
Friday was struck and killed by a hit-and-run driver who authorities located later by following marks 
left in the pavement.  Authorities said Jonathan Minder, 17, was riding a moped-a motorized 
bicycle-west in the15600 block of Spring Cypress Road when he was struck from behind by a 1987 
Ford Mustang about 2 a.m.  Investigators said the driver of the car, Donna Niver, 24, of 16146 Little 
Cypress, was driving at high speed when her car struck Minder and knocked him into a ditch.  He 
was found a short time later by a passing motorist.  Minder was taken by Life Flight helicopter to 
Hermann Hospital, where he was pronounced dead at 3:39 a.m.  When investigators arrived at the 
scene, they followed, for about 100 feet, drag and gouge marks left in the pavement by parts of the 
moped which became entangled under the car.  The marks led to driveway of Niver's residence, 
authorities said.  When investigators questioned her, she reportedly told them that she didn't 
realize she had hit anyone and did not know parts of the moped had remained under her car.  Niver 
was charged late Friday with failure to stop and render assistance.  Bond was set at $2,000.  
Obit: Jonathan David Minder a student at Cy-Fair High School, employed by Gerlands Food Fair, 
member of Bread of Life Church, Houston, Texas, was born 12 December 1971, in River Falls, 
Wisconsin, died 21 April 1989, Houston, Texas at the age of 17 years, 4 months and 9 days.  He is 
survived by his father, Kenneth Minder and his step-mother, Barbara Minder; his mother Julia 
Engatuk and his step-father, Tony Engatuk; brothers, Timothy (Elisa) and Paul (Rhonda) Minder, 
half-sister, Latasha Egnatuk, step-brothers and their wives; grandparents, Claude and Lucille 
Minder and Versey and Myrtle Smith; nieces and nephew, Marysa, Elizabeth, and Timothy Arron 
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